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Preface to the Sixth Edition

Obijective English for Competitive Examinations has been recommended by the Indian test-prep aspi-
rants for more than a decade. During this period and over five editions, it has evolved to cater to the
ever-progressing demands of various competitive examinations, yet retaining its intense focus as a
preparation resource for several formats and syllabi of tests. As with earlier editions, the current edi-
tion is robustly structured for methodical and modular learning for an individual. The aim of this title
is to help students learn and perform intelligently and, thus, to maximize the score in competitive
examinations. English language testing has always been challenging for Indian students. It has been
designed around the ‘Assessment for Learning’ approach so that one continues to learn conceptually
the different modes of English language and gets equipped for different types of English Language
Testing (ELT) scenarios. The structure, which focuses as learning of concepts and concept applica-
tion, has assisted students from all backgrounds and with different levels of aptitude. Overall, the book
has been designed to stimulate, activate, and accelerate students learning process. It retains the key
features of the previous edition, with every topic beginning with a discussion on the format of ques-
tions and their variants. A chapter on building blocks provides various rules of English grammar. Word
lists have been expanded and many other specialized lists have been added under vocabulary section.

Chapter-end exercises are structured to reinforce the concepts discussed. Time based Mock
Test exercises, included to help students attempt questions within a time limit and enable them to
check their accuracy and speed. This edition also features a section devoted exclusively to different
types of tests—WVocabulary, English Usage, and Reading Comprehension.

New to This Edition

Test papers of several competitive examinations have been included atthe end of relevant chapters. Students
will find test papers grouped in five sub-sections—Banking Examinations, SSC Examinations,UPSC
Examinations, MBA Entrance Examinations, and Other Important Examinations. The objective is to
present the subject in an organized manner, to familiarize with the current trends and types of competitive
examinations. Although we encourage users to look into the changing formats and different variants of
these examinations, we are sure that this section will help them develop the requisite skills for success
in examinations. The MCQ Bin section has hundreds of MCQs generally found in English sections of
important competitive examinations, for intensive practice. In addition to this, two new chapter on Active
and Passive voice, and Direct and Indirect Speech have been included to this new edition.

Free Online Supplements

With Objective English, 6/e, 2400 MCQs on 15 vocabulary topics have been developed and provided
as an online practice material. Students can download this section as pdf files for more practice
and enhancement. This online support is available at www.pearsoned.co.in/thorpe. A completly new,
periodic tests have also been included as online supplement, with the changing pattern of various
competitive examination. There will be 20 periodic texts for each major examination, available at
pearson online platform. Procedure to access the periodic tests are mentioned on inside title cover.

The materials at both these nodes are dynamically upgraded with new material being uploaded
at regular intervals. As always, this series strives to provide the learners with a unique study-aid that
has been hard to find in this domain thus far. I hope the readers will appreciate this book as they have
in the past. Any comments or suggestions for the further development of the book would be most
welcome and may be mailed to showick@thorpeseducation.com.

Showick Thorpe



Preface

Objective English for Competitive Examinations constitutes a major portion of almost all competitive
examinations and this edition of Objective English deals exclusively with the preparation for the
test of English. A thorough coverage of the subject, with adequate practice tests, will fully equip the
students to ace in today’s competitive examinations and choose a career of their choice. It has been
especially designed to cover the English section of various examinations, including those for:

« UPSC

« Combined Defence Services (CDS) and National Defence Academy (NDA)

« Railway Recruitment Boards (RRB) and Special Class Railway Apprentices (SCRA)

o Income Tax and Police Services

« State Bank of India Probationary Officers (SBIPO)

e LIC, GIC, AAOs, RBI Grades ‘A’ and ‘B’, and other Administrative Officers examinations
« MBA, BBA, MCA, BCA entrance tests

The study of objective English requires at least three processes—Ilearning, that is, acquiring
knowledge, then understanding this knowledge, and retaining the knowledge thus acquired to
memory. The best way of achieving these learning process is thorough and careful reading and to
solve practice tests as many as possible.

Test papers of examinations conducted by various central and state bodies over the last 10—12 years
were scrutinized before compiling this book with an objective to present the subject in a structured and
useful manner, and to familiarize candidates with the current trends and types of questions. The pattern
that emerged as a result of this study has been presented in this book to equip candidates with the basic
knowledge of the nature of questions that could be expected. The book is replete with practice tests,
which if taken assiduously, shall help the candidate crack competitive tests with ease.

I hope the readers will appreciate this book. Any comments or suggestions for the further
improvement of this book are welcome.

SHowick THORPE



Introduction to the Test
of English Language

In every competitive examination conducted by the UPSC, SSC, Railway Recruitment Board, Banking
Services Recruitment Boards and other agencies for admission to various management or professional
institutes, there is usually a paper called Test of English Language or Test of Communication Skills.
This guide has been written to help the student cracle these tests effort lessly. It was designed after a
thorough scrutiny of previous years’ test papers and the syllabi covered in the following competitive
examinations:
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. UPSC Civil Services Preliminary Examination
. State Civil Services Examination

. NDA and CDS Examination

. Railway Recruitment Examination

. Engineering Services Examination

SSC Examinations

. Banking Examinations—IBPS-CWE (PO, Clerical, Special Officers), SBI, Other Banks
. MBA Examinations—CAT, MAT, SNAP, IIFT, IMET, OPENMAT, AIMS and CMAT

. LIC AAO (Assistant Administrative Officer) Examination

. Assistant Provident Fund Commissioners Examination

. EPFO Social Security Assistant Examination

. Hotel Management Entrance Examination

. NID (National Institute of Design) Examination

. NIFT (National Institute of Fashion Technology) Examination

. CTET (Central Teacher’s Eligibility Test)

. MCA Entrance Examination

. New India Assurance Examination

. Law Entrance Examinations

. Assistant Station Masters Recruitment Examination

. Post-graduate Diploma in Tourism Management (PGDTM)

. Section Officer (Audit) Examination

. DMRC Customer Relation Assistant

23.

ESIC Mabharashtra English

Besides covering the format of the above-mentioned examinations thoroughly, the book presents to
the latest trends of questions seems in the English section of entrance examinations such as:

1.

R

Master of Business Management/Administration (MBA/PGDBM/PGDBA) Entrance Examinations (CAT/
MAT/XAT/SNAP/ATMA/NMAT/IRMA/IIFT/FMS, etc.)

Hotel Management Entrance Examination

National Institute of Design (NID)/National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT) Entrance Examinations
LLB Entrance Examination

National Talent Search Examination (NTSE)
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The Test

The Test of English Language, for the aforementioned examinations, is not designed to evaluate the
candidate’s knowledge of English literature. It usually covers ‘General English’ of the 10+2 standard.
The questions are mostly multiple-choice and objective-type, but in some examinations descriptive
type questions are also asked.

The candidate’s comprehension of the English language is tested through objective-type
questions on grammar, vocabulary, sentence correction, synonyms, antonyms, idioms and phrases, and
comprehension passages. The candidate is not required to be familiar with complicated grammatical
jargon, but should have basic knowledge of word usages, matching of subject and verbs, correct
usage of tenses, and the ability to frame grammatically correct sentences acceptable in standard
written communication.

However, there are certain examinations, especially MBA Entrance Examinations, which have
separate sections like “Test of English language’ or “Verbal Ability Section’ and “Test of Comprehension
Ability” or ‘Reading Comprehension’ (RC).

The Book

This book, based on the current examination format (generally appearing in the above-mentioned
competitive examinations), covers the entire syllabi in six parts. It helps students to strengthen
the language skill and vocabulary besides giving them an edge over others by equipping them to
successfully tackle new types or formats appearing in the English section of competitive examinations.

The book is divided into 22 chapters that are grouped under six sections. An overview of this
scientifically structured book is given below.

Section I: Correct English Usage Tests

This section targets the questions based on correct grammar usage. It is divided into three chapters.
Chapter 1 is the foundation of this section as it provides the building blocks of correct grammar usage
and also lists some common pitfalls encountered in attempting questions based on grammar usage.
Readers may refer to this chapter frequently, especially while attempting practice tests. For instance,
examinations may give 10—12 sentences in which errors should be detected or improvements suggested.
For this purpose, basic rules of correct grammatical usage of words are of immense help. Each rule is
explained here through illustrations, which makes understanding the concept interactive.

Chapters 2 and 3 deal with questions that are primarily based on the fundamental rules listed in
Chapter 1. Chapter 2 covers ‘Spotting the Errors’ or ‘Error Identification Questions’, while Chapter 3
deals with “Sentence Improvement’.

Each chapter opens with different formats of questions, taken from previous years’ papers, along
with explanations and references to the background material to improve the reader’s knowledge of
basic English language.

After introducing various formats of such questions, there are Check Your Understanding which
provide abundant practice material aimed at increasing accuracy levels as the aspirants moves ahead.

At the end of the chapter there are Mock Tests which comprise timed drills targeted to help in
increasing the speed of answering particular types of questions. On this edition “Previous Years’
Question” section has been added at the end of the relevant chapter. This section aims to introduce
different formats and types of questions from that particular chapter. All these features in the sixth
edition of this book emphasize the need for speed and accuracy to attain an edge over the competition.
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Based on a similar format, as for Section 2, we have four more Sections (4 to 7), the contacts of

which are listed below:

Section 2: Vocabulary Tests

Chapter 4: Word Stock
Chapter 5: Test of Synonyms
Chapter 6: Test of Antonyms
Chapter 7: Test of Analogy

Section 3: English Proficiency Tests

Chapter 8: One word Substitution
Chapter 9: Idioms and Phrases
Chapter 10: Idiomatic Use of Verbs
Chapter 11: Dealing with Homonyms
Chapter 12: Test of Spellings

Section 4: Logic-based English Language Tests

Chapter 13: Rearrangement of Jumbled Words in a Sentence
Chapter 14: Rearrangement of Sentences in a Paragraph
Chapter 15: Word Pairs in English

Chapter 16: Sentence Compeletion

Chapter 17: Word Utilization Problems

Chapter 18: Dictionary Reference

Section 5: Voice and Narration Ability Tests

Chapter 19: Active and Passive Voice

Chapter 20: Direct—Indirect Narrations

Section 6: Comprehension Ability Test

Chapter 21, on ‘Reading Comprehension’ and Chapter 22, on ‘Cloze Test’.

The clubbing of Reading Comprehension and Cloze Test in this section is purposeful. As per recent
trends, the degree of difficulty in terms of closeness of options available in Cloze Test questions have
become very high. It is not enough to merely fill in the blanks to complete the passage; comprehending
the meaning of the passage and direction of the flow of the subject discussed in it is important. As per the
comprehension section, the number of passages for practice have been increased and sorted in increasing
length for students to build up speed and sharpen their skill in comprehending different types of passages.

ix
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Introduction to the
Written Examinations

THE WRITTEN EXAMINATION

In competitive examinations, the written examination mainly comprises of four sections which are
as follows:

1. Test of English Language

2. Test of Reasoning and Intelligence

3. Test of Numerical Ability or Quantitative Aptitude

4. Test of General Knowledge and Current Events

However, you may find some variations in which one or more sections are divided to make new

sections. Some such divisions frequently encountered are:

(a) Test of English—Generally it is a composite test, which includes various types of verbal ability questions
as well as one or two passages for comprehension ability. However, in some of the tests, it may be divided
into two separate sections, one on Verbal Ability, and the other on Reading comprehension.

(b) TestofReasoning—Here too, as in most examinations there is one full section based on reasoning. Otherwise,
there may be separate sections on Reasoning Ability Tests and Data Interpretation and Data Sufficiency (DI
and DS). (However, the DI section is sometimes perceived to be carved out of the Quantitative Aptitude
section).

Similarly, all questions may also be laid out plainly over the full length of the test without
earmarking any section. In such cases, the sequence of the questions may be haphazard, just to alter
the conventional set-up and make the test a bit complex. Or sometimes, English language questions
are found in Reasoning Tests. For example, many tests consider ‘Test of Analogy’ questions to fall in
the ambit of reasoning tests rather than in English language tests.

Understanding the Format of Your Tests

In each section ofthe test, divided in four to five sections or otherwise, there is a general tendency to have
an equal number of questions containing equal marks. So, in aregular written examination we may have
50 questions in each section to be answered in a composite time of two hours or in some cases one hour
and 30 minutes (90 minutes) only, and since all the 200 questions are to be answered inthe composite time
allocated, it means the candidate gets less than 30 seconds to answer each question. However, in recent
times, itis observed that not only do various sections within the test carry unequal number of questions,
but also have unequal marks weightage. Therefore, it is advisable to understand the format of the target
examinations and plan preparations accordingly to avoid any unpleasant surprises on the day of the test.

Composite Time

The composite time (time allotted for all the four sections) has to be budgeted in order to be able to
attempt each section of the test paper. You may attempt the tests/questions in any order. However, it
is advisable not to spend too much time on any one test. To qualify in a written examination, each test
should be passed separately and it is important to obtain a sufficiently high rank in the order of merit.
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However, it may be noted that in case there is no clear time limit allotted to a section, you are
advised to adhere to self-discipline. Because, there are chances that too much of time is spent on
tricky or lengthy questions at the cost of easier ones. It is also advisable to spend more time on
subjects you are more comfortable with as your area of strength is bound to fetch better scores.

Time to be Given to Each Test

As each question generally carries one mark, it is advisable to apportion the total composite time
depending upon the number of questions in each section of the test. Suppose the Test of English language
consists of 50 questions, it isadvisable that one strictly adheres to the time allotted for this section. If 30
minutes are allowed for this section and there are 50 questions (generally there are 50 questions in each
section) and in 30 minutes you have been able to answer only 40 or 45 questions, it is better to leave
those 10 or 5 questions and start the next section of the test paper.

However, to help you realise how quickly can you answer particular type of questions, this
book provides drills called Speed Maximizing Sectors (SMS). Practising on SMS drills will help in
budgeting your time during the actual test and thus enable you to attempt more questions than what
you could have done without budgeting.

HOW TO PREPARE FOR YOUR TARGET WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS

What to Prepare

The examination booklet, which is sent to you along with your roll number, helps you understand the
format of the written examination. Competitive examinations usually comprise sections such as (i) Test
of English, (ii) Test of Numerical Ability or Quantitative Aptitude, (iii) General Intelligence or Mental
Ability and/or (iv) General Knowledge/General Studies/General Awareness and Current Events. The
instructions or syllabi listed and the format discussed in the sample papers will define the type of questions
each section will contain. It is necessary to learn and practise similar question types in order to score
high. For example if in the test of English section of your target exam, the length of paragraph in the
RCsetis 80—100 words, it is advisable to practice on paragraphs upto 150-200 words. Avoid practising
RC pragraphs which have 800—1000 words for such exams. Similarly, if any test gives preference to a
special type of question, make sure you have ample practice in such questions so that there is a greater
chance of attempting such questions accurately and quickly in the actual test.

How to Prepare

Take one section atatime. Go through the descriptive and introductory portion of each test and learn the
basic rules given therein. Once the concepts are clear, attempt the practice tests. Compare the answers
carefully with those given at the end of each practice test paper. If required, go through the explanations
(if provided) or refer to the relevant descriptive material.

How to Tackle Previous Years’ Original Papers (Based on Memory)

Towards the end of this book there are several previous years’ original question papers, which are full-
length test papers. These have been presented, keeping in view the need to introduce the general syllabi
for various competitive examinations and types/formats of questions that have appeared in the past.
Onceyou have covered all the sections of this book, including the Practice Tests given after each section,
attempt these papers. Adhere to the following scheme: (i) Time yourself to complete one full test paper
within the alloted time (attempt a 50-questions test and finish it in less than 25-30 minutes; that is, try
to answer each question in less than 30 seconds); (ii) Attempt each test paper in one sitting only; (iii) It
is advisable to attempt one or a maximum of two model test papers per day and attempt the whole paper
at one go and not in parts. There are ample specimen papers from previous years’ tests conducted for
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various recruitments. Attempt these papers as suggested above and you will then be fully prepared to
take your final test successfully.

THE SYLLABI OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS

For almost all competitive examinations, the syllabi is more or less same and is similar to the 10+2
syllabi, which graduate level students should be familiar with. The format of questions may differ from
examination to examination, but the content is more or less same for all competitions.

The data provided below is based on either the syllabi mentioned by the respective test-
conducting authorities, or based on memory and self-analysis of the author. The purpose of providing
this information is to give the students an insight into the formats of different examinations held in
recent years. However, the intention of this analysis is to show how different types of questions have
different significance in different examinations. These formats are not fixed and there may be changes
within sections or in the overall format of papers. Some of the current syllabi of such examinations
are given below in order to help in preparing for competitive examinations.

I. SSC Assistants’ Grade (Prelim) Examination

Paper of Language Comprehension: (a) General English—In addition to testing the candidate’s
understanding of the English language and its correct usage, his writing ability would also be tested.

(b) Communicative or writing skills—In addition to testing the candidate’s ability to understand
English, his comprehension and writing ability would also be tested, along with vocabulary and
correct usage of words and sentences.

2. Examination for Staff Selection Commission (SSC)/Divisional Accountants/
Auditors/Upper Division Clerks, etc.

Paper on Comprehension and Writing Ability of English: Questions will be designed to test the candidate’s
understanding and knowledge of the English language, vocabulary, grammar, sentence structure,
synonyms and antonyms etc. There will also be questions on comprehension of passages.

3. Probationary Officers/Dev. Officers Examinations

Various banks have started conducting their own tests to recruit probationary officers. However, there
is amarked similarity in the format of the question papers in recent times. For example, similar formats
are followed for tests for Development Officers of NABARD (Grade A) or RBI (Grade B) Officers.

Test of English Language: In the case of tests conducted for the recruitment of Probationary
Officers, the syllabus for the English language test generally comprises grammar, vocabulary,
sentence completion, synonyms, antonyms, comprehension of a passage etc. The format for testing
these parameters differ from examination to examination, but in most cases it covers only these
topics. Though a majority of the papers have only 50 questions, a candidate may be surprised with a
75 or 100 questions section in a Test of English.

4. National Defence Academy and Naval Academy Examination (NDA/NA)

The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) holds competitive examination for admission to the
Army, Navy and Air Force wings of the NDA.

Test of English Language: This paper is designed to test the candidate’s understanding of English
and workman-like use of words. The syllabus covers various aspects, like grammar and its usage,
vocabulary, comprehension and cohesion in the extended text to test the candidate’s proficiency in
English. All questions will be multiple-choice, objective-type and the candidate is required to choose
appropriate responses from the given alternatives.

| xiii
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5. Combined Defence Services Examinations (CDS)

The Combined Defence Services Examination (CDS) is conducted by the UPSC.

Test of English Ability: Knowledge of degree level English is required for this paper. The test
contains 120 MCQs on comprehension, sentence completion/improvement, vocabulary, antonyms,
synonyms, one-word substitutes, idioms/phrases, and error detection etc.

6. Police Sub-Inspectors Examinations

This examination is conducted by the Staff Selection Commission (SSC) for recruitment of: (a) Sub-
Inspectors (Executive); (b) Sub-Inspectors of Police in CBI; (¢) Sub-Inspectors of Indo-Tibetan Border
Police; (d) Sub-Inspectors or Platoon Commanders in BSF; (e) Sub-Inspectors in Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF); (f) Sub-Inspectors in Central Industrial Security Force (CISF). The Test of English
Language for this examination is divided in two parts, each containing 100 questions.

Part A is Language Comprehension (Objective-type)—This paper is designed to test the
candidate’s understanding and knowledge of the English language, its comprehension, vocabulary
(synonyms and antonyms), spellings and grammar etc.

Part B is the Writing Ability Test—Questions will be designed to test knowledge and understanding
of the English language, its vocabulary, grammar, sentence completion, sentence structure, synonyms,
anto-nyms, phrases and idiomatic use of words etc. There may be questions on paragraph writing and
or precis writing.

This book covers all the topics of both the sections, and the format of questions is given to
familiarize the candidates with the type of questions he/she is likely to face in the examination.

7. Clerical Grade Examinations

The Banking Service Recruitment Board conducts competitive examinations for the recruitment of
clerical cadre in branches/offices of public sector banks for various states. The standard and format of
all these tests are more or less similar for all state BSRB examinations.

Test of English Language/English Ability: The Test of English language paper consists of
following types of questions: (i) Spotting the Errors; (ii) Antonyms and Synonyms; (iii) Filling in the
blanks; (iv) Use of prepositions, idioms/phrases; (v) Test of spellings; (vi) Rearranging jumbled up
sentences ; (vii) Comprehension of passage and answering questions based on the passage.

8. Master of Business Administration (MBA)

In addition to the four Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) and the All India Management Association
(AIMA), which conduct the Common Admission Tests (CAT) and Management Aptitude Tests (MAT),
certainuniversities and management institutes also conduct entrance examinations for admission. Popular
management entrence exams in clude SNAP, NMAT, IMET, XAT, FMS, IIFT, ATMA, IRMA etc. In all
these tests there is a ‘Test of English Language’ or ‘Communication skills’. Reading Comprehension
Tests hold a significant position in such examinations and there could be a separate RC section whose
difficulty level has become a benchmark for certain examinations. Also, there could be variations; for
example, RC passages in CAT are very difficult while in XAT they may be lengthy.

The syllabi for all these tests can collectively be summarized as:

English Language Section: This is generally known as the Verbal Ability test and comprises:

(a) Sentence improvement/sentence completion

(b) Vocabulary tests: synonyms, antonyms, one-word substitutes, idioms/phrases, words confused and misused
(c) Error detection and word usages

(d) Spellings and word meanings

(e) Word analogies

Comprehension Ability Section: This is generally known as the RC Section and comprises
comprehension passages and questions based on the given passages. Generally, the time allocated



Introduction to the Written Examinations

per question for this section is more than in other sections. This is because ample time is provided
to read and comprehend the passages before attempting the questions. Needless to say, two things
are important to score high in this section: (i) reading the passage quickly; (ii) comprehending the
message/issue discussed there clearly.

9. Other Important Examinations

In addition to the above-mentioned examinations, there are many more examinations which have Test of
Englishasacore section. We have provided atable in which many such examinations and their respective
formats as per recent papers are detailed. Some of these are:

United India Insurance AAO

LIC AAO (Assistant Administrative Officer) Examination
Assistant Provident Fund Commissioners Examination
EPFO Social Security Assistant Examination

JEE (Hotel Management Entrance) Examination

NID (National Institute of Design) Examination

NIFT (National Institute of Fashion Technology) Examination
CTET (Central Teacher’s Eligibility Test)

MCA Entrance Examination

New India Assurance Examination

Law Entrance Examination

Assistant Station Masters Recruitment Examination
Post-graduate Diploma in Tourism Management (PGDTM)
Section Officer (Audit) Examination

DMRC Customer Relition Assistant

ESIC Mabharashtra English

Delhi University LLB

CLAT 2012 UG

Original papers (memory based) in a variety of examinations have also been given, to practise
writing such important exams. In Section 8 of the book, you will find a useful analysis of many
important tests that would give you a good view of type of questions and variety of formats being
used these days for English section. I believe you will find them helpful in preparing for the target
examinations.
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Answer Sheet Evaluation

METHODS OF SHOWING ANSWERS IN OBJECTIVE TYPE
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

Specimen Answer Sheet

Answer booklets are provided at all examinations. Particulars like the candidate’s roll number, centre
codeetc., are to be filled in first using a ball-point pen. This has to be done on Side-1 ofthe answer booklet
in accordance with the instructions given for filling in the candidate’s bio-data in respective columns.

On Side-2 of the answer booklet 300 serial numbers (or more, depending on the number of
questions set in the test) are provided. In front of each serial number there will be five ovals or circles
(O) as shown in the specimen answer sheet.

How to Task Answers

Each question is followed by answers that are serially numbered (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) or (a), (b), (c),
(d) and (e), which is illustrated on the specimen answer booklet given on Pages 13 and 14. Using an HB
pencil (not ball-point pen or an ink pen), blacken the oval bearing the correct answer against the serial
number of the question. Please note thatthe oval should be dark enough and should be filled in completely.
For example, if the answer to Question no. (2) is Answer (5), it is to be shown as follows:

Q2 OO @

How to Change Answers

If you wish to change your answer, erase completely the already darkened oval by using a good quality
eraser and then blacken the new oval bearing your revised answer number. Therefore, you have to
carry at least two HB pencils sharpened on both ends, along with a good pencil eraser. While changing
the answer, erasing the earlier answer completely is extremely essential. If it is not erased clearly and
completely, smudges will be left on the erased oval, as shown below and the question will be read as
having two answers and will be ignored, even if one of them is absolutely correct.

Q2 LT ®

(smudges left in oval no. (5) is due to bad eraser and the fresh answer in oval no. (4) will be read as
two answers (5) and (4) and, therefore, no credit will be given even if the answer no. (4) happens to
be the correct answer).

Very Important Please note that H, 2H, HH, 3H pencils should not be used. The marks made by
such hard pencils will be too light, as shown below, and will not be read by the computerised machine
which evaluates answer sheets.

QIS5 OO ®

If very soft pencils (drawing pencils) like B, BB, 3B etc., are used, marking will be too dark. In such
cases, when changing answers by erasing the first one, there may be smudges or dark marks in place
of the erased answer and around it, as shown below:

Qs DO O®

Therefore, use only HB pencils. Do not mark your answers or fill up information by using different
methods of marking, as illustrated below:
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Specimen Answer Sheet

1. O0@O0®O 51 000@0 101.00OR@®0G 151. D@0 ®0G 201 000 ®OG 251. D00 ®06
20003006 5 000@®6 1022000006 1520003006 2002 VD00 ®0G 25 OO ®O
30000®0G® 50Q00@06 103.000®@0G 153000 ®@®06G 203 000 ®0O® 2553 0O ®O
4, D00 @®06G 54 0Q00®06 14 0Q@0®0G 154 OO ®0G 204 ODOO®®0O® 254 DO ®06
5, D@Q0@®® 55 0003®06 1060203 ®@0O® 155000 ®0G 206 DQOBO®®OG 25500 ®06
6. DQB®@®O 56.DO0BO 106 DOOBO 156. D@ O® 206 DG 256. DB ® 06
7.7000®@0G 572000006 107..000@06 157 0Q00®@06G 207.0@0®0G 257.0000®06
B DOB®®G® 53 0DOBO@®OG 108 DOOBG 1580OO®®G 2008 OOO®®O 258 DO ®06
9.0 @B®®0G 5. 000@0G 109. DO ®G 159. D@O®®0G 209 DQO®®@O® 259 OO0 ®06
100 0203 ®0G 60 020®06G 110 D@0®06 160 D@0 ®0O® 210 D@0 ®@0G 260 ®@0®06
1. 00203 ®6G 6. 0020@®6 11l D@03 ®06G 161. 000 ®06G 211. Q@0 ®6G 2061. D@3 ®06
12000030 6202003006 1120003300 102 D00®06G 212 000 ®06G 202. ©Q0® 06
133.000®O 600000 113.0003@0 163.000@®06 23000006 23. 000 ®06
14 000®0 64 0003®0 114 000 @0 164 DQO0®O 24 OQ0®OG 24 DO ®06
15 000@®@06 6500000 1150003®@®0 165. 000 ®06G 215000 ®0O 265 OO0 ®06
6. DQO0@®@0O® 660QQ@®OG 116.0QPBDO 166 DQOB®@®O® 216 D@D O® 266 DO ®O
1720003306 6. D030 06G 1I7. D00 ®0O® 167 D@0 ®06G 2172000 ®06 267. D003 ® 06
18. D0 ®0O® 680020 B®G 118. D00 @0O 168D ®O® 218. DO @O 28. D@0 ®06
19. D@20@®@06 69. 002000 119. D00®0 1. D003 ®06G 219. DQ20®O® 29 D@0 ®06
20.000®06 70.000@0 1200003®0 1710. D00 ® G 2200 000 ®6G 2710. D@0 ®06
2. D@03 ®06G 71000006 121 O@0®@06 1711. 0000 ®0G® 2. 000306 211. ©0206®06
2. 0000®@6 720000606 122 000 ®06 17220003 ®0O® 2. 000 ®G® 2122000 ® 06
23. 0000 @®@06 7B 0O0Q00®O 1233.000@®06 173. 0003 ®@®0O® 223. D00 ®® 213. 000 ® 06
24, D00 @®@6G 74 0Q00®@®0G 124 OO0 @0 174 D00 @06 224 OQ03®0G 214 D003 ®06
5. 0 00®@6® 750003006 125000 @06 175. 000 @ 06 225 000 ®0G® 2715 0006 ®06
26 DQ0®B® 76, 0Q00@0 126 D@ ®06G 176. D0 @G 26 DQ@OO®OG® 276. DO O ® 0O
2. D@0 ®0® T77.000@®@06 127.000®@®06 1717. D20 ®0G 21. 0030 ®06G 2M71. 0013 ®06
28000 ®0® 78 O0QO0®0O 1280 0Q@0®@06 1718. D@20 ®O® 228 0O @O®®06G 2180003 ®0G
2.0 00@®@06G T79. 000006 129. D00 @06 1719. D03 ® G 229. 000 ®0OG 2719. D063 ®06
30, D@0 @®@06® 80.0OO®OG 130. DOB®®@®0G 180 D@3 @G 230 0@ ®06G 280 VOB ® 06
3. D200 ® 06 8. D@00 @06 131. D00 ®@®@06G 181. D@30 ®0G 21. DQ0®®0OG 281 OO0 ®06
2.000®06 82 020 O®06 1322000006 182000 ®@06G 22 0Q00®OG 282 00O ®06
K ONOGNONONO) 83. D@20 ®0G 13300O®®0G 183. Q20 @®@0O® 233. D Q@0®®0G 283 OO ®06
34 OO0 ®06 8. DO @0 134 D@0 @0G 184 VOB @O 24 0OQ00®0OG® 24 OO0 ®06
K ONGNONONO) 85. D@0 @G 13 D@0 @0G 185, D @B® @O 23, D@0 ®0O® 285 D00 ®06
36. D@03 @06 836. DO B®0O 136. D@D O 186. D@ @O® 236 D@B®®BG 28 D@ @06
3. D000 @®@06G 87. 000 ®06 137. D00 @®@06 187. D030 ®0O® 237. DQ0®0OG 287. D00 ®06
38. D003 ®06 88 D@BO@OG 138000 ®0G 188 D@B®@ G 238 DOO®®OG 288 OB ®@06
39. D@03 ®06 8. D@ @G 139.. D00 ®0G 180. D@B® @G 239.. DO ®OG® 289 OO0 ®06
40. D@0 ® 06 . P@20®06 140 D@00 ®@0G 190. D030 ®0G 20.0Q00® 06 290. D200 ®06
41 DQ00®0G® 9. 000®06 141. D@0 ®@06 191. V@30 ®0G 241 VO ®6G 21. P00 ®06
2. D@03 ®0G R 000®@®06 142. D00 @®06 192000 ®@06G 242. D000 ®OG® 292. VOB ®06
43.000®0® 93 00O ®0G 143 D00 @06 193. D00 @®0O® 243. VOB ®OG® 23. ©006®06
44, D20 @O 94 O0OBO0G 14 ODQ0@06 14 OO0 B®O® 24 OO0 B®OG 294 OO ®O6
45, D Q0 @O 9B O0OOOBOOG 145 OQO0@0G 195 000 ®O® 245 D00 ®0O® 2. 00O ®O6
46. D020 @®@O® 96 VOO ®0G 146. DO @B 19. D@3 @O 246. DO ®OG 206 ©Q0®06
47. D00 ®0® 97. 000 ®06 147. V00 ®0G 197. D00 ®0O® 247. VO3 ®6G 2997. D000 ®06
48, D@00 ®0G® 9B OOO®OG 148 DO ®@®@0G 198. D00 ®0O® 248 0Q0B®®O® 29 OO ®G
49.0Q00@06G 9. 000®06 149. 000 @0 199. D@0 @G 249. DQ@0®06G 29. D00 ® 06
5. D@0 ®6 1000 D@0 @06 150. D@ @0 200 O@0®0G® 250 D@0 ®6G 300 D@0 ®06
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m  Objective English for Competitive Examinations

Some Examples of Wrong Methods of Marking Answers

You have to ensure that you mark your answers only as mentioned above. DO NOT mark your answers
or fill in information in your answer-sheet by using other methods, some of which are illustrated below.

1. Do not use the tick mark OO ® O
2. Do not use the cross mark X WO ®©®
3. Do not use the dot mark . COECDECPRACPEED)
4. Do not use the line mark / OO O ®
5. Do not mark outside the oval VSPECPECP RO ECD)
6. Do not leave the oval half-filled @ @O & & @ &

If any of the above methods are used, the answer-sheet will not be evaluated even if all questions
have been attempted correctly.

HOW YOUR ANSWER BOOKS ARE EVALUATED

In competitive exams there are no pass marks as in any university or degree examinations, which determine
the candidates’ division or grade. In a competitive exam, it is merit which determines a candidate’s
selection and the merit is governed by the correct responses and the number of questions that have been
attempted within the prescribed time.

In most cases, your answer booklet will be evaluated by a computer, which only reads correct
answers, i.e., the ovals or circles (O) which have been blackened with a pencil (as already discussed
earlier). This machine is not equipped to judge the depth of your knowledge. It gives the same credit
for a difficult question or an easy one. It gives the same credit for a guessed answer (where there is no
negative marking) as it gives for a well thought-out answer. The machine will only read the ovals or
circles (O) that have been blackened and each black oval or spot will be given one full mark, and no
partial credit like 0.5 or 0.3 marks will be given. Therefore:

Remember, your merit in this test is determined by the number of questions you are able to
answer and not on the depth of your knowledge. So your entire effort must be aimed at maximising
the total number of correct answers, without regard to any special question and without regard to
the amount of thought which went into finding the answer. Therefore, try to pile up as many correct
answers as you can, and as fast as you can, making sure that you cover all the sections of your test
booklet.



Tips for Sure Success in
Test in English

BEFORE STARTING YOUR TEST

Tip 1
Have an Overview of the Test Booklet: Take a few seconds to preview the test booklet instead of beginning

to answer the question straightaway. This will give you an idea about what you are required to answer
and on finding certain familiar questions you will gain confidence and fear is eliminated.

Tip 2

Budget Your Composite Time: For all competitive examinations there is a prescribed time limit or
duration in which you have to attempt all the sections of the test paper. Therefore, budget your time by
ear-marking fixed time periods for each section. Time is a very crucial factor for your success and it is

very important that you budget your time carefully so that you are able to cover all the sections of your
test paper.

AFTER STARTING YOUR TEST

Tip 3
When You are Sure about the Answer: In objective type questions, if you recognise one of the choices
immediately as the correct choice, don’t spend any time looking at other choices. Mark the answer sheet

with the choice that first ‘hit’ you. There is no need, in this case, to waste your time considering the other
choices that are necessarily incorrect.

Tip 4

Attempt Easy Questions First: Attempt all the easy questions first of all the sections. As already said, all
questions carry equal marks and attempting any difficult or hard questions does not give you extra credit
or extra mark. It does not pay to spend even a fraction of a second extra for answering a hard question
when there may be some easy questions left for you to answer. In other words, to increase your score
don’t leave any easy questions at the cost of wasting your time on a difficult or hard question.

Tip 5

When You Come Across a Tough Question: If you come across a hard question, skip it straightaway and
do not spend any time on it, but save that time for the next questions. Skipping hard questions, helps you
intwo ways, viz.: First, you will not leave any easy question unattempted at the cost of solving a difficult
one. Second, while attempting the next question, your sub-conscious mind may still be working on the
hard question which you have skipped and there may be chances of your finding a correct answer in the
mean time. Return to the hard question later—you will probably have the time to do so.
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Tip 6

Speedisan Important Factor: Speed is an important factor in taking competitive examinations. Although
accuracy is of prime importance, it is advisable to use time economically. If you cannot finish all the
questions of a particular section of the test paper in the time you have earmarked for that section, do not
panic. No oneis expected to do all the questions correctly. It is wise to work as rapidly as possible without
wasting any time on one particular question as all questions carry equal marks.

Tip 7
When You Skip a Hard Question: If you skip any hard question, be sure to skip that serial number on the

answer sheet also. Be sure that each answer marked is in the space numbered for the particular question
you are answering in your test paper.

Tip 8

What about Intelligent Guessing?: No doubt it is true that answers should be as accurate as possible,

but true answers also count the same as absolutely sure answers. In both cases, you will get one mark. If

you are not sure of the correct answer but have some knowledge of the question and are able to eliminate
one or more of the answer choices aswrong, your chances of guessing the right answer are improved and
it will be to your advantage to answer each question. Intelligent guessing sometimes pays as the answer
evaluating machine (in case answers are checked by a computer) or the examiner (if answers are checked
manually), reads only the ovals you blacken without regard to whether you were sure or not of an answer.

Caution: This is, however, not recommended in case negative marking has been specifically
mentioned in the test.

Some Guessing Tricks: These are not specifically recommended, but may prove helpful in some
cases, especially if there is no negative marking:

e |t has been observed that mostly the correct answer choices are marked (c), (d) or (e) and/or (3), (4) and (5)
and in very rare cases it is (a) or (b) and/or (1) or (2). Therefore, if you are making a guess and there is no
negative marking, it is advantageous to choose any of the last choices as your guessed answer.

e If the answer you are guessing is in between two questions which have identical responses as correct, do
not choose the same number of response for your guessed answer. In other words, if the answer choices
of the questions before and after the one you are going to guess is same, avoid choosing the same number.
For example, if the answer choices of a question before and after the one you are guessing is (b), avoid
marking (b) again as your guessed answer for the question in between the two questions as long as it is a
‘not absolutely sure and may be correct’ choice.

e Do not cost leave the questions about which you are probably sure and are able to eliminate one or more
choices.

Tip 9
Save Fractions of Seconds: By attempting easy questions first, which may require less time to answer,

youwill be ableto save fractions of seconds on each question. Make use of the saved fractions of seconds
to tackle and review the hard questions which you have left unattempted.

Tip 10

Cover all Sections of the Test: As already mentioned, the test will have aminimum of four sections, each
covering adifferent discipline. Itis essential to tackle all the given sections. It will not pay if you answer
all the questions of the first two or three sections and leave one or two sections totally unattempted. If
you find that you are able to answer only 60—65 per cent questions of a particular section within the time
you have earmarked from your total composite time for the entire test paper, go to the next section. It
is much better to answer only 60—65 per cent questions of each section rather than leaving one section
blank or unattempted. Hence, once you have attempted all the easy questions of one section, go to the
next section without reviewing the hard or skipped questions of the first section for the time being you
can come book to the had questions after attempting the easy questions of all sections.
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TOWARDS THE END OF THE TEST

Ifthere issome time before the supervisor announces the end of the test, spend the few remaining seconds
or minutes as follows:

Tip 11

Check Unanswered Questions: Be sure that you have answered every question that you could. Make
quick guesses now to answer the ‘probably true’ or ‘may be correct’ questions.

Tip 12

Check any Double Answers: Make sure that your answer sheet has only one response to each question.
If at any place, through an oversight, two answer choices are marked, you will receive no credit, even
though one of them may be absolutely correct. Carefully erase the double answers.

Tip 13

Checkthe Ovals: Ensure thatthe ovals or circles (O) in your answer sheet are fully blackened as explained
earlier. If need be, blacken them again if you find extra time at your disposal.

Tip 14

Check Your Roll Number/Code Numbers: Make sure that you have marked your roll number and code
number correctly. It is always advisable to check it again before handing over the answer booklet to the
supervisor.
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Building Blocks

RULES OF ENGLISH GRAMMAR
SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT

Rule 1 Make a verb agree in number with its subject; make a pronoun agree in number with its
antecedent.

The list of spare parts was long. (Singular)
The lists of spare parts were long. (Plural)
Singular subjects take singular verbs (list—was), and plural subjects take plural verbs (lists—were).
Even an animal has its own territory. (Singular)
Even animals have their own territory. (Plural)
Singular antecedents are referred to by singular pronouns (animal—its) and plural antecedents are
referents of plural pronouns (animals—their).
Exception A plural verb is always required after you even when it is used in singular, referring to
one person, e.g.:
You were very helpful during my stay with you.
Note: ‘s’ added to a noun indicates the plural form but ‘s” added to a verb indicates the third person
singular.
She favours the move.
They favour the expansion of the school.

Rule 2  Ensure the verb agrees with the true subject and not with an intervening plural object of a
preposition or any other intervening plural.
The box of Nestle’s chocolates is missing.

(Here the true subject is box and not Nestle’s chocolates. Chocolates is the object of preposition of.)

His experience as a teacher to his students gives him conviction.
The prices of the new model vary from town to town.

Rule 3  Subjects joined by and are usually plural and take plural verbs.
His typewriter and my radio were stolen. Both his laptop and my mobile were stolen.
Sony and Sanjay are going to Chennai today.
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Exceptions
(a) If a subject consisting of two singular nouns connected by and refers to the same person or thing, a
singular verb is used.
My best friend and advisor has changed his mind again.
Here the subject is treated as singular because both qualities are found in one person.
Cornflakes and milk is our Sunday breakfast.

(b) When two subjects connected by and are preceded by each, every or many a, a singular verb is used.

Each man and boy is expected to meet his obligation.
Every shirt, tie and coat is marked for reduction sale.

Rule 4 Words like with, together with, along with, besides, as well as, including, in addition to,
etc. do not affect the number of the verb. If the subject is singular, a singular verb is required; if plural,
a plural verb.

The television, along with the cabinet, is to be sold.

Mrs Paul, with her son and daughter, is going to the theatre this evening.

Our chief competitor, as well as ourselves, is obliged to increase prices.

The decoration of the room, including the carpets and furniture, is most pleasing.

Rule 5 If the subject is made up of both singular and plural words connected by or, nor, either ...
or, neither ... nor, not only ... but also, the verb agrees with the nearer part of the subject.
Neither the quality nor the prices have changed.
Neither the prices nor the quality has changed.
Not only the headmaster but also the teachers are in favour of the expansion of the school.
Not only the teachers but also the headmaster is in favour of the expansion of the school.
Neither the salesmen nor the buyer is in favour of the system.
Neither the buyer nor the salesmen are in favour of the system.

Rule 6 If the subject consists of two singular words connected by or, neither ... nor, or either ... or,
the subject is singular and requires a singular verb.
Neither our Accounts Department nor our Head Office has a record of the transaction.
Sunita or Neetu has the swimming suit.
Either October or November is a good vacation month.
Neither the radio nor the television was in working order.

Rule 7 Nouns that are plural in form but singular in meaning, such as news, measles, mumps,
physics, electronics, tactics, economics and so on, usually take singular verbs.
News is travelling faster than ever before.
Physics has fascinated my hostelmate for months.
Some nouns ending in -ics (such as athletics, statistics and politics) are considered singular,
when referring to an organised body of knowledge and plural when referring to individual facts,
qualities or activities.
Athletics provide good recreation. (i.e. various games)
Athletics is required of every student. (i.e. participation in games)

Rule 8 A linking verb usually agrees with its subject, not with its complement.
Excessive absences were the reason for his failure.
The reason of his failure was excessive absences.

Rule 9 Plural verbs are required for many nouns that have no singular form, such as proceeds,
goods, ashes, remains, credentials, premises, etc.
The proceeds of the magic show are to be given to the fund for soldiers’ welfare.
The goods are being despatched today by goods train.
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Collective Nouns A collective noun is a word that represents a group of persons, animals or things,
e.g. audience, committee, company, council, army, police, society, board, department, cabinet, etc.
The following rules govern the form of verb to be used with a collective noun:

Rule 10 When the group acts as a unit, the verb should be singular.
The committee has agreed to submit its report on Friday.
The Board of Directors meets once in a month.
The firm is one of the most reputed in the country.
The majority has made its decision.

Rule 11  When the members of the group are thought of as acting separately, but the verb should
be plural.
The Police were on the hunt for the murderers. (Individual members in the Police are on the hunt) The
Jury were on the verge of delivering the judgement.
The committee were not in agreement on the action to be taken.
The audience were cheering and laughing; even crying.

Rule 12 Company names may be either singular or plural, according to their meaning. The plural
form emphasizes the individual personnel making up the company.
Mudra and Corporation have retained the goodwill of their customers.
The Oil Corporation is located at Nariman Point, Mumbai.

Rule 13  When nouns expressing periods of time, amounts of money, or quantities are considered
as a single unit, singular verbs are used.
Hundred rupees seems too much for the job.
Three months is too long a time to wait.
The number of board members is very small.
That %1,00,000 was an inheritance from my father.
Yes, 5 metres is ample for a suit.

Rule 14  After such expressions as one-half of, two-thirds of, a part of, a majority of,

(a) use asingular verb if a singular noun follows the of.

A part of the office is closed.

Two-thirds of the mailing list has been typed.

A majority of 3500 indicates his popularity in the constituency.
(b) use a plural verb when a plural noun follows the of.

Part of the walls are to be painted.

Two-thirds of our workers live in the suburbs.

The majority of our staff members live in villages.

Rule 15 The expression the number has a singular meaning and requires a singular verb, whereas
the expression a number has a plural meaning and takes a plural verb.
The number of board members is very small.
A number of board members were absent.
The number of orders still to be executed is estimated at nearly a hundred.
A number of our staff are going on leave.

Rule 16 In sentences containing the words one of, the verb is chosen as follows:

(&) Insimple form one of or one of the, a singular verb is used.
One of the reasons for his demotion is his carelessness.
One of the pens is missing from my desk.

(b) The sentences containing phrases one of those who or one of the things that, a plural verb is required.
He is one of those managers who favour increasing the staff.

1.5
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Here, favour agrees with those. In the phrase one of those who, those is the plural object of the
preposition of. In the subordinate clause who favour, the relative pronoun who is the subject and must
agree with its antecedent those.

Mr Verma is one of our officers who are accompanying me.

He is one of our employees who are always alert.

However, when only precedes one of/one of those, a singular verb is used.
Ramesh is the only one of our employees who is always alert.

Mr Verma is the only one of our officers who is accompanying me.

Rule 17 Certain collective nouns, though singular in form, are always used in the plural sense and
take a plural verb. For example, gentry, cattle, poultry, alphabet, offspring, etc.
These poultry are ready for sale.
There are twenty-six alphabets in English.
The cattle are grazing near the canal.

Rule 18 Certain nouns are always used in singular and followed by singular verbs. These are
not used in the plural sense and do not take on plural verbs. For example hair, issue, advice,
information, scenery, luggage, mischief, bread, abuse, furniture, land, business, machinery,
poetry, etc.

Her hair has turned grey now.

The scenery of Kasauli is beautiful.

Is there any information in this regard?

All the machinery is old.

I have sold all the furniture that was useless.

My luggage is lying at the bus stand.
Note: A plural sense is often expressed by using some other suitable word before the above nouns. For
example:

He gave me many pieces of advice. (not advices)

I have brought many items of furniture. (not furnitures)

They have purchased many plots of land. (not lands)

Rule 19 The words each, every, either and neither, used as pronouns or as adjectives, are always
singular and require singular verbs.
Each of them does have political ambitions.
Each employee is responsible for clearing his desk in the evening.
Neither of the boys is eligible for taking the examination.
Neither boy is eligible for selection.

Exception: If a parenthetical each follows a plural noun or pronoun, the verb should be plural.
The members each feel their responsibility.
They each have their own problems.
Ten each of these books are required.

Rule 20  All, any, more, most, some may be singular or plural depending on the meaning, and take
verbs accordingly.
Some of the books seem too old.
Some of the food is not good.
All the typing has been finished.
All the reports have been typed.
Most of the goods have been sold.
Most of the stock has been sold, but more of these shirts are due.
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Rule 21  The titles of books or magazines are considered singular and take singular verbs.

The Hindustan Times still has wide circulation.
“The Two Faces of Indira Gandhi’ is a best seller.

Rule 22 The following words and their compounds are always singular and require a singular verb.

body (anybody, everybody, nobody, somebody)
thing (anything, everything, nothing, something)
one (anyone, everyone, someone, no one)
Something is wrong with him these days.
Everybody in the office has tickets.

Everyone is required to clear their dues.

Nobody knows the trouble I have seen.

No one is entitled to have his debts cancelled.

Rule 23 A relative pronoun (who, which, that) used as a subject takes a singular or plural verb to
accord with its antecedent.

Measles is among the diseases that are curable.
This is only one of the local papers that prints a weekly horoscope.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING

RULE 1-23 SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT

Directions: In the following sentences, certain parts marked as 1, 2 3 and 4 are underlined. One of the
underlined parts may contain an error or may not be acceptable in standard written communication.
You have to identify the part containing an error. In some sentence there may not be any error, in such
cases the answer will be ‘5’ (i.e. “No error’)
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19.
20.
21.
22.

His watch (1)/and (2)/my digital camera (3)/was stolen. (4)/No error (5)

Our friend, (1)/as well as our group, (2)/are planning to (3)/enroll in this course. (4)/No error (5)
Electronics (1)/are the (2)/most (3)/difficult subject in this semester. (4)/No error (5)

Neither our coach (1)/nor the captain (2)/have ever (3)/played in this ground. (4)/No error (5)

This group of directors (1)/are the most (2)/talented bunch in (3)/our film industry. (4)/No error (5)

The majority of (1)/the tourists (2)/stay in (3)/loges. (4)/No error (5)

One of the (1)/clowns were (2)/wearing (3)/a long black hat. (4)/No error (5)

The politician (1)/gave us many (2)/bytes of (3)/interviews today. (4)/No error (5)

They each has (1)/their (2)/own methods of (3)/solving this problem. (4)/No error (5)

This is the only (1)/application that successfully (2)/run on all (3)/makes of mobile phones. (4)/No error (5)

. Neither of (1)/the girls are (2)/willing to participate (3)/in the completion. (4)/No error (5)
. All the work (1)/have been (2)/completed (3)/by the workers. (4)/No error (5)

I am replacing my (1)/furniture (2)/as it (3)/has become very old. (4)/No error (5)

The reports of his homecoming (1)/was (2)/brought (3)/by his friend. (4)/No error (5)
500 kilometers are (1)/quite (2)/a long (3)/distance (4)/No error (5)

One of the factors (1)/responsible (2)/for poverty (3)/are unemployment. (4)/No error (5)

. Everyone (1)/is (2)/eager to (3)/show their talent. (4)/No error (5)

Physics are (1)/opted by most of the students (2)/wishing to pursue (3)/their career in astronomy. (4)/No
error (5)

The members of the (1)/committee is (2)/not going to (3)/accept his proposal. (4)/No error (5)

The collection of (1)/religious books (2)/were (3)/very large. (4)/No error (5)

Ram, along with (1)/his friends (2)/are (3)/going on a long drive. (4)/No error (5)

The ashes of Nehru (1)/was (2)/submerged (3)/in the Ganga. (4)/No error (5)

1.7
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23. The length (1)/of railway tracks (2)/are (3)/enormous in India. (4)/No error (5)
24. Are (1)/there any news (2)/about your (3)/lost child? (4)/No error (5)
25. Most of the (1)/building (2)/in the city (3)/is very well planned. (4)/No error (5)

Explanations
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. His watch and my digital camera were stolen. [Rule 3]

. Our friend, as well as our group, is planning to enroll in this course. [Rule 4]

. Electronics is the most difficult subject is this semester. [Rule 7]

. Neither our coach nor the captain has ever played in this ground. [Rule 6]

. This group of directors is the most talented bunch in our film industry. [Rule 10]

. No error (Beware of pitfall: ‘stays’ would have been incorrect). [Rule 14-b]

. One of the clowns was wearing a long black hat. [Rule 16-b]

. The politician give us many bytes of interview today. [Rule 18]

. They each have their own methods of solving this problem. [Rule 19 (exception)]
. This is the only application that successfully runs on all makes of mobile phones. [Rule 23]
. Neither of the girls is willing to participate in the competition. [Rule 19]

. All the work has been completed by the workers. [Rule 20]

. 1 am replacing my furniture as it has become very old. [No error]

. The reports of his home coming were brought by his friend. [Rule 2]

. 500 kilometers is quite a long distance. [Rule 13]

. One of the factors responsible for poverty is unemployment. [Rule 16]

. Everyone is eger to show his talent. [Rule 22]

. Physics is opted by most of the students wishing to pursue their career in astronomy. [Rule 7]
. The members of the committee are not going to accept his proposal. [Rule 10]

. The collection of religious books was very large. [Rule 1]

. Ram, along with his friends is going on a long drive. [Rule 4]

. The ashes of Nehru were submerged is the Ganga. [Rule 9]

. The length of railway tracks is enormous in India. [Rule 15]

. s there any news about your lost child? [Rule 7]

. Most of the buildings in the town are very well planned. [Rule 20]

PRONOUNS AND ITS USES

Pronouns are words used in the place of a noun. Hence, a pronoun should not be used to begin a
sentence; a noun must first be used and then a pronoun should be used in place of it.

Rule 24 Use of who, which and that

@)

(b)

(©

(d)

©)

Who and that are used when referring to persons, who being used when the individual person or the
individuality of a group is implied and that when a class, type or species is implied.

He is the boy who understands Punjabi.

She is the kind of student that we want.

After adjectives of superlative degree that is used.

He is the wisest man that ever lived.

This is the best that we can do.

After two antecedents, one of which is the name of a person, and the other the name of some animal or
thing, use that in place of who or which.

The lady and her pet dog that came yesterday have come again today.

After such words as all, any, none, only, alone, nothing use that in place of which or who.

Man is the only animal that can think.

All that glitters is not gold .

Which is used when referring to places, objects and animals.

Our Annual Report, which is long, is now ready for distribution.
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Rule 25 The self- or selves-ending pronouns (myself, yourself, himself, herself, itself, ourselves,
themselves) should be used as follows:

(a) To emphasise a noun or pronoun already expressed.
The Principal himself distributed the sweets.
I will write myself.
The doctor himself examined the patient.

(b) To reflect the action expressed by the verb back on to the subject.
We have satisfied ourselves as to the wisdom of the action.
He found himself the only one in favour of the move.

(c) With words such as absent, apply, enjoy, present, drink, avail, exert, etc.
He presented himself before the manager.
He absented himself from the office today.

(d) But not in place of simple personal nouns.
Raman and | can distribute the sweets. (not myself)
The tickets are for Mr Gupta and me. (not myself)

Rule 26 When the indefinite pronouns (i.e. pronouns used for persons and objects in a general
way), one is the subject in a sentence, it must be followed by one or one’s and not his, her or him.
One should keep one’s promise.
One should do one’s duty.
However, if anyone, anybody, each one, everyone, someone are used, do not use one but his or her.
Everyone should take care of his health.
Everyone should take care of her dress.

Rule 27 Same is not a pronoun and as such it should not be used in place of a noun.
When you have read this book, please return it to me. (not return the same to me)
Take these books and return them to the library. (not return the same to library)

Rule 28 Use of each other and one another:
(a) Each other is used in reference to two persons.
The two brothers disliked each other. (not one another)
The two children quarrelled with each other. (not one another)
(b) One another is used in reference to more than two.
Good boys do not quarrel with one another. (not each other)

Rule 29 Use of either, neither, none, any, any one:
Use either or neither when referring to one out of two persons or things. When one out of more than
two is referred any, none, no one, are used.
Either of the two girls can pay for it.
Neither of the two brothers has been selected.
Any one of the employees can claim it.
None of the students of this class has scored more than 90%.

RULE 24—29 PRONOUNS AND ITS USES

Directions: In the following sentences, certain parts marked as 1, 2 3 and 4 are underlined. One of the
underlined parts may contain an error or may not be acceptable in standard written communication.
You have to identify the part containing an error. In some sentence there may not be any error, in such
cases the answer will be “5” (i.e. “‘No error’)
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. This is the (1)/worst which (2)/we can (3)/expect. (4)/No error (5)
. Lwill (1)/do my (2)/laundry (3)/myself. (4)/No error (5)

We have reached (1)/ourself (2)/to the conclusion that (3)/he is not guilty. (4)/No error (5)

. Sachin and myself (1)/can (2)/score the required runs (3)/to win the match. (4)/No error (5)

. Either (1)/of you (2)/all (3)/can buy the shares. (4)/No error (5)

. Roshan and myself (1)/will (2)/complete (3)/the job. (4)/No error (5)

. Neither (1)/of you all (2)/can participate (3)/in the function. (4)/No error (5)

. The two sisters (1)/helped (2)/one another (3)/whenever in need. (4)/No error (5)

. The (1)/Major himself (2)/supervised (3)/the whole proceedings. (4)/No error (5)

. One (1)/must (2)/stick (3)/to his stand. (4)/No error (5)

. One (1)/should (2)/keep (3)/one words. (4)/No error (5)

. Parrot is the (1)/only (2)/bird which (3)/can talk. (4)/No error (5)

. If you have (1)/watched (2)/the movie,(3)/lend the same to me. (4)/No error (5)

. None of the (1)/students (2)/from (3)/our college has qualified. (4)/No error (5)

. Heis (1)/the man (2)/that (3)/knows five languages. (4)/No error (5)

. He realized (1)/his mistake, (2)/so he gave (3)/him before the appropriate punishment. (4)/No error (5)
. The man (1)/and his dog (2)/who had won the race (3)/did not come to collect to his trophy. (4)/No error (5)
. Every one (1)/should (2)/understand (3)/their duties. (4)/No error (5)

. Wise men (1)/do not (2)/indulge (3)/in leg pulling with each other. (4)/No error (5)

. Your result who has been declared, (1)/can be (2)/accessed on (3)/our website. (4)/No error (5)
. Any (1)/of the students (2)/has (3)/done his homework. (4)/No error (5)

. All the (1)/students tried (2)/to ask questions (3)/to each other. (4)/No error (5)

. He (1)/kept him (2)/away from (3)/all the troubles. (4)/No error (5)

. Take (1)/this money and spend (2)/the same (3)/in two days. (4)/No error (5)

. One (1)/should not (2)/disobey (3)/one’s teacher. (4)/No error (5)

Explanations

1.
2.
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12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

This is the worst that we can expect. [Rule 24-b]

No error. [Rule 25-a]. (Beware of pitfall: though’ doing the laundry is the correct usage, but there can
be exceptions to this usage. However, students must understand that as a rule they shall look at the error
in the underlined portion of the sentence. If there is any exception or error in sentence which is not
underlines or marked as (a), (b), (c) or (d), it must be ignored.)

. We have reached ourselves to the conclusion that he is not guilty. [Rule 25-b]

. Sachin and | can score the required runs to win the match. [Rule 25-d]

. Either of you two can buy the shares. [Rule 29]

. Roshan and | will complete the job. [Rule 25-d]

. Neither of you two can participate in the function. [Rule 29]

. The two sisters helped each other wherever in need. [Rule 28-a]

. The major himself supervised the whole proceedings. [R/O error]

One must stick to one’s stand. [Rule 26]

One should keep one’s words. [No error]

Parrot is the only bird that can talk. [Rule 24-d]

If you have watched the movie, lend the same to me. [No error]

None of the students form our college has qualified.

He is the man who knows five languages. [Rule 24-a]

He realized his mistake, so he gave himself appropriate punishment. [Rule 25-c]

The man and his dog that had won the race did not come to collect this trophy. [Rule 24-c]

Everyone should understand their duties. [Rule 26]

Wise men do not indulge in leg pulling with one another. [Rule 28-b]

Your result which has been declared, can be accessed on our website. [Rule 24-e]

None of the students has done his homework. [Rule 29]

All the students tried to ask questions to one another. [Rule 28]
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23. He kept himself away from the troubles. [Rule 25-a]
24. Take this money and spend it in two days. [Rule 27]
25. One should not disobey one’s teacher. [No error]

AUXILIARY VERBS AND ITS USES

Rule 30 Use were to express a condition that is contrary-to-fact, an uncertainty or a wish.
I wish | were a king. (a wish)
If Mr Anil were here, he would know. (contrary-to-fact)
We saw a streak in the material, as if the goods were faded. (uncertainty)

Rule 31  Use of shall and will
(@) To indicate mere future action, use
I or we shall ...
You will ...
He, she, it or they will ...
I (or we) shall be glad to hear from you.
You will meet him at the railway station.
They (or he or she) will not find the journey too tiring.
Always say | shall unless you really mean I am willing or | am determined.
We shall appreciate an early reply.
If you use will here, it would mean we are determined to appreciate.
(b) To indicate determination, promise, desire, choice or threat use:
Iorwewill ...
You shall . ..
He, she, it or they shall . . .
I will clear the dues by the end of the week. (promise)
In spite of the risk, 1 will go to Punjab. (determination)
You shall obey me. (threat)
We (or I) will report you to the police. (threat)
He (or they) shall not work in my department any more. (determination)
(c) Inquestions
(i) Always use shall with I and we.
Shall I meet you at the railway station?
Shall I pay for it?
(ii) With you, he, she, it and they, use the word that is expected in the answer:
Shall he be punished? (expected answer: ‘He shall”)
Will you get the report typed today? (“Yes, | will’)
(d) To emphasise willingness, use will in all cases.
Yes, | will meet you in the evening.
Yes, he will meet you in the office.

Rule 32 Use of should and would

Should and would are past tenses of shall and will and in general express the same ideas as do shall
and will, except that should sometimes means ought.

You should not speak in that way.

We should respect our parents.

You should visit them now.

You would not enjoy that experience either.

I would not allow such an agitation.

Every day | would go jogging in the morning.
Note: In first person, always use should with the words glad, pleased, like, etc.
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RULE 30—32 AUXILIARY VERBS AND ITS USES

Directions: In the following sentences, certain parts marked 1, 2, 3 and 4 are underlined. One of the

und

erlined parts may contain an error or may not be acceptable in standard written communication.

You have to identify the part containing an error. In some sentence there may not be any error, in such
cases the answer will be “5’(i.e. “No error’)
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. If (1)/Sohan was (2)/here, were would have (3) got this deal. (4)/No error (5)
. We were (1)/appreciate a quick (2)/response (3)/from your desk. (4)/No error (5)
. They have (1)/not played (2)/in my (3)/team anymore. (4)/No error (5)

. Have(1)/you (2)/get the complaint lodged (3)/today. (4)/No error (5)

. You have (1)/not get paid (2)/for the (3)/article either. (4)/No error (5)

. I wish (2)/1 (2)/was (3)/able to fly like a bird. (4)/No error (5)

. ' was (1)/meet (2)/him tomorrow (3)/in the school. (4)/No error (5)

. Of course, (1)/1 shall (2) /take (3)/the exam. (4)/No error (5)

. When | (1)/was at Delhi, (2)/1 should go (3)/for a walk. (4)/No error (5)

. Will I (1)/write (2)/a story (3)/for you. (4)/No error (5)

. You (1)/would (2)/not ask (3)/such questions. (4) /No error (5)

. You will (1)/be fired (2)/if you (3) come late. (4)/No error (5)

. 1 (1)/promise that (2)/you shall (3)/have sweets. (4)/No error (5)

. 1 will (1)/make (2)/all the (3)/payments by tomorrow. (4) /No error (5)

. If (1)/you break (2)/rules, we shall (3)/report to the principal. (4)/No error (5)

Explanations
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. If Shohan were here, we would have got this deal. [Rule 30]

. We Shall appreciate a quick response from your desk. [Rule 31-a]
. They will not play in my team anymore. [Rule 31-b]

. Will you get the complaint lodged toady. [Rule 31-d]

. You will not paid for the article either.

. T wish I were able to fly like a bird. [Rule 30]

. | shall meet him tomorrow in the school. [Rule 31-a]

. Of course, 1 will take the exam. [Rule 31-a]

. When | was at Delhi, | would go for a walk.

. Shall I write a story for you. [Rule 32]

. You should not ask such questions. [Rule 32]

. You shall be fired if you come late. [Rule 31-c]

. | promise that you shall have sweets. [No error]

. | shall make all the payments by tomorrow. [Rule 316]

. If you break rules, we will report to the principal. [Rule 31-b]

ADJECTIVES AND ADVERBS

Adj

ectives and adverbs function as modifiers; that is, they qualify or restrict the meaning of other

words. Adjectives modify nouns and pronouns. Adverbs modify mainly verbs, adjectives and other
adverbs.

Ru

le 33 When referring to two persons, places or things use the comparative form; when referring

to more than two, the superlative form.

Rakesh is the taller of the two. (not tallest)
Of the two positions open, you have chosen the more promising one. (not most)
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That is the more efficient of the two methods. (not most)

That is the most efficient method that could be devised. (not more)
Today is the warmest day of the year. (not warmer)

Was Monday or Tuesday warmer? (not warmest)

Rule 34 Some adjectives and adverbs, from their very meaning, allow no comparison; for example
round, unique, square, perfect, completely, universally, correct, always, never, dead, etc. Such words
may be modified in meaning, however, by such adverbs as hardly, nearly or almost, in order to
suggest an approach to the superlative.

It is almost a square table. (not most or more)
That design is very nearly unique.
This plate is almost round.

Rule 35 When comparing one person or thing with a group of which itis a part, use the comparative
degree and the words any other to exclude the thing compared from other objects of the same class
or kind. In other words, in a comparative construction we must be sure that if A and B are compared,
A'is not included as part of B.

This coffee has a better flavour than any other coffee in the market.
Ludhiana is more populated than any other city in Punjab.
Gold is more costly than any other metal.

Rule 36 When comparing two qualities of the same person or thing, use more and not -er to form
the comparative.
Sujata is more clever than wise. (not cleverer)
Rajesh is more brave than wise. (not braver)

Rule 37 Guard against using double comparatives and superlatives.

She is the cleverest girl of her class. (not most cleverest)
Bhatnagar is one of the richest men of the town. (not most richest)

Rule 38 Fewer/less
Fewer refers to numbers and less refers to quantity and size or amount.

No fewer than fifty passengers were killed in the accident. (not less than)

Less effort was put forth by the members and thus fewer people attended the meeting.
Women now spend fewer hours in the kitchen.

Women now spend less time in the kitchen.

Rule 39 As many as/as much as
As many as expresses the number whereas as much as expresses quantity.
You have to collect as many stamps as possible. (not as much as)
Of the thirty students, as many as ten have failed. (not as much as)

Rule 40 Elder and eldest/older and oldest

Elder and eldest are used for the members of the same family. Also elder is followed by to and not
than. Older and oldest can be used with reference to persons.

I am the eldest member of my family. (not oldest)
Mr Gupta is older than his assistant. (not elder)
Sheela is eldest of the three sisters. (not oldest)

Ranjan is elder to Munish. (here both elder or older can be used because they may be brothers or may
be not)
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le 41 Avoid double negatives.

Words like hardly, scarcely, etc. are adverbs that are negative in meaning. Therefore, no other negative
should be used with them.

You could hardly expect that to happen (not couldn’t hardly)
He scarcely recognised me. (not didn’t scarcely)

RULE 33—41 ADJECTIVES AND ADVERBS

Directions: In the following sentences, certain parts marked 1, 2 3 and 4 are underlined. One of the

und

erlined parts may contain an error or may not be acceptable in standard written communication.

You have to identify the part containing an error. In some sentence there may not be any error, in such
cases the answer will be “5” (i.e. “No error’)

1.
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Sanjeev is (1)/fastest of (2)/the (3)/two. (4)/No error (5)

. Was (1)/the month (2)/of February or (3)/March longest? (4)/No error (5)

. This one (1)/is almost (2)/a perfect (3)/round table. (4)/No error (5)

. This brand (1)/of chocolate is costliest (2)/than any other (3)/brand of chocolate in the market. (4)/No error (5)

. Students (1)/now spend (2)/fewer (3)/time in the library. (4)/No error (5)

. He could not hardly (1)/believe (2)/that his name (3)/had appeared in the list of successful candidates. (4)/

No error (5)

. I must gather (1)/as many (2)/information (3)/as possible. (4)/No error (5)
. As much (1)/as fifty policemen (2)/were deployed (3)/at the function. (4)/No error (5)
. Ram and sham are good friends (1)/and Ram is the (2)/wisest (3)/of the two. (4)/No error (5)

Yesterday was (1)/the longer (2)/day of (3)/the year. (4)/No error (5)

Which mountain peak (1)/of the two (2)/is the (3)/highest? (4)/No error (5)

Of all (1)/my friends, (2)/Sohan is (3)/the most intelligent. (4)/No error (5)
Rahul is (1)/smarter (2)/than (3)/intelligent. (4)/No error (5)

Akram is the (1)/most fastest (2) /bowler (3)/in the world. (4)/No error (5)
Gopal is (1)/the most busiest (2)/boy of our (3)/class. (4)/No error (5)

Not less (1)/than fifty (2)/students failed (3)/in the test. (4)/No error (5)

My grandfather (1)/is the (2)/oldest (3)/member of our family. (4)/No error (5)
1am (1)/elder (2)/than (3)/my brother. (4)/No error (5)

Children (1)/now spend (2)/lesser (3)/time in playing ground. (4)/No error (5)
Chandigarh is (1)/more beautiful (2)/than any other (3)/city of North India. (4)/No error (5)

Explanations
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. Sanjeev is faster of the two. [Rule 33]

. Was the month of February of March longer?

. No error. [Rule 34]

. This brand of chocolate is costlier than any other brand of chocolate in the market [Rule 35]
. Students now spend less time in the library. [Rule 38]

. He could hardly believe that his name had appeared in the list of successful candidates [Rule 41]
. I must gather as much information as possible. [Rule 39]

. As many as fifty policemen were deployed at the function. [Rule 39]

. Ram and sham are good friends and Ram is the wiser of the two. [Rule 33]

. Yesterday was the longest day of the year. [Rule 33]

. Which mountain peak of the two is the higher? [Rule 33]

. Of all my friends, Sohan is the most intelligent. [No error]

. Rahul is more smarter than intelligent. [Rule 36]

. Akram is the fastest bowler in the world. [Rule 37]

. Gopal is the busiest boy of our class. [Rule 37]

. Not fewer than fifty students failed in the test. [Rule 38]
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17. My grand father is the eldest member of our family. [Rule 40]
18. | am older than my brother. [Rule 40]
19. Chandigarh is more beautiful then any other city of North India. [No error]

PREPOSITIONS

Prepositions are a part of speech used to show the relation of a noun or noun equivalent (the object of
the preposition) to some other word in the sentence.

Rule 42  All, of

Do not use of after all, unless the next word is a pronoun.
All the men belong to the Rotary Club.
All of us belong to the Rotary Club.
All of us boys belong to the Lake View Hostel.

Rule 43 Among, between
Among always implies more than two; between literally implies two. Between, however, is now often
used for three or more items, when each is regarded individually.
The teachers distributed the pens among the students. (more than two)
Distribute these clothes among the workers. (more than two)
The commission is divided evenly between the two partners. (only two persons)
What is the difference between a thief and a robber? (only two attributes)
However, between may be used for more than two persons or things in order to bring each person or
thing into the relation expressed.
The difference between the three girls was so slight that they might have been triplets.
While packing glass tumblers, be sure to place paper between them.
The three children had but ¥10 between them.

Rule 44 At in

Both atand in are used in reference to places. Mostly in is used for larger places and at for smaller places.
He lives at Gill Chowk in Moradabad.
She lives in Ghaziabad and works at Ingriham Institute.

Rule 45 In, into, into
In implies the position within and into implies motion without to within. In to is a two-word phrase
in which in is an adverb.

The correspondence is in the file.

He walked into my office.

Mr Sharma came in to see me.

Rule 46 Beside, besides
Besides means in addition to; beside means by the side of.
Besides, we need your support in this venture.
Besides being fined, he was also jailed.
| sat beside my teacher in the class.
I live beside the Post Office.

Rule 47 On, upon, up on
Both on and upon are interchangeable, although upon is a little more formal and emphatic. In the
two-word phrase up on, on is an adverb.
Please place the book on the table.
His statements were based upon the scientific data.
It will be necessary to step up on the school.

1.15
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Rule 48 Some words like senior, junior, prefer, prior, superior, inferior, preferable, etc. are followed
by to and not than.
He is senior to me in service.
Health is more preferable to wealth.
This cloth is inferior to that cloth.

Rule 49 Certain words are used in gerund (first form of a verb followed by -ing) along with
prepositions. For example abstain, confident, fond, insist, keen, persist, prohibit, refrain, succeed,
etc.
| prohibited him from parking his car near the entrance. (not to park)
She is confident of speaking English within six months. (not to speak)
| abstain from drinking on Tuesday. (not to drink)
He worked hard and succeeded in securing good marks. (not to secure)

Rule 50 Certain words are used in gerund without a preposition if followed by the first form of a
verh. For example, avoid, enjoy, help, dislike, help, stop, remember, etc.
He enjoys playing cards. (not to play)
Stop writing as the time is over. (not to stop)
| dislike playing with Rajan. (not to play)
Many people avoid drinking before their superiors. (not to drink)

Rule 51 Certain words are followed by different prepositions in different contexts. For example:
I agree with Mr Saxena.
| agree to your proposal.

In the above example, the word agree is used with two different prepositions, with and to. Agree
with is used for agreement with a person, whereas agree to is used for agreement to a plan, or
proposal.

To change the preposition is to convey a different meaning from the one that the speaker intended
or to convey no meaning at all. A partial list of such words with their appropriate prepositions in
different contexts is given below:

accompanied | with | anything having no life correspond | to a thing, denoting similarity
accompanied | by anything having life correspond | with | meaning to write to

agree with | a person confide in meaning to put faith in
agree to a proposal or plan confide to meaning to commit to one’s keeping
agree upon | a point dependent | on a person

agree on a course employed at a certain place or salary
adapted to a thing employed for | apurpose

adapted for a course, because of one’s nature employed in an organisation

adapted from | an author employed by a certain person

angry at a thing liable for | debts

angry with | a person liable to authority

apply for a position or for something proceed to a place

apply to a person proceed with | a matter begun

compare with | to bring out similar qualities wait at a place

compare to without analysing wait for | aperson

confer on meaning to give to wait on a customer

confer with | meaning to talk to




Building Blocks m

IMPORTANT WORDS FOLLOWED BY SUITABLE PREPOSITIONS

For selection of the preposition to be used with different words, carefully study the following list
of important words and the suitable prepositions to be used with them. This list will help you solve
questions regarding

(a) filling in the correct preposition in the blanks.

(b) detection of wrong prepositions used in sentences given in, ‘Spotting Errors’.

(c) sentence completion questions.
Note: Prepositions are italicised

A beset with danger
bestow a thing on or upon a person

concur in an opinion
condole with a person

abstain from food

abide by a statement
abound with living things
accede to a request
acceptance of a favour
arbitrate between two parties
annoyed at a thing
annoyed with a person
account for a fact

accuse of a crime

acquit of blame
acquiesce in decision
adapt to circumstances
adhere to a plan

agree to a proposal

agree with a person

aim at a thing

alight from a carriage
answer to a person
answer for conduct
appeal to a person for a thing
appeal against an order
approve of an action
ascribe to a cause

ask for a thing

ask from a person

aspire after worldly greatness
assent to a proposal
assure a person of safety
avail oneself of a chance
admit to or into a secret

bear with a person

begin with the fact

believe in one’s truthfulness
belong to a person

bent on going

bequeath a thing to a person

betray to the enemy

betray into his hands
beware of some danger
blame of an offence

blame a person for something
blind to the danger

blush at the sight

blush for one’s conduct
boast of one’s skill

borrow of or from a person
bring a thing to light

bring a thing under notice
brood over past things
burden someone with a load
burst into rage

buy a thing from a shop

C

charge a person with

cheat a person of his due
coincide with something else
combat with difficulties

commit to memory

committed against the law
common to man and woman
comply with a request

compare something with another
compensate a person for his loss
call upon or on a person

call at the office

call for punishment

catch at an opportunity

caution a person against

cease from quarrel(l)ing
compete with a person

compose of metal

conceal from others

concur with a person

conduce to health

confer favour on a person
confer with a person

confer about a thing
confess to a fault

confide in a person

conform to a rule or norm
conform with one’s views
congratulate a man on success
convive at others’ faults
consent to some proposal
consign to destruction
consist of material

consist in causes and results
consult with a person
consult on or about something
contribute to a fund

copy from a book

coverage to a point

convict a person of a crime
cope with a person

correspond with a person (to write)

correspond to something
correspond about a subject
count on a thing (depend)
count for nothing

crave for or after happiness
credit with good intentions
cure a man of a disease

D

dash against a wall
drawn on a person
debar from an action
defer to a man’s wishes
delight in poetry
deliver from a danger
demur to a statement
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depend on help

deprive a man of a thing

desist from an attempt

despair of success

deter a man from action

die of a disease

die from some cause

differ with a person

differ on a subject

differ from anything

differ to opinions

digress from the topic

dilate on a subject

dip into a river

disagree with a person
disapprove of anything

dispense with a man’s service
dispose off property or something
discharge from service

dissent from an opinion
distinguish one thing from another
distinguish between two things
divide between two, among many
divert a person from a path

divest someone of fear

draw money on banks

dominate over a subordinate
drive at some point

drop off a tree

dwell on some matter

elicit from a person

embark on boardship

embark in business

emerge from the hiding place
employ in some work

encroach on others’ right
endow a person with benefits
marks upon a career

enter into one’s plans

entitle to a property

entrust a person with something
envy at others’ success

escape from custody

excel in music

exchange my things with your things
exclude from the class

excuse him from paying the fine
exempt from duty

expel from college
expostulate with a person
extricate from danger

F
fail in one’s purpose
fail of success
fall among rogues
fall in love with someone
fall into difficulties
fall in with a suggestion
fall from the height
fall on the rival
feed on milk
feed with milk
feel for the troubled
fight against or with a person
fight out the reason
finish with a programme
frown upon a person
fill with something
fish for words
flirt with a person
fly into rage
furnish a person with a thing
furnish a thing to a person

G

gain on someone in competition
get at the truth

get on with a master

get out of debt

get to a journey’s end

glance at a sight

glance over some writing
grasp at a shadow

grapple with difficulties
grieve at or for an event
grumble at the change

guard against or from danger
guess at something

H

hanker after worldly pleasure
happen at a time

happen in a place

happen to a person

healed of a disease

hear of a news
hesitate at bribing
hint at the solution
hover over the rest
hush up a matter

impress an idea on a person
impress a person with an idea
increase in learning

indict a person for a crime
indulge in intoxicants
indulge himself with wine
inform a man of an event
inform a person about a thing
initiate a man into bribery
insinuate into one’s favour
insist upon going

inspire with patriotism
introduce with someone
introduce someone to someone
introduce into a place

intrude into your garden
invent in a factory

invest with power

invite to a party

involve a man in a crime
issue from the office

J

jest of sorrows

jeer at a person

join in work

join with a man

join to a thing

judge a person by his word
jump at an offer (readily accept)
jump to a conclusion

K
keep from meeting
keep to a position
know of a secret

L

lament for the dead
laugh at something
lay facts before someone



lay a person under obligation
level charges against someone
listen to complaints

live by labour

live on small wages

live for the family

live within one’s means

look after one’s health

lust after gold

M

make away with a thing
make out the meaning
marvel at one’s beauty
menace with punishment
merge into something larger
mourn for the dead

murmur at one’s fate

(o}

offend against traditions
operate on a patient
originate in a place or thing
overwhelm with goodness

P

part with a person
partake of some food
participate with the team
participate in the match
persist in the denial

RULE 42—51

pertain to the answer

point at an object

point to some result

possess oneself of the goodwill
prefer one thing to another
present him with a purse
preside at a meeting

preside over a function
prevent from falling

pride oneself on something
prohibit from drinking wine
protect from loss

purge the mind of superstitions

Q

question on the subject
quake with fear

reconcile to misfortune
reconcile with an enemy

refrain from an action

rejoice at the success of another
remonstrate against a person
replete with wealth

result from a cause

result in consequence

S

search for something lost
search into a matter (to examine)

Building Blocks

slur over a matter

smell of a fragrance

smile at a challenge

smile on a person

span of time

snap at a person

strip a person off his possession
subsist on a small income
succumb to hardship

sweep the dust off the surface
sympathize with a person
sympathize in his troubles

T

tamper with the figure
testify to a fact

trade in things

trade with a company
tresspass against rules
tresspass on a man’s time
tresspass in a man’s premises
trifle with a man’s feeling
triumph over difficulties
trust in a person

trust to his honesty

w/Y

wait at a table

wait on a person (attend)
yield to pressure

yearn for beauty

PREPOSITIONS

Directions: In the following sentences, certain parts marked 1, 2 3 and 4 are underlined. One of the
underlined parts may contain an error or may not be acceptable in standard written communication.
You have to identify the part containing an error. In some sentence there may not be any error, in such
cases the answer will be *5’(i.e. “No error’)

=
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. All of (1)/they (2)/are (3)/supporters of Indian cricket team. (4)/No error (5)

. The top leadership (1)/divides (2)/the spoils amongst (3)/themselves. (4)/No error (5)
. Some of (1)/the unpaid (2)/invoices (3)/are at this drawer. (4)/No error (5)
. ‘I .don’t want (1)/to go to a restaurant; (2)/beside, (3)/we can’t afford it’. (4)/No error (5)

. The contract was (1)/rendered (2)/void up on (3)/his death. (4)/No error (5)
. He refrained (1)/of (2)/hitting (3)/him back. (4)/No error (5)
. The child persisted on (1)/and kept (2)/asking (3)/questions. (4)/No error (5)

. Stop to (1)/teasing (2)/your little (3)/brother. (4)/No error (5)

. Subjects (1)/and verbs must (2)/always (3)/agree with English. (4)/No error (5)

. Sumita agreed (1)/with (2)/all my (3)/conditions. (4)/No error (5)

. The money was (1)/distributed (2)/equally (3)/between Ravi Kishan and Kajol. (4)/No error (5)
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The court (1)/divided (2)/the land equally (3)/among the two farmers. (4)/No error (5)
There is (1)/only one moon (2)/among (3)/countless starts. (4)/No error (5)

Rakesh ran in (1)/his house (2)/on seeing (3)/a dog outside. (4)/No error (5)

The bag (1)/is lying (2)/into (3)/the left almirah. (4)/No error (5)

The peon (1)/did not (2)/dare to sit (3)/besides his officer. (4)/No error (5)

Beside (1)/winning a (2)/trophy, he also (3)/won a scholarship. (4)/No error (5)

There was a (1)/huge mango (2)/tree beside (3)/my house. (4) /No error (5)

He agreed with (1)/what ever (2)/conditions were (3)/put before him. (4)/No error (5)

| completely (1)/agreed to (2)/my (3)/teacher (4)/No error (5)

All of we (1)/were interested (2)/in skipping (3)/the class. (4)/No error (5)

The institute (1)/is situated (2)/at Gurgaon (3)/at Haryana. (4)/No error (5)

With the (1)/expiry of (2)/the allotted time, (3)/the examinees stopped to write. (4)/No error (5)
| hate (1)/complaining (2)/over (3)/trivial things. (4)/No error (5)

He is (1)/junior (2)/than (3)/me. (4)/No error (5)

There is (1)/some difference (2)/between (3)/meanings of all the question. (4)/No error (5)
1.do (1)/not agree (2)/with (3)/your statement. (4)/No error (5)

He was (1)/very angry (2)/with (3)/their attitude. (4)/No error (5)

He is (1)/applying (2)/to (3)/a job. (4)/No error (5)

He was annoyed (1)/with (2)/having to (3)/answer So many questions. (4)/No error (5)

Explanations
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. All of them are supporters of Indian cricket team. [Rule 42]

. The top leadership divides the spoils among themselves. [Rule 43]

. Some of the unpaid invoices are in this drawer. [Rule 45]

. ‘I don’t want to go to a restaurant; besides, we can’t afford it’. [Rule 46]

. The contract was rendered void upon his death. [Rule 47]

. He refrained from hitting him back [Rule 49]

. The child persisted and kept asking questions. [Rule 49]

. Stop teasing your little brother. [Rule 50]

. Subjects and verbs must always agree in English. [Rule 51]

. Sumita agreed to all my conditions.

. To money was distributed equally among Ravi, Kishan and Kajal. [Rule 43]
. The court divided the land equally between the two farmers [Rule 43]

. There is only one moon among countless stars [Rule 43]

. Rakesh ram into his house on seeing a dog outside. [Rule 45]

. The bag is lying in the left almirah. [Rule 45]

. The peon did not dare to sit beside his officer [Rule 46]

. Besides winning a trophy, he also won a scholarship. [Rule 46]

. There was a huge mango tree beside my house. [No error]

. He agreed to what ever conditions were put before him. [Rule 51]

. | completely agreed with my teacher. [Rule 51]

. All of us were interested in skipping the class. [Rule 42]

. The institute is situated at Gurgaon in Haryana. [Rule 44]

. with the expiry of the allotted time, the examinees stopped writing. [Rule 50]
. | hate complaining. Over trivial things. [Rule 50]

. He is junior to me. [Rule 48]

. There is some difference between the meanings of all the questions. [Rule 42]
. 1 do not agree to your statements. [Rule 51]

. He was very angry at their attitude. [Rule 51]

. He is applying for a job. [Rule 51]

. He was annoyed at having so to answer so many questions. [Rule 51]
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ARTICLES

Rule 52  As a general rule the indefinite article a or an is used with nouns in singular number only;
the definite article the is used with any number.

Whenever, a singular noun begins with the sound of vowels (a, ¢, i, 0 and u) the indefinite article an is used
and if the word begins with a consonantal sound the indefinite article a is used; as
an industry, an office, an idea, an article
but
a book, a copy, a table, a cubboard, a cycle
If the word begins with a consonant sounding like a vowel, the indefinite article an is used.
an NRI, an heir
However, if the word begins with a vowel sounding like a consonant, the indefinite article a is used; as a
university, a European country

Rule 53 The indefinite article a or an is used before a singular noun which is countable as well as
with a noun complement such as

A terrorist has been killed in an encounter.

A water pump is a must in houses in Rajasthan.
A cup of tea is refreshing after the day’s work.
Lala Lajpat Rai was a great freedom fighter.

Rule 54 An indefinite article a or an is necessary in expressions referring to numbers, speed, price
and frequency such as

A kilogram of sugar
A dozen oranges

60 kilometre an hour
Three times a day

Rule 55 Sometimes the use of the indefinite article ‘a’ before certain adjectives changes the
meaning of the word with which it is used. For example, the use of a before the adjectives “few’,
‘little’, ‘slight’, etc. changes the very meaning expressed by these words. Few means nearly nothing
but a few means some. Note the following illustrations:

He has little time to spare. (means no time)

He has a little time to spare. (means sometime can be spared)

Few persons attended the lecture. (in negative sense means no person)
A few persons attended the lecture. (indicates that at least some persons)

Rule 56 Nouns that are countable and singular usually take an article. On the other hand, nouns
that are not countable do not take any article.

Water is essential for life. (article not used)

The water in the jug is not clean. (article the is used)

Gold is a precious metal. (article not used)

The gold in this ring is of poor quality. (article the is used)
Man is a social animal. (article not used)

He is the man who cheated me. (article the is used)

Apples are good for health. (article not used)

The apples in our orchard are not yet ripe. (article the is used)

Rule 57 The definite article the is used with things that are one of their kind. For example,

the moon, the earth, the sky, the North Pole
the Prime Minister, the President
In other words, nouns that single out one individual or thing.

1.21
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Rule 58 Definite article the is used before superlatives as also before only when it is used as an
adjective.
This is the best book on the subject.
This is the only reason.
This is the biggest blunder you have made.
This is the only purpose of my visit.

Rule 59 The is used before names of periodicals and newspapers, names of important buildings,
before names of rare or unique objects, names of rivers, oceans, bays, mountains, religious groups,
communities, institutions, etc.

I have read this news in the Tribune. (newspaper)

The earth revolves round the sun. (heavenly bodies)

The Taj Mahal is located at Agra in Uttar Pradesh. (important/rare building)

The Ganges is the largest river in India. (river)

Similarly, the definite article the is used before the names of books (if they do not have the name

of persons):

The Bible, The Autobiography of Mahatma Gandhi

The Two Faces of Indira Gandhi, The Kuran

but:

Julius Caesar, Macheth, Mahatma Gandhi’s Autobiography

Rule 60 The definite article the is used before words pointing out a class or kind of a thing. It is
sometimes done by using it before an adjective to represent a whole class.
The crow is a clever bird. (means all the crows)
The young will have to shoulder the responsibility. (means all the young)
The brave deserve the recognition.

Rule 61 The is used before a proper, a material or an abstract noun when used as a common
noun.
Shakespeare is the Kalidasa of English literature.
The gold of Argentina is now freely sold.

RULE 52—61 ARTICLES

Directions: In the following sentences, certain parts marked 1, 2, 3 and 4 are underlined. One of the
underlined parts may contain an error or may not be acceptable in standard written communication.
You have to identify the part containing an error. In some sentence there may not be any error, in such
cases the answer will be ‘5’ (i.e. “No error’)

1. The Democratic (1)/Party is a (2)/umbrella for many (3)/liberal groups. (4)/No error (5)

. This university (1)/is a unincorporated (2)/census-designated place in (3)/outskirts of the City. (4)/No error (5)

. We live (1)/an hour (2)/from (3)/the airport. (4)/No error (5)

. An university (1)/is an institution of (2)/of education and research,(3)/which grants degrees in a variety of
subjects. (4)/No error (5)

. Few participants (1)/turned up for (2)/the even though (3)/it was not advertised will. (4)/No error (5)

. He is (1)/player (2)/who (3)/won the match for us. (4)/No error (5)

. Mr. Barack H. Obama (1)/is 44" (2)/President (3)/of the United States. (4)/No error (5)

. Egyptian prosecutors (1)/Summoned (2)/former the President (3)/Hosni Mubarak for questioning. (4)/No
error (5)
9. This is (1)/clearly one of biggest (2)/reasons why accidents (3)/occur so frequently. (4)/No error (5)

10. Bible known as (1)/the Holy Bible, (2)/is collection of sacred scripture(3)/related to Judaism and Christianity.

(4)/No error (5)
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It will (1)/take nearly (2)/a hour (3)/to reach the destination. (4)/No error (5)

The water (1)/is important (2)/for the (3)/survival of life. (4)/No error (5)

Samudragupta is considered (1)/as (2)/a Napoleon (3)/of India. (4)/No error (5)

He studies (1)/in (2)/an European (3)/University (4)/No error (5)

Akbar was (1)/the great (2)/emperor (3)/of India (4)/No error (5)

The Ganga (1)/is revered (2)/as (3)/a holy river. (4)/No error (5)

The rate (1)/of onion (2)/has reached (3)/rupees 70 the kilogram. (4)/No error (5)

Gateway of India (1)/is a (2) popular (3) destination in Mumbai. (4)/No error (5)

Cow is (1) considered a (2) sacred animal (3) in India. (4) No error (5)

The old (1)/must give (2)/proper guidance (3)/to the youth. (4)/No error (5)

He is a honest (1)/person and has received (2)/received (3)/a commendation letter from his boss for his
honest ways. (4)/No error (5)

He is very tired (1)/because of hot day’s work. (2)/He needs (3)/the glass of water. (4)/No error (5)

He has no money left (1)/with him to purchase (2)/his essential things. He has spent (3)/a little money he
had. (4)/No error (5)

All the planets (1)/in our solar (2)/system revolve around (3)/a sun. (4)/No error (5)

He is a boy (1)/who helped (2)/me in crossing (3)/the road. (4)/No error (5)

Explanations
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. The Demaocratic Party is an umbrella for many liberal groups. [Rule 52]

. This university is an unincorporated census-designated place in outskirts of the City. [Rule 52]

. No error. [Rule 54]

. Auniversity is an institution of education and research, which grants degrees in a variety of subjects. [Rule 52]

. Afew participants turned up for the even though it was not advertised well. [Rule 55]

. He is the player who won the match for us. [Rule 56]

. Mr. Barack H. Obama is the 44th President the United States. [Rule 57]

. Egyptian prosecutors summoned former President Hosni Mubarak for questioning. [Rule 57]

. This is clearly one of the biggest reasons why accidents occur so frequently.

. The Bible known as the Holy Bible, is collection of sacred scripture related to Judaism and Christianity.
[Rule 59]

It will take nearly an hour to reach the destination. [Rule 52]
Water is important for the survival of life. [Rule 56]
Samudragupta is considered as the Napoleon of India. [Rule 61]
He studies in a European University. [Rule 52]
Akbar was a great emperor of India. [Rule 53]
The Ganga is revered as a holy river. [No error]
The rate of onion has reached rupees 70 a kilogram. [Rule 54]
The Gateway of India is a popular tourist destination in Mumbai. [Rule 59]
The cow is considered a sacred animal in India. [Rule 60]
The old must give proper guidance to youth. [No error]
He is an honest person and has received a commendation letter from his boss for his honest ways. [Rule 52]
He is very tired because of hot day’s work. He needs a glass of water. [Rule 53]
He has no money left with him to purchase his essential things. He has spent the little money he had.
[Rule 55]
All the planets in our solar system revolve around the sun. [Rule 57]
He is the boy who helped me in crossing the road. [Rule 56].
NSES
le 62 Ensure that correct tense is used.

(a) Simple present tense is used to convey general or universal truth and habitual sentences.
(b) Present continuous tense is used to convey the continuity of the action.
(c) Present perfect tense is used to convey the completion of an action that has some bearing on the present.
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For example

The earth revolves round the sun. (a universal truth)
I always brush my teeth after the meals. (habitual)
It has been raining for many hours. (an activity that has continued for quite some time)

Rule 63 The past tense in the principal clause must be followed by a past tense in the subordinate
or dependent clauses.

| felt that she was a little worried. (not is)

| forgot that they were coming today. (not are)
I saw that the machine had stopped. (not has)
| found that he was guilty. (not is)

I thought that she was absent. (not is)

Exceptions
(a) When a universal truth is expressed in the subordinate clause, its tense is not changed.
He said that the earth revolves round the sun. (not revolved)
I told him that honesty is the best policy. (not was)
Newton knew that the earth rotates.
He forgot that the earth rotates.

(b) When the subordinate clause begins with than or as, any tense form can be used in the
subordinate clause, even though principal clause is in past tense.
I met her more frequently than | meet you.
I saw her oftener than | see you.
She loved you more than she loves me.
He cared for you more than he cares for his brother.

RULE 62—63 TENSES

Directions: In the following sentences, certain parts marked 1, 2, 3 and 4 are underlined. One of the
underlined parts may contain an error or may not be acceptable in standard written communication.
You have to identify the part containing an error. In some sentence there may not be any error, in such
cases the answer will be ‘5’ (i.e. “No error’)

[y

. She is (1)/weeping (2)/for (3)/many hours. (4)/No error (5)

. | observed (1)/that he has (2)/a difficulty in (3)/answering my questions. (4)/No error (5)
. L found (1)/that he has done (2)/nothing (3)/deserving death. (4)/No error (5)

. 1told him (1)/to stop (2)/to hang (3)/with the bad boys. (4)/No error (5)

. | played with (1)/him more than (2)/anybody else he played (3)/with did. (4)/No error (5)
. He always (1)/is reaching (2)/the school (3)/in time. (4)/No error (5)

. All the plants (1)/are revolving (2)/around (3)/the sun. (4)/No error (5)

. What is (1)/Ram doing? (2)/He prepares for (3)/his exam. (4)/No error (5)

. He is working (1)/very hard (2)/for the last (3)/five years. (4)/No error (5)

. We have been living (1)/in (2)/the houses (3)/for since 1984. (4)/No error (5)

. The teacher (1)/told (2)/us that the sun (3)/rose in the East. (4)/No error (5)

. He regretted (1)/that (2)/he could (3)/not pass the exam. (4)/No error (5)

. He thought (1)/that (2)/God will (3)/help him. (4)/No error (5)

. | realized (1)/that (2)/the train (3)/has stopped. (4)/No error (5)

. He found (1)/that the level (2)/water (3)/was not very low. (4)/No error (5)

. 1 guided (1)/him (2)/more (3)/intensely than I guided you. (4)/No error (5)

. | liked (1)/your house (2)/more than (3)/I liked my own. (4)/No error (5)

. He read (1)/story books more often (2)/than (3)/he read poetry books. (4)/No error (5)
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19. He respected (1)/his teachers (2)/more than (3)/he respected his parents. (4)/No error (5)
20. | met (1)/my male friends more (2)/frequently (3)/than | meet my female friends. (4)/No error (5)

Explanations

I el el e e e e N e S
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. She has been weeping for many hours. [Rule 62]

. T observed that he had a difficulty in answering my questions. [Rule 63]

. | found that he had done nothing deserving death. [Rule 63]

. | told him to stop hanging with the bad boys [Rule 63 exception]

. | played with him more than anybody else he plays with did. [Rule 63 exception]

He always reaches school in time [Rule 62]

. All the planets revolve around the sun [ Rule 62]

. What is Ram doing? He is preparing for his exam. [Rule 62]

. He has been working very hard for the last five years [Rule 62]

. We have been living in this house since 1984. [No error]

. The teacher told us that the sun rises in the East [Rule 63]

. He regretted that he could not pass the exam. [No error]

. He thought that God would help him [Rule 63]

. | realized that the train had stopped [Rule 63]

. He found that the level of water was very low. [No error]

. | guided him more intensely than | guide you. [Rule 63-b]

. | liked your house more than | like my own [Rule 63-b]

. he read story books more often than he reads poetry books. [Rule 63-b]
. He respected his teachers more than he respects his parents [Rule 63-b]
. | met my male friends more frequently than | meet my female friends [No error]

CONJUNCTIONS

Conjunctions are words used to join words, sentences and clauses together. Note the following
conjunctions:

As soon ... as

Both ... and

Either ... or

Neither ... nor

Lest ... should

Not only ... but also
Hardly ... before or when
Though ... yet

Whether ... or

Scarcely ... when or before

Rule 64 When a negative co-relative is used in the beginning of a sentence, a helping verb must be
used before the subject (e.g. do, does, did, etc.)

Scarcely did she hear the news when she began to cry.
Not only was he accused of theft, but also of murder.
No sooner did she hear the news than she wept.

No sooner did the doctor come than she died.

Also, note that no sooner is followed by than and not then or when;

No sooner did the news reach him than he fainted. (not when or then)
No sooner did she see me than she started grumbling. (not when or then)

Rule 65 Though ... yet
(&) When though is used with a verb in the subjunctive mood (expressing doubt, a condition contrary-to-fact,

a wish, a concession) it is followed by yet and not by but;

1.25
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Though he might not have recognised me, yet it is rude of him.
Though she disallowed me, yet | will go to her.

(b) When though is used with a verb in an indicative mood (expressing a fact or making a statement) a comma

is used in place of yet.
Though he is my relation, | shall not spare him.
Though he is known to me, | shall not favour him.

RULE 64—65 CONJUNCTIONS

Directions: In the following sentences, certain parts marked 1, 2, 3 and 4 are underlined. One of the

und

erlined parts may contain an error or may not be acceptable in standard written communication.

You have to identify the part containing an error. In some sentence there may not be any error, in such
cases the answer will be ‘5’ (i.e. “No error”)

1.
2.

©O© 00 N Ul bW

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Scarcely has (1)/she finished (2)/reading when (3)/she fell asleep. (4)/No error (5)
No sooner did (1)/they realize that they had made (2)/a mistake that the (3)/company went bankrupt. (4)/
No error (5)

. Barely had the (1)/won the match (2)/that the coach (3)/had a heart attack. (4)/No error (5)

. Hardly had (1)/1 arrived (2)/home when (3)/the telephone rang. (4)/No error (5)

. While (1)/he might not have been successful, (2)/yet (3)/1 offered him the chance. (4)/No error (5)
. Though (1)/he is my friend, (2)/so I shall not (3)/support his misdeeds. (4)/No error (5)

. While (1)/he often breaks (2)/his promises, (3)/1 trust him. (4)/No error (5)

. Though (1)/he knows English very well, (2)/yet I shall not (3)/hire him. (4)/No error (5)

. Though (1)/he might not have (2)/studied very well (3)/yet he may pass the exams. (4)/No error (5)

Though (1)/he did not permit (2)/me to enter the hall, (3)/since | am going to attend the meeting. (4)/No error (5)
Scarcely (1)/will he reach (2)/the park, (3)/when he saw a snake. (4)/No error (5)

Hardly did (1)/I finished (2)/my homework (3)/when my friends came to me for playing a game. (4)/No error (5)
No sooner did (1)/they know (2)/that they were (3)/wrong than they were arrested. (4)/No error (5)

Barely (1)/did they win (2)/the game when (3)/their appointments attacked them. (4)/No error (5)

Hardly (1)/had he learnt how (2)/to ride a cycle, (3)/when he fractured his leg. (4)/No error (5)

Explanations

[y
o

. Scarcely had she finished reading when she fell asleep. [Rule 64]

. No sooner did they realize that they had made a mistake than the company went bankrupt [Rule 64]
. Barely had they won the match when the coach had a heart attack. [Rule 64]

. Hardly had I arrived home when telephone rang. [Rule 64]

Though he might not have been successful, yet | offered him the chance. [Rule 65]

. Scarcely had he reached the park, when he saw a snake [Rule 64]

. Hardly had I finished my homework, when my friends came to me for playing game. [Rule 64]

. No sooner did they know that they were wrong, than they were arrested. [Rule 64]

. Barely had they won the game then their opponents attacked then [Rule 64]

. Hardly had he learnt how to ride a bicycle when he fractured his leg [No error]

MISCELLANEOUS RULES

Ru

le 66 When, while, after, till, before: When these words are used in the subordinate clause with

reference to some future event, they are not followed by a verb in the future tense.

Before the rain would stop, they would have reached home. (incorrect)
Before the rain stops, they would have reached home. (correct)

When you will come to me, we will go to Ludhiana. (incorrect)

When you come to me, we will go to Ludhiana. (correct)
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Rule 67 Until/unless: Mistakes are generally committed in using these words. Until means time
before and unless shows condition and means if not.

I cannot solve it unless you tell me its method.
Until she was informed officially, she had no idea about the plans.

Rule 68 Doubt that/doubt whether: Doubt that is used in negative sentences and doubt whether in
positive sentences;

I do not doubt that he will succeed.

I doubt whether the news is true.

I doubt whether our country is really free.
We do not doubt that he will be fully cured.

Rule 69 Need/Needs: As a regular verb, need means require. In the present tense, with third person
singular, when followed by a negative, the final s is not added.

He need not worry. (negative not is followed)

He needs to be worried. (negative not is not followed)

However, regular forms should not be confused

He dare not do it again. (i.e. does not have courage)

She dare not come to me. (i.e. does not have courage to come to me)
However, if it is not followed by a negative word (not) or used in the sense of challenge, s is to be
added.

She dare not to disobey me.

but

She dares to disobey me. (a challenge)

She dares to insult me. (a challenge)

It should, however, not be confused when used as a normal verb:

I dare, he dares, she dares, they dare, we dare, Sunita dares

Rule 70 Since/from/for: Both since and from imply a point of time (definite time, day, date, etc.)
and for implies period of time.

(a) Since indicates point of time with present perfect or perfect continuous tense.
(b) From indicates point of time with all other tenses.
(c) For indicates period of time with present perfect or perfect continuous tense.

For example:

I have done nothing since yesterday.
She has been ill since last Friday.

She will go to school from today.

He commenced work from 30th January.
I have not seen him for a long time.

Rule 71  As long as/while/until: As long as and while are used to express the duration of an action,
whereas until is used to express the time before an action takes place (see also Rule 65).
As long as you remain in the office, you will get no rest. (not until)
Wait here until | come. (not as long as)
While | am sitting here, you can work on it. (not as long as or until)

Rule 72 On/over: On suggests contact with something ; over suggests a higher position without
actual contact.
Keep this book on the table.
Place this cup on the table.
Keep the umbrella over your head.
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Rule 73  You, he/she, I: When pronouns having different persons are used, the second person (you)
should come first, then the third person (he or she) and last of all the first person (I).
You, he and | should try to visit Sri Lanka. (not I, you and he)
It is between you and me. (not me and you)

Rule 74 Who and whom: To determine correct usage of who or whom cover the beginning of the
sentence, including who or whom and read what is left, inserting he or him. If he sounds right use who;
if him sounds right use whom.

It was he whom we chose to be our captain.

(We chose him to be captain; so use whom)

It was he who we thought would win the prize.
(We thought he would win the prize; so use who)

Rule 75 Prepositions are not required after such words as: attack, accompany, discuss, emphasize,
fear, join, request, resist, pervade, precede, violate, reach, shirk, resemble, recommend, etc.
They attacked the enemy. (not on the enemy)
She resembles her mother. (not with or to her mother)
I have ordered the book. (not for the book)
One should not fear death. (not from death)
You can request him. (not request to)

Rule 76 Do not use that with words like how, whether, why, what, where, when, whom, whose,
which, etc.
Nothing can be said that when he is expected to arrive. (incorrect)
Nothing can be said when he is expected to arrive. (correct)
He could not explain that why he was late. (incorrect)
He could not explain why he was late. (correct)
It is difficult to say that whether he will succeed. (incorrect)
It is difficult to say whether he will succeed. (correct)
In the above sentences that is not required. However, as to can be used. For example:
He could not explain as to why he was late.

Rule 77 Due to/caused by: Due to and caused by introduce adjective phrases and should modify
nouns. These words must be properly related to some noun or pronoun and should not be used to
begin a sentence.

Her success is due to her hard work. (modifies success)

His failure was caused by his laziness. (modifies failure)

These words should not be used to begin a sentence. For example:
Due to workers’ strike, the factory remained closed. (incorrect)
Because of the workers’ strike, the factory remained closed. (correct)

Rule 78 Because of/on account of/so that/in order that

(a) Because of and on account of introduce adverbial phrases and should modify verbs.
He resigned because of ill-health. (modifies resigned)
She resigned on account of ill-health. (modifies resigned)
(b) To express a cause or reason use because of and to express purpose use in order that or so that.
Men work so that they may earn a living. (not because)
He missed his class because he overslept. (not in order that/so that)
(c) Do not use because and reason together.
The reason why he missed his class was because he overslept. (incorrect)
The reason why he missed his class was that he overslept. (correct)
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Rule 79  Express parallel ideas in parallel form.
(a) Adjectives should be paralleled by adjectives, nouns by nouns, subordinate clauses by subordinate clauses,

etc.

This generator is inexpensive, noiseless and it is easily operated. (incorrect)
This generator is inexpensive, noiseless and easily operated. (correct)

This course is challenging and an inspiration. (incorrect)

This course is challenging and inspiring. (correct)

(b) Correlative conjunctions (either ... or, neither ... nor, not only ... but also, etc.) should be followed by

elements in parallel form.

She is not only proficient in desk work but also in marketing. (incorrect)
She is proficient not only in desk work but also in marketing. (correct)

I have written both to their branch office and Head Office. (incorrect)

I have written to both their branch office and Head Office. (correct)

He would neither study at home nor would he go to school. (incorrect)
He would neither study at home nor go to school. (correct)

RULE 66—79 MISCELLANEOUS RULES

Directions: In the following sentences, certain parts marked 1, 2, 3 and 4 are underlined. One of the
underlined parts may contain an error or may not be acceptable in standard written communication.
You have to identify the part containing an error. In some sentence there may not be any error, in such
cases the answer will be *5’ (i.e. “No error”)

[y

Pl el el o i
© 0O ~NO WL AWNPRO

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

. Before the(1)/train would stop, (2)/they would have (3)/rushed towards the door. (4)/No error (5)
. I shall not (1)/lend you money (2)/until you (3)/give me gold. (4)/No error (5)

They did not come (1)/unless (2)/the meeting (3)/was half over. (4)/No error (5)

. | doubt that we’ll (1)/see the comet (2)/if the clouds don’t (3)/clear soon. (4)/No error (5)

. | doubt whether (1)/Binny has (2)/really (3)/lost 15 kgs. (4)/No error (5)

. I have (1)/not sold (2)/anything (3)/for last Monday. (4)/No error (5)

. The students (1)/can handover to (2)/the teacher (3)/their applications. (4)/No error (5)

. The captain (1)/could not (2)/explain that why (3)/the team lost the match. (4)/No error (5)

. Because of the (1)/rain the match (2)/was (3)/cancelled. (4)/No error (5)

. L have (1)/complained both to (2)/their distributor and retailer (3)/for the faulty product. (4)/No error (5)
. Unless (1)/he reached the spot, (2)/he had no clue (3)/what had happened there. (4)/No error (5)

. He needs (1)/not take (2)/the situation on (3)/very serious by. (4)/No error (5)

. You will (1)/have to work (2)/today as long as (3)/I come back. (4)/No error (5)

. Itis not (1)/easy to explained that (2)/why stone is (3)/hard and take is soft. (4)/No error (5)

. Death will (1)/definitely come (2)/one day (3)/one should not fear from it. (4)/No error (5)

. Why are you (1)/throwing the articles on the ground? (2)/keep them (3)/over the table. (4)/No error (5)

. His brother (1)/is young, (2)/energetic (3)/and he is passionate. (4)/No error (5)

. Heis not only eligible (1)/for medical course (2)/but also (3)/for non-medical course. (4)/No error (5)

. The reason (1)/why he could not (2)/complete his homework was because he had (3)/played the whole day.

(4)/No error (5)

Due to his (1)/long absence from (2)/the job, (3)/he was suspended. (4)/No error (5)

Because of (1)/his casual approach, (2)/he was unable (3)/to survive in competitive world. (4)/No error (5)
I do not doubt (1)/whether he (2)/has brought (3) /correct information (4)/No error (5)

It has (1)/been raining (2)/continuously (3)/since last two days. (4) /No error (5)

I, you and he (1)/must plan (2)/how we can spend (3)/our coming summer vacations. (4)/No error (5)

It was Ram (1)/who we (2)/elected (3)/our leader (4)/No error (5)
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Explanations
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. Before the train stops, they would have rushed towards the door. [Rule 66]
. I shall not lend you money unless you give me gold. [Rule 67]

They did not come unit the meeting was half over. [Rule 67]

. | doubt whether we’ll see the comet if the clouds don’t clear soon. [Rule 68]

. | doubt that Binny has really lost 15 kgs. [Rule 70]

. | have not sold anything since last Monday. [Rule 70]

. The students can handover the teacher their applications. [Rule]

. The captain could not explain why the team lost the match. [Rule 76]

. Due to the rain the match was cancelled. [Rule 77]

. | have complained to both their distributor and retailer for the faulty product.

. Until he reached the spot, he had no clue what had happened there. [Rule 67]

. He need not take the situation very seriously. [Rule 69]

. You will have to work today till I come back. [Rule 71]

. Itis not easy to explain why stone is hard and talk is soft. [Rule 76]

. Death will definitely come one day. One should not fear it. [Rule 75]

. Why are you throwing articles on the ground? Keep them on the table. [Rule 72]

. His brother is young, energetic and passionate. [Rule 79-a]

. Heis eligible not only for medical course but also for non medical course. [Rule 79-b]
. The reason why he could not complete his homework was that he had played the whole day. [Rule 78]
. Because of his long absence from the job he was suspended. [Rule 77]

. Because of his casual approach, he was unable to survive in this competitive world. [No error]
. 1 doubt whether he has brought correct information. [Rule 68]

. It has been raining continuously for last two days. [Rule 70]

. You, he and | must plan how we can spend our summer vacations. [Rule 73]

. It was Ram whom we elected our leader. [Rule 74]

AVOID REDUNDANCIES

Rule 80 Redundancy refers to the use of more words than necessary to make a statement.
Redundancy is moderate formality and is restricted almost completely to indicating an excess caused
by tautology: redundant phrases like ‘essential requisite” or ‘fundamental basis’. It may also mean use
of unnecessary adjectives or words that needlessly make the sentence a sort of re-statement by using
unwanted words. These type of errors are often seen in written English communication and are not

desirable in grammaticaly correct sentences.

Notice below that the words in brackets contribute nothing to the meaning. Avoid such wordiness

or redundancy in your written communication:

(important or basic) essentials
in (the city of) Ludhiana
co-operated (together)

as a (usual) rule

(true) facts

blue (in colour)

small (in size)

ten (in number)

Examples

1.

2.

The Prime Minister’s explanation represented a consensus of opinion.

In this sentence the words ‘of opinion” is not required and is an example of redundancy or wordiness.
Shanti said that she stayed for a short period of time in the hospital.

In this sentence ‘of time’ is not needed because the ‘period’ signifies it.
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3. Shri DK Oswal, our Chairman-cum-Managing Director has returned back from his European tour only this
morning.
In this sentence, one word is sufficient, if returned is being used, back need not be used.

4. To revise the rules of grammar refer back to Chapter 11 of this book.
In this sentence, the usage ‘refer’ is sufficient and there is no need to add ‘back’ in this sentence.

5. He has been warned not to repeat this mistake again.
In this sentence the word ‘again’ is redundant and should be avoided.

6. Intoday’s meeting | saw the whole scene with my own eyes and was surprised to see the discipline of the
members.
In this sentence, there is no need to add the words ‘with my own eyes’.

7. | saw a widow woman standing at the gate of our Church in the morning; she probably had some trouble.
In this sentence ‘woman’ is not required.

8. I saw six different kinds of washing machines in the showroom.
In this sentence, there is no need to add ‘different’ because the word ‘kinds’ implies the meaning.

RULE 80 AVOID REDUNDANCIES

Directions: In the following sentences, certain parts marked 1, 2, 3 and 4 are underlined. One of the
underlined parts may contain an error or may not be acceptable in standard written communication.
You have to identify the part containing an error. In some sentence there may not be any error, in such
cases the answer will be “5” (i.e. “No error?)

. Lhave (1)/purchased (2)/three different versions (3)/of the this software. (4)/No error (5)

. The company has (1)/returned back (2)/the faulty fan as it (3)/was out of warranty. (4)/No error (5)

. Repeating again (1)/your mistake (2)/will cause (3)/problems for you. (4)/No error (5)

. You can rewind back (1)/the movie to know (2)/what happened (3)/before this Scene. (4)/No error (5)
. | observed myself (1)/his behaviour (2)/in the office and found it to (3)/. (4)/No error (5)

. Let us all (1)/cooperate together (2)/to take this (3)/company to the top. (4)/No error (5)

. Itis general (1)/censuses of opinion (2) /that we must go (3)/for a picnic today. (4)/No error (5)

. You must (1)/first finish (2)/the food before (3)/you go to play. (4)/No error (5)

. The audience (1)/cheered when (2)/he rose up (3)/to sing a song. (4)/No error (5)

. He (1)/returned back (2)/after completing (3)/the task. (4)/No error (5)

. All other members, (1)/except Mr. Sharma, (2)/attended (3)/the meeting. (4)/No error (5)

. Reach the spot (1)/sharp at 10 (2)/or else we (3)/shall leave you behind. (4)/No error (5)

. Ram was elected (1)/the head boy (2)/of his school (3)/unanimously by all the students. (4)/No error (5)
. The train (1)/will reach (2)/the station sharp (3)/at 8 pm in the evening. (4)/No error (5)

. The school (1)/opens (2)/at (3)/8 Am. (4)/No error (5)

. In my opinion, (1)/1 think that (2)/he will (3)/surely help you. (4)/No error (5)

. Lhave (1)/read the (2)/biography (3)/of Gandhi’s life. (4)/No error (5)

. The three friends (1)/have nothing (2)/in common (3)/with each other. (4)/No error (5)

. 1.do not (1)/trust him. (2)/He often gives (3)/false misstatements (4)/No error (5)

. I have (1)/enclosed herewith (2)/all the (required) (3)/documents. (4)/No error (5)
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Explanations

I have purchased three versions of this software. [Rule 80—*different’ is redundant here.]

The company has returned the faulty fan as it was out of warranty. [Rule 80— ‘back’ is redundant here]

Repeating your mistake will cause problems for you. [Rule 80—*‘again’ is redundant here]

You can rewind back the movie to know what happened before this scene.

. T observed his behaviour in the office and found it to be inappropriate. [Rule 80—‘myself” is redundant
here]

6. Let us all cooperate to take this company to the top [Remove together]

oW e
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. Itis general consensus that we must go for a picnic today. [Remove of opinion]

. You must finish the food before you go to play. [Remove first]

. The audience cheered when he rose to sing a song. [No need to add ‘up” with ‘rose]
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
13,
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

He returned after completing the task. [No need to add ‘back’ with ‘returned’]

All members except Mr. Sharma attended the meeting. [Remove ‘other’]

Reach the spot sharp at 10 or we shall leave you behind. [No need to add ‘else’ with or]
Ram was elected the head boy of his school unanimous by all the students’]

The train will reach the station sharp at 8 P.M [No need to mention “In the evening”]
The school opens at 8 A.m. [No error]

I think that he will surely help you. [Remove ‘In my opinion]

I have read the biography of Gandhi. [Remove ‘life’]

The three friends have nothing in common. [Remove ‘with each other’]

I do not trust him. He often gives false statements.

I have enclosed all the required documents. [Remove ‘herewith’]



Spotting the Errors

In several examination, this section usually has 10-12 sentences with grammatical/word-usage/spelling
errors, which are expected to be detected and rectified. For attempting such questions familiarity
with the basic grammar rules, including spellings and the correct usage of words, is essential. Some
sentences may not have any error, in that case ‘No error’ is marked as answer.

There are several kinds of errors found in written communication. These may occur due to
grammatical mistakes or due to slips in idiomatic usage. Grammatical errors are quite widespread.
For tackling such questions in examinations, some common errors and rules of correct grammatical
usage have been explained in this chapter.

FORMAT OF THE QUESTIONS

Questions for spotting errors may be in various formats, the most common one of which are illustrated
below:

SET-1

Here, certain parts of a sentence are underlined and the candidate has to detect the error in the underlined
part of the sentence.

Ilustration: In the following sentences certain parts marked A, B, C and D are underlined. One of the
underlined parts may contain an error or may not be acceptable in standard written communication.
You have to identify the part containing an error. In some sentences there may not be any error, in
such cases the answer will be ‘E’ (i.e. “No error’):

1. Harshad, along with his brother Ashwani and six senior bank officials, were arrested. No error

A B C D E
2. Planting trees helps prevents soil errosion. No error
A B C D E
3. 1shall buy one of the radios that is on sale. No error
A B C D E
4. She wore a dress to the party that was far more attractive than the other girls. No error
A B C D E

5. Each of the hotel’s 150 rooms were equipped with AC and colour TV. No error
A B C D E
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Answers
1.D 2.C 3.C 4.D 5B

Explanations

1.

In this sentence, the error is in part D, which should read was in place of were. This is because the
grammatical subject is Harshad Mehta only, which is singular and as such takes the singular verb was.

If you carefully read this sentence, you will find that there are not many men making the survey. There
is only one man, who is making the survey. Therefore, the antecedent of who must be one, which takes a
singular verb who is.

In this sentence, that refers to radios (plural subject) and takes the plural verb are. The verb must agree in
number with its subject.

In this sentence there is an error in part D. The dress that the girl wore was more attractive than the dresses
of the other girls—not more attractive than the other girls. Therefore, the sentence should read ‘... than
those of the other girls.’

In this sentence there is an error in part B because the subject and the verb do not agree in number. The
sentence should read ‘Each of the hotel’s 150 rooms was equipped...’. The singular subject (each) requires
a singular verb (was equipped; not were equipped).

SET-Il

Instead of underlining the parts of a sentence, here you will find that the sentence is split into four
parts and each part is separated by a bar(/) and is either numbered 1—- 4 or marked A—D. Your task is
to detect the part that contains any error.

Illustration: Each of the following sentences is split into four parts. Detect the part containing an error.
If there is no error in any of the parts, mark your answer ‘5’ or ‘E’ (i.e. ‘No error’):

1.

This was one of the reason (A)/why the industry flourished (B)/in such rich countries (C)/as Japan and
Britain (D). No error (E)

This advertising has had (A)/an adverse affect on our (B)/present business and it may (C)/damage our
reputation in future (D). No error (E)

. The number of orders (A)/for that item have increased (B)/greatly; several of them (C)/have come from

Egypt (D). No error (E)

He is one of the employees (A)/who was given a (B)/bonus and the only one of the employees (C)/who was
promoted (D). No error (E)

This letter, along with (A)/these invoices and the statements (B)/of monthly sales are (C)/to be typed today
(D). No error (E)

Answers
1. (A)reasons 2. (B)effect 3.(B)has 4.(B)were 5.(C)is

SET-1lI

In another type of sentence correction question, you will find sentences with a blank space. You have
to select from answer choices the word/words to make the sentence grammatically correct.

Ilustration: Select from the answer choices given under each sentence to form grammatically correct
sentence:

1.

Please vote for the member . . . has done the most for our village.
(a) whom you believe (b) who you believed (c) that you believe (d) who you believe



Spotting the Errors

2. The decoration of the new office block, including the furniture and curtains, . . .
(a) is more pleasing (b) are more pleasing (c) is most pleasing (d) have most pleasing

3. The chief competitor, as well as ourselves, . . . prices this summer.
(a) are obliged in rising (b) is obliged to rising (c) are obliged to raise (d) is obliged to raise

4. Neither the salesmen nor the marketing manager . . . of the system.
(a) is favouring (b) isin favour (c) are in favour (d) are for favour

5. On the results of the survey . . . and the type of campaign, we shall wage.
(a) depends the extent (b) depend the extent (c) depending the extent (d) depend the extend

Answers

1. (d) who you believe 2. (c) is most pleasing 3. (d) is obliged to raise 4. (b) is in favour 5. (b) depend the extent

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING

WORKOUT |

Directions: Each of the following sentences are divided into parts, which are marked A, B, C and D.
One of these parts may contain an error or may not be acceptable in standard written communication.
Mark that part as your answer.

1. In India and other Asian countries (A)/a very large section of young female force is (B)/deployed at (C)/
domestic servants particularly in urban areas. (D)/No error (E)

2. Citizens have the duty to respect the Constitution, (A)/the national flag and the national anthem, protect
the sovereignty, (B)/unity of the country and safeguard public property, (C)/from avoiding violence. (D)/
No error (E)

3. It should be obvious that social perceptions in (A)/respect of normative minimum living standard (B)/is
not precisely numerically specifiable (C)/in quantitative terms. (D)/No error (E)

4. Inequality focuses, (A)/on the distribution of attributes (B)/such as income or consumption (C)/across the
whole population. (D)/No error (E)

5. Ratio of machine work (A)/has also being considered (B)/to estimate the level of mechanization (C)/and
sum of manual and machine work. (D)/No error (E)

6. Craft industries from an important sector (A)/of the Indian economy, and exports, (B)/contributing
substantially to manufacturing income, employment, (C)/and the scale of these contributions is increasing.
(D)/No error (E)

7. A huge unorganized market (A)/exists for credit to agricultural sector in India, (B)/which provide timely
fund to this sector (C)/but on the exorbitant rate of interest. (D)/No error (E)

8. In the recent Union Budget(2007-08), (A)/agriculture has get considerable attention (B)/with the various
policy initiatives (C)/from the side of finance ministry. (D)/No error (E)

9. Intensive cultivation (A)/as a result of introduction of high yielding varieties (B)/on the mid 1960’s
required (C)/higher energy inputs and better management practices. (D)/No error (E)

10. To reduce the cascading impact of tax on tax (A)/and to help restoring competitiveness of service sector,
(B)/a credit of the service tax paid on the input-service (C)/is allowed from 2002. (D)/No error (E)

11. Hydro energy produces no direct waste (A)/and have a considerably lower output level (B)/of the
greenhouse gas carbon dioxide (C)/than fossil fuel powered energy plants. (D)/No error (E)

12. The National Urban Transport Policy (A)/emphasizes extensive public transport facilities (B)/and non-
motorized modes (C)/above personal vehicles. (D)/No error (E)

23
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13.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.
31.
32.
33.

34.

35.

Modernization requires sophistication in mechanization, (A)/which is possible (B)/at relatively large
scales of operations which (C)/capital and management constraints overcome. (D)/No error (E)

. The Andhra Pradesh weavers represent (A)/the most extreme example of what can happen (B)/when

possessors of traditional knowledge (C)/find them their specialized expertise is no longer economically
viable. (D)/No error (E)

Climate change may alter (A)/the distribution and quality (B)/of India’s natural resources (C)/or adversely
affect the livelihood of its people. (D)/No error (E)

The Constitution has given (A)/to the union the right (B)/to legislate and collect duties on (C)/goods
imported upon or exported from India. (D)/No error (E)

All receipts having the character (A)/of income are taxable (B)/unless there are specifically (C)/exempt
from taxation. (D)/No error (E)

The assignment of tax powers (A)/is based on the principle (B)/of tax separation and the consequence (C)/
are a vertical fiscal imbalance. (D)/No error (E)

A Himalayas possess one of the largest resources (A)/of snow and ice and its glaciers (B)/form a source of
water for the perennial rivers (C)/such as the Indus, the Ganga, and the Brahmaputra. (D)/No error (E)

Cooperative approaches by the government (A)/and industry are needed (B)/to enhance awareness for
energy-efficient options, (C)/and upgrade relevant technical knowledge. (D)/No error (E)

The effect of the rising temperatures across (A)/the Earth’s surface will lead too (B)/changes in average
temperatures, (C)/rainfall patterns and monsoon timings. (D)/No error (E)

The fundamental rights was included in the constitution (A)/because they were considered essential for
the development (B)/of the personality of every individual (C)/and to preserve human dignity. (D)/No
error (E)

Local water harvesting systems developed (A)/by local communities and households (B)/can reduce the
pressure on the state (C)/to provide all the financial resources needed of water supply. (D)/No error (E)

Water harvesting to recharge (A)/the groundwater enhances the availability (B)/of groundwater as specific
place and time and (C)/thus assures a continuous and reliable access to groundwater. (D)/No error (E)

The private sector used (A)/bribes to influence public policy (B)/laws and regulations, believe over half
(C)/of that polled for the survey. (D)/No error (E)

At last, (A)/late in the afternoon, a long line (B)/of men and women were seen (C)/moving toward (D)/the
Chowra Bazar. No error (E)

If he would have (A)/taken rest as advised by the (B)/doctor, he might (C)/not have had (D)/a second heart
attack. No error (E)

Though you (A)/may not agree with (B)/the philosophy of Rajneesh you must admit that he had (C)/
tremendous influence over (D)/a great many followers. No error (E)

There is no (A)/objection to him joining (B)/the Congress (I) party, provided he is willing (C)/to fit in (D)/
with the party’s secular policies. No error (E)

A gang (A)/of armed thieves has (B)/raided (C)/the house of Mr Gupta late last night. (D)/No error (E)
That is (A)/one of (B)/the books (C)/that is listed (D)/in the catalogue. No error (E)
Everyone is expected (A)/to attend (B)/the staff meeting today, but (C)/the sales manager and 1. (D)/No error (E)

When (A)/her plane arrives (B)/at the airport in Amritsar, [ would already have (C)/left for (D)/New Delhi.
No error (E)

Many people in Bangladesh don’t scarcely (A)/know about the (B)/hardships that the (C)/Chakma refugees
are experiencing. (D)/No error (E)

Since (A)/we live in a money-oriented society, the average (B)/individual cares little about (C)/solving
anyone’s else (D)/problem. No error (E)



36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.
43.

44,

45.
46.

47.

48.
49.

50.

51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.

Spotting the Errors

Due to (A)/the truckers’ strike, the vegetable vendors were (B)/doing about half of (C)/the business that
they were (D)/doing before. No error (E)

Of'the (A)/two cars that you (B)/have, the new Maruti is without (C)/any question, the cheapest (D)/to run.
No error (E)

I always had (A)/a great interest (B)/and admiration for the (C)/works of (D)/William Shakespeare. No
error (E)

Have you (A)/read in the (B)/Hindustan Times that Kapil Dev’s shoulder (C)/was broken while playing
(D)/the final Test against Pakistan. No error (E)

Between you and I (A)/, I am convinced (B)/that this painting by Neetu shows greater (C)/artistry than that
(D)/of Reshma. No error (E)

Being that (A)/you are interested in the (B)/outcome of the election, let us wait till (C)/the final tally has
been (D)/made. No error (E)

Since it (A)/was an unusually (B)/warm day, the dog laid under (C)/the tree all afternoon. (D)/No error (E)

Neither (A)/Rakesh nor (B)/Shakti, presented their (C)/papers before the deadline for doing (D)/so. No
error (E)

A recent (A)/poll has indicated (B)/that Binny is considered (C)/brighter than any student (D)/in the class.
No error (E)

The question (A)/arises as to who (B)/should go out (C)/today—you or me. (D)/No error (E)

The company is planning (A)/a training (B)/programme for their (C)/senior officers sometime (D)/in
December. No error (E)

There was only (A)/a loaf of bread and two bottles of milk in the (B)/refrigerator when (C)/we came back
(D)/after a weekend in Manali. No error (E)

Neither (A)/the old man nor his (B)/children knows (C)/what to do about the (D)/problem. No error (E)

Because of (A)/the recent strike in the (B)/mills, less men (C)/will be recruited in the coming (D)/season.
No error (E)

No sooner (A)/had he entered (B)/the hall when the (C)/lights went out and everybody began (D)/to
scream. No error (E)

The repetition (A)/of these (B)/sounds stir (C)/the emotions. (D)/No error (E)

Unemployment (A)/as well as (B)/poverty influence (C)/the votes. (D)/No error (E)

Tonsillitis (A)/is (B)/among those (C)/diseases that is curable. (D)/No error (E)

This is the (A)/only one of the (B)/local newspapers (C)/that print (D)/such news. No error (E)

Each of these (A)/companies had their (B)/account books (C)/audited. (D)/No error (E)

Ten rupees (A)/seem (B)/too much for (C)/such a leather bag. (D)/No error (E)

These days (A)/news are (B)/travelling (C)/faster than (D)/before. No error (E)

My best (A)/friend (B)/and advisor have (C)/made this suggestion. (D)/No error (E)

Rakesh was one (A)/of the only players (B)/who have not (C)/participated in this (D)/match. No error (E)
I have (A)/ceased worrying (B)/because I heard (C)/no more rumours. (D)/No error (E)

Having climbed (A)/the mountain, (B)/they have felt (C)/a real sense of achievement. (D)/No error (E)
When (A)/1 had been (B)/at camp, I heard (C)/that my application was accepted. (D)/No error (E)
Measles is among (A)/those (B)/diseases that is (C)/curable now. (D)/No error (E)

Every member (A)/and the office bearer (B)/were aware (C)/of this move. (D)/No error (E)

Sunita was (A)/the better (B)/of the (C)/two in (D)/Sociology. No error (E)

Yesterday (A)/one of (B)/the teacher (C)/was called (D)/by the office. No error (E)

The timing (A)/of these strikes (B)/were (C)/poorly planned (D)/by union. No error (E)

2.5
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68.

69.
70.
71.
72.

73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
100.

Neither the (A)/manager nor the (B)/accountant were able (C)/to report on the (D)/company’s progress. No
error (E)

Either the (A)/president or the (B)/secretary have an (C)/option to donate (D)/funds. No error (E)

He is (A)/the only one (B)/of the men who are (C)/making this (D)/survey. No error (E)

Our mill is (A)/the only one (B)/of the mills (C)/which have (D)/shown a profit this year. No error (E)

Kishore is the (A)/only one of (B)/the teachers who are (C)/receiving an award (D)/of merit this year.
No error (E)

His wife (A)/and mother (B)/were (C)/standing beside (D)/him. No error (E)

We judge (A)/our friends (B)/both by what (C)/they say and their (D)/actions. No error (E)

Sunil Gavaskar runs (A)/faster than (B)/any cricket (C)/player in the (D)/team. No error (E)

This is not (A)/the first time (B)/I am heard (C)/of your insubordination. (D)/No error (E)

I want to (A)/know as to why (B)/you did not (C)/attend the (D)/office yesterday. No error (E)

What to (A)/speak of shorthand, (B)/he does (C)/not know even (D)/typewriting. No error (E)

Due to (A)/bad weather she (B)/cannot come (C)/to the office (D)/today. No error (E)

He went (A)/there with a view (B)/to find (C)/out the truth about yesterday’s (D)/happening. No error (E)
You will be (A)/going to Shimla (B)/soon for the vacations (C)/, I think. (D)/No error (E)

My mother (A)/is very (B)/ill, I hope (C)/she will soon die. (D)/No error (E)

I am (A)/sure you (B)/will get (C)/through in (D)/the examination. No error (E)

The objections (A)/of my secretary (B)/to accompany (C)/me to Bangalore are (D)/meaningless. No error (E)
Today I met (A)/a lady who (B)/was my (C)/teacher fifteen years ago. (D)/No error (E)

What to speak (A)/of proper medical (B)/treatment (C)/even first aid was not given (D)/to him. No error (E)
The reason (A)/why she is (B)/absent today (C)/is because (D)/her husband is ill. No error (E)

I never (A)/remember (B)/to have met (C)/this gentleman in (D)/Baroda. No error (E)

Don’t worry (A)/, I shall (B)/be back (C)/in a few minutes (D)/and join you. No error (E)

You are (A)/wrong, I never spoke (B)/to her (C)/on telephone (D)/this morning. No error (E)

The scenery (A)/of Kodaikanal (B)/are not (C)/doubt very (D)/beautiful. No error (E)

All the gentries (A)/were invited (B)/to the (C)/college annual (D)/day function. No error (E)

She has been (A)/advised to (B)/live on vegetable (C)/and fruits. (D)/No error (E)

They have (A)/purchased many (B)/items of furnitures (C)/for their new (D)/bungalow. No error (E)
Dozen of (A)/apples were (B)/distributed among the (C)/boys by the (D)/class teacher. No error (E)

They had to (A)/face much troubles (B)/during their (C)/journey to West (D)/Bengal. No error (E)

Most of (A)/the five-years (B)/plans of India (C)/have been (D)/successful. No error (E)

One of (A)/my student (B)/tells me (C)/that she has failed (D)/in English. No error (E)

She is (A)/more cleverer (B)/than any (C)/other girl of (D)/her age. No error (E)

Harder (A)/you work (B)/, the better (C)/division you (D)/get. No error (E)

Answers

1.

NGk WD

(C) deployed as

(D) by avoiding violence.

(C) are not precisely numerically specifiable
(C) such as income and consumption

(B) has also been considered

(A) Craft industries form an important sector
(D) but at the exorbitant rate of interest.

(B) agriculture has got considerable attention



10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

27.

28.
29.

30.

31.

32.

33.
34.

35.
36.

37.

38.

Spotting the Errors

(C) in the mid 1960’s required

(D) is allowed since 2002.

(B) and has a considerably lower output level

(D) over personal vehicles

(C) at relatively large scales of operations with

(D) find that their specialized expertise is no longer economically viable.

(D) and adversely affect the livelihood of its people.

(D) goods imported into or exported from India.

(C) unless they are specifically

(D) is a vertical fiscal imbalance.

(A) The Himalayas possess one of the largest resources

(C) to enhance awareness of energy-efficient options,

(B) The effect of the rising temperatures across the Earth’s surface will lead to changes in average
temperatures, rainfall patterns and monsoon timings.

(A) The fundamental rights were included in the constitution because they were considered essential for
the development of the personality of every individual and to preserve human dignity.

(D) Local water harvesting systems developed by local communities and households can reduce the
pressure on the state to provide all the financial resources needed for water supply.

(C) Water harvesting to recharge the groundwater enhances the availability of groundwater at specific
place and time and thus assures a continuous and reliable access to groundwater.

(D) The private sector used bribes to influence public policy laws and regulations, believe over half of
those polled for the survey.

(C) “... along line ... was seen ...’

The subject here is singular (line) and takes a singular verb (was seen).

(A) ‘If he had taken ... second heart attack’.

The verb in the if clause of a past contrary-to-fact conditional statement must take the had taken form and
not the would have taken.

(E) There is no error in any of the underlined parts.

(B) ‘... no objection to his joining the ...’

Here the pronoun is acting as the subject of the gerund joining. As the subject of the gerund, the pronoun
must be in the possessive case (his, not him).

(C) ‘A gang of armed thieves raided the ...’

The use of past tense (raided)—not present perfect tense (has raided)—is necessary because the sentence
has a specific time reference (last night).

(D) “... the books that are listed ...’

That refers to books, plural noun, and, therefore, the verb must be plural (are, and not is).

(D) “... but the sales manager and me’.

The preposition but is understood before me. Since me is the object of the preposition but, it has an
objective form (me), not a nominative form.

(E) There is no error in any of the underlined parts.

(A) ‘Many people in Bangladesh scarcely know ...’

The word scarcely is sufficiently negative to express the meaning of the sentence. The word don’t should be
omitted.

(D) ‘... about solving anyone else’s problem.’

(A) ‘Because of the ... doing before.’

Do not begin a sentence with the words due to. Due to is an adjective, which must have a noun to modify.
(D) “...the cheaper to run’.

Since we are comparing two things (cars), we use the comparative degree (cheaper), not the superlative
degree (cheapest).

(B) ‘I always had a great interest in and ...’

Here the preposition in after interest is necessary.
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39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

44,

45.
46.

47.

48.

49.

50.
51.

52.

53.

54.
55.
56.

57.
58.

59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.

(D) °...was broken while he was playing the ...’

Add the words he was to make the meaning clear. Otherwise it gives the impression that shoulder was playing.
(A) ‘Between you and me, ...’

The object of the preposition between must be an objective case form (me and not ).

(A) ‘Since you are interested ...’

Being that is not used in place of since or because.

(C) ... the dog lay under ...’

The past tense of the verb lie is lay, and not laid.

(C) ... presented his papers before...’

Singular antecedent (Rakesh and Shakti) joined by or or nor are referred to by singular pronoun (his).
(D) “... brighter than any other student ...’

In a comparative construction we must be sure that if A and B are compared, A is not included as part
of B.

(D) ‘... who should go out today, youorI ...’

(C) “...training programme for its ...’

A singular pronoun-adjective (its, not their) must be used to refer to a collective noun (company) when the
members of the collective noun are considered a unit.

(A) ‘There were only ...’

The subject of the sentence is plural (a bread and bottles).

Therefore, the verb must be plural (were, not was). Here the word there is not the subject.

(C) “... children know ...’

If one of the two antecedents joined by or or nor is singular and the other is plural, the pronoun agrees with
the one nearer (children).

(C) ... fewer men will be recruited ...’

Less denotes amount or degree and fewer denotes number.

(C) “... the hall than the lights ...’

(C) stirs

The subject ‘repetition’ is singular, hence ‘stirs’ a singular verb.

(C) influences

Two subjects joined by as well as take singular verb.

(D) are curable

A relative pronoun (that, who, which) used as a subject takes on a singular or plural verb to accord with its
antecedent. Here ‘that’ is referring to diseases that are curable.

(D) prints; It is only one newspaper that prints.

(B) its; A singular pronoun is used to refer to such antecedents as each, either, neither, one etc.

(B) seems; Collective nouns, as well as noun phrases denoting a fixed quantity, frequently take a singular
verb because the group or quantity is usually regarded as a unit.

(B) news is; Nouns like news, measles, economics etc. are treated singular.

(C) has; A compound subject (friend and advisor) takes a singular verb because the subject denotes one
person only.

(C) has not; “‘who’ refers to ‘Rakesh’.

(C) I have heard; Because both verbs indicate action at some time before now.

(C) delete ‘have’; Climbing took place first; then came their sense of achievement.

(D) had been accepted: The had before been indicates a time prior to that of heard.

(C) that are; See Sentence No. 3.

(C) was aware; Every or each preceding singular subjects joined by and calls for a singular verb.

(B) the best

(C) teachers

(C) was poorly; Verb refers to ‘timings’ and not ‘strikes’.

(C) was able; Two nouns joined by neither ... nor calls for a singular verb.

(C) has



70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.

Spotting the Errors

(C) who is; Only one person is making the survey.

(D) which has; Only one mill is showing profit.

(C) who is; Only one teacher is receiving the award.

(B) his mother 87. (D) Replace ‘because’ with ‘that’
(D) and by their 88. (A) I do not remember

(C) any other cricket 89. (C) I shall come back

(C) T have heard 90. (B) I did not speak

(B) Delete ‘as to’ 91. (B) is no doubt

(A) Not to speak 92. (A) All the gentry

(A) Owing to 93. (D) fruit (not fruits)

(C) to finding out 94. (C) of furniture (not furnitures)
(D) I suppose 95. (A) Dozens (not dozen)

(C) I expect 96. (B) much trouble (not troubles)
(D) Delete ‘in’ 97. (B) five-year plans (not five-years)
(C) to accompanying me 98. (B) students (not student)

(C) who had been 99. (B) Delete ‘more’

(A) Not to speak of 100. (A) Add ‘The’ before ‘harder’

WORKOUT 2

N ok D

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

We threw out some old furniture (A)/so that the new television set (B)/has enough space. (C)/No error (D)
This small table (A)/will collapse (B)/if you will stand on it. (C)/No error (D)

Children often (A)/quarrel on (B)/petty issue. (C)/No error (D)

To transport goods (A)/by sea is cheaper (B)/than land. (C)/No error (D)

Meatless Days (A)/have been made (B)/in to a film. (C)/No error (D)

He did not eat the apple (A)/because it tasted bitterly (B)/and was slightly rotten. (C)/No error (D)

When she arrived (A)/, I was pretty fed up (B)/because it was been a horrible weather (C)/since eight
O’clock in the morning. No error (D)

He went on committing crime after crime (A)/, and in spite of my best efforts (B)/I could not prevent him
to do so. (C)/No error (D)

Of the two thesis submitted for the degree of Ph.D in English (A)/neither was found suitable (B)/by the
examiners for the award of the degree. (C)/No error (D)

The doctor advised us (A)/not to told (B)/the patient about his disease. (C)/No error (D)

As sooner did he (A)/return from school (B)/than he was told to go to the shop. (C)/No error (D)

All teachers agree (A)/that Paresh is the (B)/more intelligent of all the boys is his class. (C)/No error (D)
But for some (A)/anxious moments, our expedition (B)/in the Himalayas was enjoyable. (C)/No error (D)
Javed had not forgotten (A)/the incident and could (B)/clear remember all the details. (C)/No error (D)
Whether you agree (A)/or not (B)/I have to send you at Bombay. (C)/No error (D)

How close the ball (A)/will come depends (B)/on how forcefully it was hit. (C)/No error (D)

In spite of the help (A)/offered to him (B)/he refuses to accept and I decided to leave him alone. (C)/No
error (D)

If my father (A)/will approve (B)/I will go to Bombay. (C)/No error (D)

Bread and butter (A)/is (B)/wholesome food. (C)/No error (D)

It is high time (A)/that we send (B)/the answer. (C)/No error (D)

The angry man ran hurried (A)/into the crowded room (B)/and shouted loud at the guests. (C)/No error (D)

Hardly he had arrived (A)/when the house caught fire (B)/and everything was reduced to ashes. (C)/No
error (D)
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23.
24.
25.
26.

27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

40.

41.

42.
43,
44,

45.
46.
47.
48.

49.

50.
51.
52.

53.

54.
55.
56.

Interviews for (A)/the posts of lecturer will (B)/begin from Monday. (C)/No error (D)
Good night. (A)/I am glad (B)/to see you of. (C)/No error (D)
We all (A)/take vegetable (B)/and fruit. (C)/No error (D)

As there are only one taxi available (A)/I have no other alternative (B)/but to pay the fare demanded by the
driver. (C)/No error (D)

Prayag and Parag used (A)/to work for almost twelve hours in the factory (B)/is were working earlier. (C)/
No error (D)

Whenever they go out (A)/for shopping (B)/they take their pet dog with them. (C)/No error (D)

Monisha was to about (A)/tell her teacher the (B)/truth when her friend interrupted her. (C)/No error (D)
The children were (A)/playing with a ball (B)/and run around when the accident occurred. (C)/No error (D)
Avinash is not so (A)/good a batsman to (B)/be selected for the national cricket team. (C)/No error (D)
He ran so fastly (A)/that he reached (B)/the destination in just two minutes. (C)/No error (D)

The fireman could not (A)/succeed in rescue the (B)/child although they could put out the fire. (C)/No
error (D)

Anjali’s performance in the (A)/drama was best than (B)/Deepali’s but not as good as Vaishali’s. (C)/No
error (D)

Although he is usually (A)/rude with everyone (B)/he behaved nice with all of us today. (C)/No error (D)
The policeman started (A)/firing the crowd (B)/when the striking workers got violent. (C)/No error (D)
Of all the friends (A)/I have had, he is the most helpful (B)/and less arrogant. (C)/No error (D)
Supposing if you (A)/are arrested (B)/what will you do? (C)/No error (D)

Although we are free (A)/for the last forty-five years or so (B)/yet we continue to be economically
backward. (C)/No error (D)

Satyajit Ray, who conceived, co-authored (A)/, and directed a number of good films, was (B)/one of
India’s most talented film maker. (C)/No error (D)

Neither the famine (A)/or the subsequent fire (B)/was able to destroy the spirit of the people. (C)/No
error (D)

The lawyer told his client (A)/that he would represent him (B)/only if he pays up his fee. (C)/No error (D)
The signpost at the gate (A)/of the garden read (B)/: Trespassers will be prosecuted. (C)/No error (D)

One of the drawbacks (A)/of modern education are (B)/that it does not encourage original thinking. (C)/
No error (D)

He was (A)/acquitted from (B)/the charges. (C)/No error (D)
This watch is (A)/more superior and (B)/more expensive than that. (C)/No error (D)
Some people (A)/consider wealth (B)/superior than wisdom. (C)/No error (D)

Judging by what he tells me. (A)/I don’t think he has made a good impression (B)/to the manager of the
company where he works. (C)/No error (D)

He told me that he couldn’t buy (A)/the paintings which he wants (B)/very much because he didn’t have
enough money. (C)/No error (D)

There was great difference (A)/of opinion between (B)/the members of the Board. (C)/No error (D)
I can speak Gujarati (A)/a little but not well (B)/as you do. (C)/No error (D)

He hesitated to accept the post (A)/as he did not think the salary would not be (B)/enough for a man with
a family of ten. (C)/No error (D)

Finally, after long years of hardship (A)/he succeeded (B)/which completely altered his outlook on life.
(C)/No error (D)

While I was travelling (A)/in a train (B)/piece of luggage fell on my head. (C)/No error (D)
Will the bank loan (A)/me money (B)/if I pledge my land? (C)/No error (D)
No sooner did the teacher (A)/enter the class (B)/then the students stood up. (C)/No error (D)



57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

65.

66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.

79.
80.

81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.

87.
88.

89.
90.

91.
92.
93.
94.

Spotting the Errors

Although my car is expensive (A)/I have had (B)/a lot of trouble with it. (C)/No error (D)

He asked Ramu (A)/why your father (B)/had lost his temper. (C)/No error (D)

What to speak of milk (A)/, even water (B)/was not available there. (C)/No error (D)

My father asked me (A)/to go to the fair (B)/and enjoy there. (C)/No error (D)

Although winter in Kashmir is cold (A)/but it is pleasant (B)/in many ways. (C)/No error (D)

Hari was unhappy (A)/that he would (B)/not attend the wedding of his friend yesterday. (C)/No error (D)
Rama could not (A)/go to the picnic (B)/for his mother was not well. (C)/No error (D)

Sarita was popular (A)/with her classmates that (B)/she always had someone or the other coming to her
house. (C)/No error (D)

The programme which (A)/came on television (B)/these days in the evenings is very interesting. (C)/
No error (D)

Prakash was leading (A)/a happy and leisurely (B)/life after his retirement from service. (C)/No error (D)
Elections to American (A)/President take place (B)/every fourth year in November. (C)/No error (D)
Guru Ram Das was (A)/the fourth Guru of the Sikhs (B)/between 1674 to 1681. (C)/No error (D)
Alexander was (A)/the first European invasion (B)/to set foot on the Indian soil. (C)/No error (D)

Brazil is (A)/the larger (B)/country in South America. (C)/No error (D)

Mercury is (A)/the best conductors (B)/of heat and is used in thermometers. (C)/No error (D)

We are (A)/fortunate in being able (B)/to visit Puri because there is many who cannot go there. (C)/No error (D)
If a man joins a post and do (A)/not work he is (B)/asked to resign the post. (C)/No error (D)

After Independence many (A)/people have say (B)/many things about the national language. (C)/No error (D)
Us (A)/may stay (B)/in Darjeeling until the monsoon starts. (C)/No error (D)

There will be (A)/increased emphasis on (B)/heavy industry in planning. (C)/No error (D)

Due to the explosion the (A)walls bursted apart (B)/and the roof was blown off. (C)/No error (D)

The selection Board will (A)/call only those (B)/candidates whom have the proper qualifications. (C)/
No error (D)

In the high school, girls often do (A)/as good as boys (B)/if not better than the boys. (C)/No error (D)

The authorities states (A)/that the students are (B)/responsible for the lack of discipline in the colleges.
(C)/No error (D)

No employee are (A)/permitted to act on (B)/behalf of the company in financial matters. (C)/No error (D)
She denied (A)/that (B)/she did not (C)commit the crime. (D)/No error (E)

I prefer (A)/punishment (B)/than (C)/insult. (D)/No error (E)

My friend always prefers (A)/reading short stories (B)/than voluminous novels. (C)/No error (D)

It has been unbearable hot (A)/for (B)/the last two months. (C)/No error (D)

On the occasion, (A)/a tribal chieftain boldly asserted that any one of his boys could kill a tiger (B)/with
his bare hands. (C)/No error (D)

It’s time (A)/we do something to check (B)/the incidence of this infectious disease. (C)/No error (D)
Neither John nor Jim was able to tell me (A)/who had visited our place (B)/in the evening in my absence.
(C)/No error (D)

Neither of the contestant was (A)/in a proper physical condition (B)/to do his best work. (C)/No error (D)

No everything (A)/that a daily newspaper prints (B)/is intended to be read for its educational value. (C)/
No error (D)

It was now six (A)/and he was tired (B)/because he has been working since dawn. (C)/No error (D)
A report of the meetings, (A)/and a list of the new officers (B)/are printed on the third page. (C)/No error (D)
Why you worry me (A)/when this problem of yours (B)/can be solved by your brother? (C)/No error (D)

When you have written your essay (A)/, read it over carefully (B)/to correct possible mistakes. (C)/
No error (D)
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95. Ifyou will let me try (A)/I will make this engine go (B)/but you had better get out of the way first. (C)/
No error (D)

96. Being a very hot day (A)/I stayed at home (B)/and prepared for my examination. (C)/No error (D)

97. He told me (A)/the same old story (B)/in great details. (C)/No error (D)

98. The two brothers have never been (A)/on good terms (B)/to each other. (C)/No error (D)

99. The man disappeared (A)/after he has committed (B)/a murder in the running train. (C)/No error (D)
100. This carpenter is the most skilled (A)/of all other carpenters (B)/in our workshop. (C)/No error (D)

Answers

(C) ‘has’ should be replaced with ‘had’

(C) Remove ‘will’ after ‘you’

(B) ‘on’ should be replaced with ‘over’

(C) ‘land’ should be replaced with ‘the land’
(B) ‘have’ should be replaced with ‘has’

(B) ‘bitterly’ should be replaced with ‘bitter’
(B) ‘has been’ should be used

(C) “to do so’ should be replaced with ‘from doing so’
(A) ‘thesis’ should be replaced with ‘theses’
(B) ‘told’ should be replaced with “tell’

(A) ‘as’ should be replaced with ‘no’

. (C) ‘more’ should be replaced with ‘most’

. (D) This sentence is correct
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(C) ‘clear’ should be replaced with ‘clearly’

. (C) “at’ should be replaced with ‘to’

. (C) ‘was’ should be replaced with ‘has been’

. (C) ‘I decided’ should be replaced with ‘I have decided’
. (B) ‘will approve’ should be replaced with ‘approves’
(D) The sentence is correct

. (C) ‘the’ should be replaced with ‘an’

. (C) ‘loud’ should be replaced with ‘loudly’

. (D) The sentence is correct

. (B) ‘posts’ should be replaced with ‘post’

(C) “see you of” should be replaced with ‘see you oft”
. (D) The sentence is correct

. (A) ‘are’ should be replaced with ‘is’

. (C) ‘is’ should be replaced with ‘they’

. (D) This sentence is correct

. (A) ‘to about’ should be replaced with ‘about to’

. (C) ‘run’ should be replaced with ‘running’

. (B) ‘to’ should be replaced with ‘as to’

. (A) ‘fastly’ should be replaced with ‘fast’

. (B) ‘rescue’ should be replaced with ‘rescuing’

(B) ‘best’ should be replaced with ‘better’

. (C) ‘nice’ should be replaced with ‘nicely’

. (B) “firing’ should be replaced with ‘firing at’

. (C) ‘less’ should be replaced with ‘the least’

. (A) ‘Supposing if” should be replaced with ‘Suppose’
. (A) ‘are free’ should be replaced with ‘have been free’
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. (C) ‘maker’ should be replaced with ‘makers’
. (B) ‘or’ should be replaced with ‘nor’
. (C) ‘pays’ should be replaced with ‘paid’
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43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
7.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91
92.
93.
94.

(D) This sentence is correct

(B) are’ should be replaced with ‘is’

(B) “from’ should be replaced with ‘of”

(B) ‘more superior’ should be replaced with ‘superior to’
(C) ‘than’ should be replaced with ‘to’

(C) ‘to’ should be replaced with ‘on’

(B) ‘wants’ should be replaced with ‘wanted’

(B) ‘between’ should be replaced with ‘among’

(B) “well’ should be replaced with ‘as well’

(B) Delete ‘not’ after “‘would’

(D) This sentence is correct

(C) ‘piece’ should be replaced with ‘a piece’

(A) ‘loan’ should be replaced with ‘lend’

(C) ‘then’ should be replaced with ‘than’

(B) ‘I’ should be replaced with ‘yet I’

(B) ‘your’ should be replaced with ‘his’

(A) “What’ should be replaced with ‘Not’

(A) ‘asked’ should be replaced with ‘told’

(B) ‘but’ should be replaced with ‘yet’

(B) ‘would’ should be replaced with ‘could’

(D) This sentence is correct.

(A) ‘was’ should be replaced with ‘was so’

(B) ‘came’ should be replaced with ‘comes’

(D) The sentence is correct.

(B) ‘president’ should be replaced with ‘presidency’
(C) ‘between’ should be replaced with ‘from’

(B) ‘invasion’ should be replaced with ‘invader’
(B) ‘larger’ should be replaced with ‘largest’

(B) ‘conductors’ should be replaced with ‘conductor’
(C) “is’ should be replaced by ‘are’

(A) ‘do’ should be replaced with ‘does’

(B) ‘say’ should be replaced with ‘said’

(A) ‘Us’ should be replaced with ‘We’

(B) ‘increased’ should be replaced with ‘an increased’
(B) ‘bursted’ should be replaced with ‘burst’

(C) ‘whom’ should be replaced with ‘who’

(D) This sentence is correct.

(A) ‘states’ should be replaced with ‘state’

(A) ‘are’ should be replaced with ‘is’

(C) Delete ‘not’ after ‘did’

(C) ‘than’ should be replaced with ‘to’

(C) ‘than’ should be replaced with ‘to’

(A) “unbearable’ should be replaced with ‘unbearably’
(D) This sentence is correct.

(B) ‘do’ should be replaced with ‘did’

(A) “was’ should be replaced with ‘were’

(C) “do his’ should be replaced with ‘perform’. Delete ‘work’
(A) ‘No’ should be replaced with ‘Not’

(C) ‘has’ should be replaced with ‘had’

(C) ‘are’ should be replaced with ‘is’

(A) “you’ should be replaced with ‘do you’

(C) Delete ‘possible” after ‘correct’

Spotting the Errors
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95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
100.

(A) Delete ‘will’ after ‘“you’

(A) ‘Being’ should be replaced with ‘It being’
(C) “details’ should be replaced with ‘detail’
(C) ‘to’ should be replaced with ‘with’

(B) ‘has should be replaced with ‘had’

(B) Delete ‘other’ after ‘all’

WORKOUT 3

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Countries with high levels of corruption, (A)/like India, had found themselves (B)/less able to attract
investment (C)/and aid in a competitive global market. (D)/No error (E)

. Poverty coupled which rapidly growing (A)/population, ignorance and increasing dependency load (B)/are

behind the grim incidence of children employment (C)/in the villages and towns of developing countries.
(D)/No error (E)

. The attitudes of parents also contribute for child labour; (A)/some parents feel that children should work in

order (B)/to develop skills useful in the job market, (C)/instead of taking advantage of a formal education.
(D)/No error (E)

. Poverty is not just income deficiency; (A)/the need for enabling environment (B)/both physical and

psychological (C)/need to the addressed. (D)/No error (E)

The basis of taxation incurred (A)/is the gross receipts (B)/before deducting the related expenses (C)/in
connection with earning such receipts. (D)/No error (E)

Working children are counted as workers (A)/only if these contribute towards (B)/the national product
based on (C)/economic accounting model. (D)/No error (E)

The weak global economic prospects and continuing uncertainties (A)/in the international financial
markets (B)/have had their impact (C)/in emerging market economies like India. (D)/No error (E)

. The decline in reserves (A)/is partly due to (B)/intervention from the RBI to stem the slide (C)/of the rupee

against the US dollar. (D)/No error (E)

It was indicated that (A)/the macroeconomic dimensions of fiscal policies (B)/is best understood with
reference to fiscal aggregates (C)/at the level of consolidated general government. (D)/No error (E)
Sustainable development (A)/is a difficult balancing act (B)/on countries especially (C)/with low incomes.
(D)/No error (E)

Monetary policy remained (A)/focused on controlling inflation (B)/or anchoring inflationary expectations,
(C)/with 13 adjustments in policy rates since March 2010. (D)/No error (E)

Implementing carbon mitigation options (A)/in buildings is associated (B)/with a wide race of co-benefits,
(C)/including improved energy security and system reliability. (D)/No error (E)

It will effectively address (A)/the issue of education of children (B)/of migrant labourers as there children
(C)/can be admitted at new places, without cumbersome verification. (D)/No error (E)

. Even some industrialized nations (A)/have viewed the operations of credit rating agencies (B)/with

concern, especially (C)/then their own credit ratings have been downgraded. (D)/No error (E)

The standard sovereign credit rating, (A)/is a statement of (B)/how safe and rewarding a nation’s credit is
(C)/without every account where other nation’s stand on this dimension. (D)/No error (E)

Prices are signals (A)/to consumers and sellers (B)/and all those who deal (C)/in those products of shortages
and abundance. (D)/No error (E)

Heat transfer (A)/to the thermometer took place (B)/by the conventional three mechanisms, (C)/conduction,
convection and radiation. (D)/No error (E)

Policymaking has to move on (A)/from a purely mechanistic exercise (B)/of implementing well-worn
rules (C)/to nurturing bold, strategic ideas and putting that to work. (D)/No error (E)

Specified tools used (A)/in the handicrafts sector (B)/included in an list of specified goods (C)/allowed to
be imported duty free to handicrafts exporters. (D)/No error (E)

A concessional rate (A)/of excise duty of 10 per cent (B)/is prescribed for hydrogen vehicles (C)/based in
fuel cell technology. (D)/No error (E)



21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.
28.

29.
30.

31.

32.

33.

34.
35.
36.
37.

38.
39.

40.

41.
42.

43.

44,
45,

46.
47.
48.
49.

Spotting the Errors

A tariffrate (A)/of excise duty for 10 per cent is prescribed (B)/for jute yarn while it is being simultaneously
(C)/exempted from excise duty. (D)/No error (E)

A fundamental shift (A)/in the approach of public expenditure management (B)/by removing the
Plan—Non-Plan distinction (C)/or with budgeting linked to outputs and outcomes. (D)/No error (E)

Indian Railways have been taking measures (A)/to judiciously augment its resources (B)/through public
private partnerships(PPP), cost sharing with (C)/state governments and other stake holders, and market
borrowings. (D)/No error (E)

The fiscal outcome in 2011-12 (A)/is likely to be affected by the macroeconomic setting (B)/with indicates
a sharp slowdown (C)/in industry and rising costs affecting profits. (D)/No error (E)

The sharp rise and volatility of prices (A)/of oil and petroleum products (B)/at international markets has
become (C)/a matter of global concern. (D)/No error (E)

The teacher asked the students (A)/if each of them (B)/were ready to take (C)/practical class everyday. (D)/
No error (E)

There is no doubt (A)/that a majority of workers (B)/is in favour (C)/of increasing wages. (D)/No error (E)

No sooner he left the office (A)/than it started raining heavily (B)/enough to make (C)/him completely wet.
(D)/No error (E)

One of my first friend (A)/is both a novelist (B)/and a poet (C)/of repute. (D)/No error (E)

Even after hearing the leader (A)/for a long time (B)/the followers could not make out (C)/which he was
talking about. (D)/No error (E)

The principal along with the teachers (A)/were seen boarding a bus (B)/to go to a picnic (C)/on a national
holiday. (D)/No error (E)

With the introduction of the new syllabus (A)/the number of colleges reporting (B)/high results were
decreasing (C)/year after year. (D)/No error (E)

The management warned the employees (A)/that if they persist (B)/in their obstructionist attitude, they
would be suspended. (C)/No error (D)

A morning bath (A)/is good not only for body (B)/but also for the mind. (C)/No error (D)
He has taken his (A)/degree examination last year (B)/,but failed. (C)/No error (D)
The police were (A)/on the alert (B)/to see that nothing goes wrong. (C)/No error (D)

Such candidates who have not (A)/cleared the written test (B)/will not be called for the interview. (C)/
No error (D)

Many precious lives were (A)/lose in a collision (B)/between a truck and a bus. (C)/No error (D)

He has been going to the office (A)/for a year now (B)/and he even can’t understand its working. (C)/
No error (D)

On second thoughts (A)/the employee has withdrawn (B)/his resignation from his job a week ago. (C)/
No error (D)

He would have lent me some money (A)/if he was knowing (B)/that I had lost everything. (C)/No error (D)

The dark and tranquil atmosphere (A)/was occasionally disturbed (B)/by the thunder and lightning in the
sky. (C)/No error (D)

It surprises me to infer from what you say (A)/that he always intended to achieve his aim (B)/by hook or
crook. (C)/No error (D)

The manager of his bank (A)/is a close friend (B)/of me. (C)/No error (D)

He ought to start at one (A)/lest he may not miss the train (B)/and fail to appear for the interview. (C)/No
error (D)

He refused to recognise (A)/that the goldmine there (B)/was of poor quality. (C)/No error (D)
They swam all night (A)/in the pond (B)/isn’t it? (C)/No error (D)
If you will work hard (A)/you will surely get a seat (B)/in any medical college in India. (C)/No error (D)

If a man runs after money he is greedy (A)/, if he keeps it he’s a miser (B)/, and if he spends it he is
extravagant. (C)/No error (D)
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50.

51.
52.

53.

54.

55.
56.
57.
58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.
64.

65.

66.

67.

68.
69.

70.
71.

72.

73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.

It passes my understanding (A)/as to how can you doubt the truth of (B)/what the venerable old man has
said. (C)/No error (D)

He suggested me that (A)/we should put the cupboard in the corner (B)/near the window. (C)/No error (D)

When I along with some others, (A)/went to meet the principal (B)/the peon prevented us to enter his
office. (C)/No error (D)

The new joint venture company (A)/would first look into the tender conditions (B)/of both basic and value
added services (C)/before submit its bid. (D)/No error (E)

Prosperity should have (A)/alleviated poverty, but it has (B)/instead aggravated (C)/to the process of
exploiting the poor. (D)/No error (E)

Neither he (A)/nor his wife (B)/was invited for (C)/the inaugural function. (D)/No error (E)
It is definitely (A)/kind of this attitude (B)/that is required in (C)/this day and age. (D)/No error (E)
No sooner did (A)/the bell rung (B)/than the children (C)/ran towards the classroom. (D)/No error (E)

The school teachers encourages (A)/the children who (B)/have difficulty in understanding the (C)/subject
matter in the class. (D)/No error (E)

Our efforts will be well rewarded (A)/if some people imbibe new ideas (B)/and plunged themselves into
the (C)/challenging task of nation-building. (D)/No error (E)

Society’s role is (A)/just not to provide (B)/guns and goods but a sense (C)/of purpose and a philosophy of
life. (D)/No error (E)

But for (A)/your co-operation and blessings (B)/this work (C)/could not have been completed. (D)/No
error (E)

To my uttered surprise (A)/I found that children (B)/with learning difficulties were (C)/using computers
with ease. (D)/No error (E)

The health workers are (A)/being tried their best (B)/to popularise (C)/preventive measures. (D)/No error (E)

Several issues raising (A)/in the meeting could (B)/be amicably resolved (C)/due to his tactful handling.
(D)/No error (E)

Motivating employees with (A)/traditional authority and financial (B)/incentives have become (C)/
increasingly difficult. (D)/No error (E)

What is needed today is (A)/a new breed of managers (B)/with a new set of concepts (C)/and a feasible
way about thinking. (D)/No error (E)

Your machine would not have (A)/given you so much trouble (B)/if you had (C)/maintained it proper. (D)/
No error (E)

He ought (A)/not have (B)/done such a (C)/filthy thing. (D)/No error (E)

Generally people have not receptive (A)/and fail to notice the (B)/irrelevant answers they (C)/get for
straight questions. (D)/No error (E)

He could succeed (A)/in catching the ball (B)/before it reaches (C)/the boundary line. (D)/No error (E)

Even at the planning stage (A)/Rajesh was quite sure (B)/that the scheme was (C)/binding to fail. (D)/
No error (E)

The environment in which (A)/companies operating (B)/today is (C)/undergoing frenetic changes. (D)/
No error (E)

There (A)/have (B)/been heavy (C)/rainfall yesterday. (D)/No error (E)

Neither the (A)/head constable (B)/nor other policemen is (C)/injured. (D)/No error (E)
Every (A)/leaf and every flower proclaim (B)/the (C)/glory of God. (D)/No error (E)
Playing (A)/the (B)/harmonium and (C)/singing are (D)/difficult. (E)/No error(F)

Six miles (A)/are (B)/a long (C)/distance. (D)/No error (E)

The team (A)/are (B)/out to (C)/win the match. (D)/No error (E)

The (A)/cluster of (B)/grapes were (C)/plucked by the child. (D)/No error (E)

A box of (A)/apples are (B)/in (C)/the car. (D)/No error (E)



81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
100.

Spotting the Errors

The (A)/jury is (B)/arguing among (C)/themselves. (D)/No error (E)

1 did not (A)/do no work (B)/during (C)/the day. (D)/No error (E)

He has been (A)/complaining (B)/that his brother comes seldom (C)/to meet. (D)/No error (E)
Let us (A)/hire (B)/a taxi I cannot hardly (C)/walk. (D)/No error (E)
You are (A)/wrong (B)/I never met (C)/him yesterday. (D)/No error (E)
It will (A)/not rain, (B)/I do not (C)/think so. (D)/No error (E)

I started (A)/the (B)/car and drive (C)/down the street. (D)/No error (E)
Mary (A)/cut (B)/Anne’s hair (C)/and curls them. (D)/No error (E)
You (A)/wash (B)/the (C)/dishes and I dry them. (D)/No error (E)

Now (A)/they watched (B)/the (C)/river everyday. (D)/No error (E)
They (A)/often (B)/went (C)/fishing together. (D)/No error (E)

He (A)/went (B)/before I (C)/left this place. (D)/No error (E)

If (A)/1 (B)/am (C)/a king. (D)/No error (E)

I (A)/saw (B)/him when (C)/he talked to his friend. (D)/No error (E)
He (A)/is (B)/working for (C)/the past four hours. (D)/No error (E)

I (A)/will (B)/come (C)/just now. (D)/No error (E)

I (A)/watched (B)/him (C)/fell. (D)/No error (E)

I told you (A)/that (B)/he ought to (C)/come today. (D)/No error (E)

I (A)/will (B)/contact you when (C)/you will come. (D)/No error (E)
He (A)/will leave (B)/you (C)/in lunch. (D)/No error (E)

Answers

1.

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

(B) Countries with high levels of corruption, like India, have found themselves less able to attract
investment and aid in a competitive global market.

(A) Poverty coupled with rapidly growing population, ignorance and increasing dependency load are
behind the grim incidence of children employment in the villages and towns of developing countries.

(A) The attitudes of parents also contribute to child labour; some parents feel that children should work in
order to develop skills useful in the job market, instead of taking advantage of a formal education.

(D) Poverty is not just income deficiency; the need for enabling environment both physical and
psychological needs to be addressed.

(C) The basis of taxation incurred is the gross receipts after deducting the related expenses in connection
with earning such receipts.

(B) working children are counted as workers only if they contribute towards the national product based on
economic accounting model.

(D) The weak global economic prospects and continuing uncertainties in the international financial markets
have had their impact on emerging market economies like India.

(C) The decline in reserves is partly due to intervention by the RBI to stem the slide of the rupee against
the US dollar.

(C) it was indicated that the macroeconomic dimensions of fiscal policies are best understood with
reference to fiscal aggregates at the level of consolidated general government.

(C) Sustainable development is a difficult balancing act in countries especially with low incomes.

(C) Monetary policy remained focused on controlling inflation and anchoring inflationary expectations,
with 13 adjustments in policy rates since March 2010.

(C) Implementing carbon mitigation options in buildings is associated with a wide range of co-benefits,
including improved energy security and system reliability.

(C) It will effectively address (A)/the issue of education of children (B)/of migrant labourers as their
children (C)/can be admitted at new places, without cumbersome verification.

(D) Even some industrialized nations have viewed the operations of credit rating agencies with concern,
especially when their own credit ratings have been downgraded.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
3L
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

(D) The standard sovereign credit rating is a statement of how safe and rewarding a nation’s credit is,
without any account where other nation’s stand on this dimension.

(D) Prices are signals to consumers and sellers and all those who deal in these products of shortages and
abundance.

(B) Heat transfer to the thermometer takes place by the conventional three mechanisms, conduction,
convection and radiation.

(D) Policymaking has to move on from a purely mechanistic exercise of implementing well-worn rules to
nurturing bold, strategic ideas and putting them to work.

(C) Specified tools used in the handicrafts sector included in the list of specified goods allowed to be
imported duty free to handicrafts exporters.

(D) A concessional rate of excise duty of 10 percent prescribed for hydrogen vehicles based on fuel cell
technology.

(B) A tariff rate of excise duty of 10 per cent prescribed for jute yarn while it is being simultaneously
exempted from excise duty.

(D) A fundamental shift in the approach of public expenditure management by removing the Plan—Non-Plan
distinction and with budgeting linked to outputs and outcomes.

(A) Indian Railways has been taking measures to judiciously augment its resources through public private
partnerships(PPP), cost sharing with state governments and other stake holders, and market borrowings.
(C) The fiscal outcome in 2011-12 is likely to be affected by the macroeconomic setting which indicates
a sharp slowdown in industry and rising costs affecting profits.

(C) The sharp rise and volatility of prices of oil and petroleum products in international markets has
become a matter of global concern.

(C) “were’ should be replaced with ‘was’

(C) ‘is’ should be replaced with ‘are’

(A) ‘No sooner he left” should be replaced with ‘no sooner had he left’

(A) ‘My first friend’ should be replaced with ‘my best friends’

(D) “‘which he was’ should be replaced with ‘what he was’

(B) ‘were seen’ should be replaced with ‘was seen’

(C) ‘results are’ should be replaced with ‘results were’

(B) ‘if they persist’ should be replaced with ‘if they persisted’

(B) ‘only for body’ should be replaced with ‘only for the body’

(A) ‘has taken’ should be replaced with ‘took’

(C) ‘goes wrong’ should be repalced with ‘went wrong’

(A) ‘such candidates’ should be replaced with ‘those candidates’

(B) ‘lose in” should be replaced with ‘lost in’

(C) ‘he even’ should be replaced with ‘yet’

(B) ‘has withdrawn’ should be replaced with ‘withdrew’

(B) ‘was knowing’ should be replaced with ‘had known’

(D) This sentence is correct

(C) ‘crook’ should be replaced with ‘by crook’

(C) ‘of me’ should be replaced with ‘of mine’

(B) Delete ‘not’

(C) ‘was of poor’ should be replaced with ‘is of poor’

(C) “isn’t it’ should be replaced with ‘didn’t they’

(A) ‘you will work’ should be replaced with ‘you work hard’

(D) This sentence is correct

(B) Delete ‘the truth of”

(A) ‘suggested me’ should be replaced with ‘suggested to me’

(C) ‘prevented us to enter’ should be replaced with ‘prevented us from entering’

(D) ‘before submit’ should be replaced with ‘before submitting’

(C) ‘aggravated its’ should be replaced with ‘aggravated it to’

(C) ‘was invited’ should be replaced with ‘were invited’

(B) ‘kind of this attitude’ should be replaced with ‘this kind of attitude’



57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
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(B) ‘the bell rung’ should be replaced with ‘the bell ring’

(A) ‘teachers encourages’ should be replaced with ‘teachers encourage’
(C) ‘and plunged’ should be replaced with ‘and plunge’

(B) ‘just not to’ should be replaced with ‘not only to’

(E) This sentence is correct

(A) ‘uttered surprise’ should be replaced with ‘utter surprise’

(B) ‘being tried their best’ should be replaced with ‘trying their best’
(A) “issues raising’ should be replaced with ‘issues raised’

(C) ‘have become’ should be replaced with ‘has become’

(D) ‘about thinking’ should be replaced with ‘of thinking’

(D) ‘maintained it proper’ should be replaced with ‘maintained it properly’
(B) ‘not have’ should be replaced with ‘not to have’

(A) ‘have not receptive’ should be replaced with ‘are not receptive’
(C) ‘before it reaches’ should be replaced with ‘before it reached’
(D) ‘binding to fail’ should be replaced with ‘bound to fail’

(B) ‘companies operating’ should be replaced with ‘companies are operating’
(B) ‘have’ should be replaced with ‘has’

(C) ‘policemen is’ should be replaced with ‘policemen were’

(B) “flower proclaim’ should be replaced with ‘flower proclaims’
(D) ‘singing are’ should be replaced with ‘singing is’

(B) ‘are’ should be replaced with ‘is’

(B) ‘are’ should be replaced with ‘is’

(C) ‘grapes were’ should be replaced with ‘grapes was’

(B) ‘apples are’ should be replaced with ‘apples is’

(B) ‘jury is’ should be replaced with ‘jury are’

(B) “do the work’ should be replaced with ‘do any work’

(C) ‘comes seldom’ should be replaced with ‘seldom comes’

(C) ‘I cannot hardly’ should be replaced with ‘I can hardly’

(C) ‘never met’ should be replaced with ‘did not meet’

(C) delete ‘do not’

(C) ‘and drive’ should be replaced with ‘and drove’

(B) ‘cut’ should be replaced with ‘cuts’

(D) ‘I dry them’ should be replaced with ‘I shall dry them’

(B) ‘they watched’ should be replaced with ‘they watch’

(E) This sentence is correct

(C) ‘before I’ should be replaced with ‘much before I’

(C) ‘am’ should be replaced with ‘were’

(D) ‘he talked’ should be replaced with ‘he was talking’

(B) ‘is’ should be replaced with ‘has been’

(B) ‘will’ should be replaced with ‘shall’

(D) “fell” should be replaced with “fall’

(C) ‘he ought to’ should be replaced with ‘he shall/will’

(D) ‘you will’ should be replaced with ‘you shall’

(D) “in lunch’ should be replaced ‘after lunch’

WORKOUT 4

Read each sentence to find out whether there is any error in it. The error, if any, will be in one part of
the sentence. If there is no error, mark the answer ‘E’.

1.

The food price index (A)/consists of to subcomponents, (B)/namely primary food articles (C)/and
manufactured food products. (D)/No error (E)
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Global growth remains (A)/very weak and the renewed sluggishness (B)/in the global economy has led
to some moderation (C)/in global commodity prices — particularly these of food and metals. (D)/No
error (E)

The government monitors (A)/the price situation regularly (B)/at price stability remains (C)/high on its
agenda. (D)/No error (E)

Inrecent years, (A)/the pace and quality of banking (B)/has changed with the adoption (C)/of technological
advancements. (D)/No error (E)

. Monetary tightening in India has (A)/lead to some correction in stock markets, (B)/just as it happened in

other emerging market economies (C)/as their central banks tightened their grips. (D)/No error (E)

In India, FDI (A)/is preferred over portfolio flows (B)/as the FDI flows trend to be more stable (C)/than
portfolio and other forms of capital flows. (D)/No error (E)

On an annual average basis, (A)/the rupee appreciated (B)/against major international currencies (C)/
expect the Japanese yen in fiscal 2010—-11. (D)/No error (E)

. The size of foreign exchange reserves (A)/could been a constraining factor (B)/in checking depreciation of

local currency (C)/in the event of external shock and reversal of capital. (D)/No error (E)

Conditions for (A) international trade finance/(B)/have also been adversely affected (C)/from current
unstable financial conditions. (D)/No error (E)

Except pearls, precious stones, metals, coins, etc. (A)/all the other nine items witnessed (B)/an decrease in
global share (C)/in 2010 over 2009, with cotton being at the top of the list. (D)/No error (E)

Self-assessment on customs (A)/to usher in a new era of trust-based customs—trade partnership, (B)/
modernize the customs administration (C)/and quicken the clearance of cargo. (D)/No error (E)
Management planning is a process — (A)/not an event; (B)/i.e. it do not end with the production of a plan,
(C)/but continues through its implementation and beyond. (D)/No error (E)

When the management plan (A)/has been prepared and approved, (B)/and the operational plans are in
place to guide its implementation, (C)/field staff are that able to put the plan into practice. (D)/No error (E)

The net interest margin (A)/is a measure of how well the institution (B)/is able to maintain (C)/a spread
among the interest income to interest expense. (D)/No error (E)

The manager thinks (A)/how to use the hands of others, (B)/gave the workers instructions (C)/and monitor
their performance. (D)/No error (E)

The line organization present (A)/all the management levels (B)/and operational functions of the
organization, (C)/but does not contain advisory functions. (D)/No error (E)

. Decentralization occurs (A)/when a significant amount of authority (B)/was delegated (C)/to lower levels

in the organization. (D)/No error (E)

Personnel requirements (A)/are assessed (B)/and the physical resources needed (C)/too accomplish the
objectives determined. (D)/No error (E)

At the moment, a job (A)/becomes to complex (B)/too diverse, or too voluminous for one person, (C)/the
need for delegation arises. (D)/No error (E)

Once the employee understands the job, (A)/that person would be (B)/made aware of how performance
(C)/will be measured. (D)/No error (E)

The designer may (A)/adjust the planning (B)/to accommodate (C)/the available human resources and
equipment. (D)/No error (E)

The ability to effectively communicate (A)/in work, home, and in life is probably (B)/one of the most
important sets (C)/of skills a person needs. (D)/No error (E)

Co-operation among workers (A)/is possible only when this is (B)/an exchange of information between
(C)/individuals and groups and between the management and the employees. (D)/No error (E)

Morale and good relations (A)/in the organization are essential (B)/of achieving goals of the organization
and promoting (C)/its benevolence goodwill in the public. (D)/No error (E)

The company has to (A)/provide factual information (B)/about profitability, quality of products, facilities
provided (C)/to the workers and services rendered towards the community. (D)/No error (E)



26.
27.
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32.

33.
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No sooner did (A)/I reach (B)/Delhi railway station than (C)/the train departed. (D)/No error (E)
As soon as [ will (A)/reach Patna I will (B)/send you the books (C)/you have asked for. (D)/No error (E)
One of my good quality (A)/is that I do not (B)/take things like (C)/this very seriously. (D)/No error (E)

Our housing society comprises of (A)/eight blocks and (B)/forty-eight flats in an (C)/area of about thousand
square metres. (D)/No error (E)

It being a (A)/pleasant morning I (B)/decided to go out (C)/on walking in the garden. (D)/No error (E)

We are happy that (A)/our prime minister (B)/with the members (C)/of his cabinet are to be present at the
function. (D)/No error (E)

Neither the size nor the colour (A)/of clothes which (B)/I purchased for him (C)/yesterday were right. (D)/
No error (E)

I heard to my surprise, (A)/that the present (B)/I send him was not (C)/to his taste. (D)/No error (E)
Let us refer (A)/this matter to the principal. (B)/We shall abide (C)/with his decision. (D)/No error (E)

If I would have come (A)/a little earlier, I would have (B)/got a glimpse (C)/of my beloved leader. (D)/No
error (E)

When you buy something (A)/on the instalment system, (B)/you are not required to pay (C)/the whole
price at once. (D)/No error (E)

I am waiting for you (A)/for the last two hours (B)/but you did not bother (C)/to turn up on time. (D)/No
error (E)

It is indeed commendable (A)/that the apex court has deemed (B)/it necessary to remind the government
of'its duties in promoting (C)/education and investing in it. (D)/No error (E)

The perception (A)/of animal life was even more ambigous (B)/because of anthropomorphic (C)/
characterizations of animal behaviour. (D)/No error (E)

The policy of permitting (A)/legal (B)/import of gold has stimulated (C)/its consummation. (D)/No error (E)

His continually (A)/defending (B)/his stand on the issue has risen (C)/doubts in the mind of the jury. (D)/
No error (E)

The government’s strategy to encourage (A)/enterpreneurship (B)/gathers momentum (C)/with
unenvisaged (D)/response. No error (E)

My daughter never (A)/would write to me (B)/so I never know (C)/what she is doing. (D)/No error (E)

Whenever we have a puncture (A)/she just sits in the car (B)/and reads a book (C)/while I changed the
wheel. (D)/No error (E)

He walked to the market (A)/with both his servants (B)/on either side of his (C)/to help him buy things.
(D)/No error (E)

Ganesh, who has been (A)/driving all day (B)/, was extremely tired (C)/and wanted to stop. (D)/No error (E)

Everyone was reading quietly (A)/when suddenly the door (B)/burst open and a (C)/complete stranger
rushed in. (D)/No error (E)

It was (A)/natural that (B)/some difficulties crop up (C)/in his life while (D)/he was studying. No error (E)

Chatting on (A)/the Internet with people only not (B)/helps us (C)/make friends but also (D)/increases our
knowledge. No error (E)

Knowledge will not attract money (A)/unless it is (B)/organised and intelligently directed (C)/through
practical plans (D)/of action, to the definite end of accumulation. No error (E)

As the experiences (A)/of other countries have shown, (B)/an ailing financial sector can very quickly (C)/
render wreck (D)/the entire economy. No error (E)

If you are (A)/one of the (B)/who have often wondered how (C)/great fortunes are (D)/made, this story will
be enlightening. Nor error (E)

My only concern (A)/is that (B)/at this juncture (C)/communal sentiments are rather (D)/heightened
upwardly. (E)

However, (A)/this division (B)/of power is not quiet (C)/as neat as it may (D)/appear at first. No error (E)
He strongly felt (A)/that the explanation (B)/given (C)/during the meeting (D)/was not at all truth. No error (E)
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We decided to (A)/dedicate this article on the women (B)/who have been instrumental in (C)/training
generations of (D)/young girls to create a healthy atmosphere. No error (E)

When the opportunity came (A)/it appeared in a different form (B)/and from a different (C)/direction then
he had (D)/expected. No error (E)

My secretary is so (A)/careful of her work that (B)/none has so far found (C)/any error in her work. (D)/
No error (E)

Our conclusion is that (A)/between Vinayak and (B)/Lalo, Vinayak is (C)/the most honest. (D)/No error (E)

The new project group (A)/would first look into the tender conditions (B)/of both basic and value-added
(C)/services before submit its bid. (D)/No error (E)

I would have committed (A)/the same mistake of signing (B)/the sale deed if my agent (C)/would not have
forewarned me. (D)/No error (E)

The team leaders encourages (A)/the participants who have (B)/difficulty in performing (C)/the assigned
task. (D)/No error (E)

The judge asked the man (A)/if the bag he had lost (B)/contain five thousand rupees. (C)/The man replied
that it did. (D)/No error (E)

I trust you will (A)/show forbearance to me (B)/a few minutes more (C)/so that I can finish this work. (D)/
No error (E)

The ground outside the village, (A)/abounding with frogs and snakes, (B)/the enemies of mankind, (C)/is
soft and marshy. (D)/No error (E)

We are all short-sighted (A)/and very often see but one side of the matter (B)/Our views are not extended
(C)/to all that has as connection with it. (D)/No error (E)

Just laws are no restraint on (A)/the freedom of the good, (B)/for the good man desires nothing (C)/which
a just law interfere with. (D)/No error (E)

Had he done (A)/his homework well (B)/he would not have (C)/suffered this embarrassment. (D)/No error (E)
He was angry with me (A)/because he thought my (B)/remark was (C)/aimed before him. (D)/No error (E)

We were happy that (A)/the audience responded well (B)/and gave all the speakers (C)/a patiently listening.
(D)/No error (E)

He received timely support (A)/from his elder brother (B)/who is working abroad (C)/for the last six years.
(D)/No error (E)

The notorious gang opened (A)/the door quietly and (B)/escaped into the dark with (C)/whatever they
would collect. (D)/No error (E)

One of the security men (A)/rushed forward and asked (B)/me whether I (C)/had anything objectionable.
(D)/No error (E)

We could not (A)/believe that one (B)/of us was (C)/responsible with the act. (D)/No error (E)
We are now (A)/reliably learned that (B)/he was involved (C)/in the bank robbery. (D)/No error (E)

I do not know (A)/what most people feel (B)/depressed and dejected (C)/even at the slightest provocation.
(D)/No error (E)

She had such pretty (A)/that she thinks (B)/she can afford to be (C)/careless about her clothes. (D)/No error (E)

After carefully examining (A)/all the medicine bottles (B)/he submitted a detailed report (C)/to the higher
authorities. (D)/No error (E)

All of you are at liberty (A)/to come home (B)/as per the convenient (C)/and discuss the problems. (D)/
No error (E)

He was persuaded (A)/by his friends (B)/to end his fast (C)/because of his condition deteriorated. (D)/
No error (E)

I know who (A)/this job should be (B)/entrusted to (C)/for smooth handling. (D)/No error (E)

They have the nasty habit of (A)/looking down upon people (B)/and criticised them (C)/for no reason. (D)/
No error (E)



Spotting the Errors

83. Nowadays, the cost of living (A)/is so high that (B)/people find it difficult (C)/to make both ends meeting.
(D)/No error (E)
84. Karnavati is (A)/one of the leading (B)/business centres (C)/in our state. (D)/No error (E)
85. You may not know it (A)/but this engine is (B)/claimed to have twice (C)/as powerful as the previous one.
(D)/No error (E)
86. Nothing ever becomes real (A)/till it is experienced (B)/Even a proverb is no proverb to you (C)/till your
life has illustrated with it. (D)/No error (E)
87. Iremember my childhood days (A)/when I was used to go (B)/to the farm with my father (C)/and help him
in his work. (D)/No error (E)
88. I missed the last train (A)/which I usually catch (B)/and have to stay at the station (C)/on my way back
home yesterday. (D)/No error (E)
89. Sureshbabu, who is living (A)/in this town since 1955, (B)/is a well-known scholar of history (C)/and a
distinguished musician. (D)/No error (E)
90. Ifyouhad read (A)/the relevant literature carefully (B)/you would have answered (C)/most of the questions
correctly. (D)/No error (E)
91. The house where the dead man was found (A)/is being guarded by police (B)/to prevent it from being
entered (C)/and the evidence interfered with. (D)/No error (E)
92. As I reached the hospital (A)/I had found a great rush of visitors (B)/whose relatives had been admitted
there (C)/for one or the other ailment. (D)/No error (E)
93. One should study the history (A)/of one’s country because it alone can satisfy (B)/the natural curiosity to
know (C)/what happened in the past. (D)/No error (E)
94. It is interesting to note (A)/that the greatest lines in poetry are simple (B)/and yet there is in them some
quality (C)/which makes them outstanding. (D)/No error (E)
95. For life happy, (A)/man should live (B)/as far as possible (C)/in perfect harmony with nature. (D)/No error (E)
96. You have heard (A)/of Socrates, I suppose. (B)/Undoubtedly, he was one (C)/of the greatest man of the
world. (D)/No error (E)
97. Owing to (A)/scarcity of water, (B)/the metropolitan city of Mumbai is passing (C)/through a hard time.
(D)/No error (E)
98. Ireprimanded him for using (A)/humiliating language while (B)/addressing the (C)/audience. (D)/No
error (E)
99. Tappealed to her to look after my (A)/children during my (B)/absence and she (C)/acceded to my request.
(D)/No error (E)
100. You have absolutely no (A)/authority to (B)/interfere in my (C)/affairs. (D)/No error (E)
Answers
1. (B) The food price index consists of two subcomponents, namely primary food articles and manufactured
food products.
2. (D) Global growth remains very weak and the renewed sluggishness in the global economy has led to
some moderation in global commodity prices — particularly those of food and metals.
3. (C) The government monitors the price situation regularly as price stability remains high on its agenda.
4. (C) In recent years, the pace and quality of banking have changed with the adoption of technological
advancements.
5. (B) Monetary tightening in India has led to some correction in stock markets, just as it happened in other
emerging market economies as their central banks tightened their grips.
6. (C) In India, FDI is preferred over portfolio flows as the FDI flows tend to be more stable than portfolio
and other forms of capital flows.
7. (D) On an annual average basis, the rupee appreciated against major international currencies except the

Japanese yen in fiscal 2010-11.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

(B) The size of foreign exchange reserves could be a constraining factor in checking depreciation of local
currency in the event of external shock and reversal of capital.

(C) Conditions for international trade finance have also been adversely affected by current unstable
financial conditions.

(C) Except pearls, precious stones, metals, coins, etc. all the other nine items witnessed an increase in
global share in 2010 over 2009, with cotton being at the top of the list.

(A) Self-assessment in customs to usher in a new era of trust-based customs—trade partnership, modernize
the customs administration and quicken the clearance of cargo.

(C) Management planning is a process — not an event; i.e., it does not end with the production of a plan,
but continues through its implementation and beyond.

(D) When the management plan has been prepared and approved, and the operational plans are in place to
guide its implementation, field staft are then able to put the plan into practice.

(D) The net interest margin is a measure of how well the institution is able to maintain a spread between
the interest income to interest expense.

(C) The manager thinks how to use the hands of others, give the workers instructions and monitor their
performance.

(A) The line organization presents all the management levels and operational functions of the organization,
but does not contain advisory functions.

(C) decentralization occurs when a significant amount of authority is delegated to lower levels in the
organization.

(D) Personnel requirements are assessed and the physical resources needed to accomplish the objectives
determined.

(B) At the moment a job becomes too complex, too diverse, or too voluminous for one person, the need for
delegation arises.

(B) Once the employee understands the job, that person should be made aware of how performance will
be measured.

(E) The designer may adjust the planning to accommodate the available human resources and equipment.
(B) The ability to effectively communicate at work, home, and in life is probably one of the most important
sets of skills a person needs.

(B) Co-operation among workers is possible only when there is an exchange of information between
individuals and groups and between the management and the employees.

(C) Morale and good relations in the organization are essential for achieving goals of the organization and
promoting its benevolence goodwill in the public.

(E) The company has to provide factual information about profitability, quality of products, facilities
provided to the workers and services rendered towards the community.

(E)

Here present simple will be used. Hence, delete ‘will’

(A) One of my good ‘qualities’

(A) ‘Of” is not used with ‘comprise’

(D)

(D) Replace ‘are’ with ‘is’ because the subject (prime minister) is singular here

(D) Replace ‘were’ with ‘was’

(C) It should be ‘the present I sent for him’

(D) It should be ‘by his decision’

(A) The sentence should begin as, ‘If I had come ......
(D) Replace ‘at once’ with ‘at the beginning’

(A) The sentence should start as, ‘I had been waiting for you’
(E)

(B) The right spelling—ambiguous

(D) Instead of ‘consumption’

(C) Use ‘raised’ in place of ‘risen’

(B) The right spelling—entrepreneurship

(B) Replace ‘would’ ‘write’ with “writes’
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48.
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60.
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64.
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Spotting the Errors

(D) Replace ‘changed’ with ‘change’

(C) Replace ‘his’ by ‘him’

(A) Replace ‘has’ by ‘had’

(E)

(C) Replace ‘crop up’ with ‘cropped up’

(B) Replace ‘people only not” with ‘people not only’

(E) Replace ‘of accumulation” with ‘of accumulating’

(D) Replace ‘render wreck’ with ‘wreck’ only (delete ‘render’)
(B) Replace ‘one of the” with ‘one of those’

(E) Remove the word ‘upwardly’

(C) Replace ‘quiet’ with ‘quite’

(E) Replace ‘truth’ with ‘true’

(B) Replace ‘on the women’ with ‘to the women’

(D) Replace ‘then’ with ‘than’

(B) Replace ‘of” with ‘in’

(B) Here there is a comparison between two persons, so it should be ‘more honest” in place of ‘most honest’

(D) It should be ‘submitting’

(D) Replace ‘would not have’ with ‘had not’

(A) ‘team leaders encourages’ should be replaced by ‘team leaders encourage’ or ‘team leader encourages’
© 76. (B) 89. (A)
(©) 77. (A) 90. (E)
(E) 78. (E) 91. (D)
(D) 79. (C) 92. (B)
(D) 80. (D) 93. (B)
(E) 81. (A) 94. (O)
(D) 82. (C) 95. (A)
(D) 83. (D) 96. (D)
©) 84. (E) 97. (B)
(D) 85. (O) 98. (A)
(E) 86. (D) 99. (E)
(D) 87. (B) 100. (C)
(A) 88. (C)

MOCK TESTS

TEST |

No.

of questions: 25 Time allotted: 15 minutes

The sentences given below have been divided into parts and marked A—D. One of the portions may be
grammatically wrong or unacceptable in standard written communication. Select that part containing
the error and mark your answer. If there is no error, mark the answer ‘E’:

I.

When a worker wishes (A)/to convey certain information (B)/to the production manager, (C)/it can been
channelized only through the foreman. (D)/No error (E)

Be confident and strong (A)/in you views and statements, (B)/but remember that whomever you are
communicating with (C)/has their own thoughts, feelings, perspectives, ideals and objectives. (D)/No error (E)

Public relations emphasizes (A)/a proper understanding of the nature, (B)/of the public and the social
environment (C)/in which an industry is operating and the changes that is constantly occurring. (D)/No
error (E)

Project sponsors are the route (A)/through with project managers directly report (B)/and from which project
managers obtain (C)/their formal authority, remit and decisions. (D)/No error (E)
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Over 70% (A)/of our time is spent (B)/on communicating with others (C)/and that interaction is compulsory.
(D)/No error (E)

. A efficient reporting (A)/process will minimize (B)/the reporting burden throughout (C)/the organization

without compromising effectiveness. (D)/No error (E)

. Efficient project management (A)/requires effective delegation (B)/these allows decisions to be made at a

level (C)/that is consistent with the organization’s system for internal control. (D)/No error (E)

. The success of strategic planning efforts (A)/can generally be traced to the effort B)/put in organizing

resources to support (C)/the planning process and completing analyses of the organization. (D)/No error (E)

. Creating and keeping customers (A)/means having products available for when they want them B)/and often

this requires (C)/sum type of storage facility. (D)/No error (E)

Target pricing is which a company studies (A)/the competition and the customer (B)/to identify a point
where (C)/the product must be priced to be competitive. (D)/No error (E)

Wholesalers sold to retailers, (A)/other wholesalers and industrial users, B)/but do not sell in significant
amounts (C)/to ultimate consumers. (D)/No error (E)

Unity of command means (A)/that a person in the organization (B)/should receive orders from one person
only (C)/so at to avoid any kind of confusion and conflict. (D)/No error (E)

Managers divide activities (A)/to increase efficiency (B)/and to ensure them (C)/work is properly done. (D)/
No error (E)

Over half of the world’s population (A)/lives on watersheds (B)/of major rivers originating (C)/in mountains
with glaciers and snow. (D)/No error (E)

A warming climate (A)/is now causing a global recession (B)/in glaciers, and some areas (C)/may lose their
glaciers entirely in that century. (D)/No error (E)

Glaciers originate from accumulations (A)/of snow and ice and flow down the slope (B)/in response to
gravitational forces, (C)/and grow or shrink as an result of exchanges of mass and energy. (D)/No error (E).
When an subordinate accepts duties, (A)/by the superior he has to perform (B)/those duties (C)/in the
manner desired. (D)/No error (E)

Diseases that affect (A)/wildlife and the living things B)/that carry diseases has been (C)/expanding their
geographic ranges as climate heats up. (D)/No error (E)

A elimination of all black carbon (A) generated by fossil fuel use (B)/could reduce total global warming (C)/
by 818 per cent within 3-5 years. (D)/No error (E)

Human well-being depends (A)/on the Earth’s ecosystems (B)/and the services that these provides (C)/to
sustain and fulfill human life. (D)/No error (E)

The ocean is three-dimensional, (A)/offering vast living space (B)/and diverse habitats from the surface (C)/
through the water column too the seafloor. (D)/No error (E)

Water utilities use energy (A)/to pump groundwater, (B)/move surface water supplies, treat raw water to
potable standards, (C)/and distribute it to there customers. (D)/No error (E)

Additional sea-level rise (A)/is caused from the melting (B)/of inland glaciers and continental ice sheets (C)/
including those resting on Greenland and Antarctica. (D)/No error (E)

The acid converts (A)/carbonate ions into bicarbonate, (B)/removing the carbonate building blocks shellfish
(C)/or other organism need to generate their shells. (D)/No error (E)

A ocean covers (A)/more than 70% (B)/of the planet and (C)/is the largest biospheric reservoir of carbon.
(D)/No error (E)

Answers

1.

2.

(D) when a worker wishes to convey certain information to the production manager, it can be channelized
only through the foreman.

(B) Be confident and strong in your views and statements, but remember that whomever your are
communicating with has their own thoughts, feelings, perspectives, ideals and objectives.
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3. (D) Public relations emphasizes a proper understanding of the nature, of the public and the social environment
in which an industry is operating and the changes that are constantly occurring.
4. (B) Project sponsors are the route through which project managers directly report and from which project
managers obtain their formal authority, remit and decisions. Sponsors own the project business case.
5. (C) Over 70% of our time is spent in communicating with others and that interaction is compulsory.
6. (A) An efficient reporting process will minimize the reporting burden throughout the organization without
compromising effectiveness.
7. (C) Efficient project management requires effective delegation that allows decisions to be made at a level
that is consistent with the organization’s system for internal control.
8. (C) The success of strategic planning efforts can generally be traced to the effort put into organizing
resources to support the planning process and completing analyses of the organization.
9. (D) Creating and keeping customers means having products available for when they want them, and often
this requires some type of storage facility.
10. (A) Target pricing is where a company studies the competition and the customer to identify a point where
the product must be priced to be competitive.
11. (A) Whole sellers sell to retailers.
12. (D) Unity of command means that a person in the organization should receive orders from one person only
s0 as to avoid any kind of confusion and conflict.
13. (C) Managers divide activities to increase efficiency and to ensure that work is properly done.
14. (B) Over half of the world’s population lives in watersheds of major rivers originating in mountains with
glaciers and snow.
15. (D) A warming climate is now causing a global recession in glaciers, and some areas may lose their glaciers
entirely in this century.
16. (D) Glaciers originate from accumulations of snow and ice and flow down the slope in response to
gravitational forces, and grow or shrink as a result of exchanges of mass and energy.
17. (A) When a subordinate accepts duties, by the superior he has to perform those duties in the manner desired.
18. (C) Diseases that affect wildlife and the living things that carry diseases have been expanding their
geographic ranges as climate heats up.
19. (A) The elimination of all black carbon generated by fossil fuel use could reduce total global warming by
8—18 per cent within 3—5 years.
20. (C) Human well-being depends on the Earth’s ecosystems and the services that these provide to sustain and
fulfill human life.
21. (D) The ocean is three-dimensional, offering vast living space and diverse habitats from the surface through
the water column to the seafloor.
22. (D) Water utilities use energy to pump groundwater, move surface water supplies, treat raw water to potable
standards, and distribute it to their customers.
23. (B) Additional sea-level rise is caused by the melting of inland glaciers and continental ice sheets including
those resting on Greenland and Antarctica.
24. (D) The acid converts carbonate ions into bicarbonate, removing the carbonate building blocks shellfish and
other organism need to generate their shells.
25. (A) The ocean covers more than 70% of the planet and is the largest biospheric reservoir of carbon.
TEST 2
No. of questions: 25 Time allotted: 15 minutes

Certain portions in the sentences given below have been underlined and marked A-D. One of the
portions may be grammatically wrong or unacceptable in standard written communication. Select the
portion containing error and mark your answer. If there is no error, mark the answer ‘E’:

1

2
3
4

. He (A)/considers (B)/me (C)/his sister. (D)/No error (E)

. We think (A)/him as (B)/a (C)/silly boy. (D)/No error (E)

. He has (A)/no pencil (B)/to (C)/write with. (D)/No error (E)
. Ram is (A)/senior (B)/to me (C)/in office. (D)/No error (E)
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18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

. This pen (A)/is (B)/inferior (C)/than that. (D)/No error (E)

. He is (A)/senior (B)/than me (C)/in service. (D)/No error (E)

. This ketchup (A)/is (B)/inferior (C)/to that. (D)/No error (E)

. I prefer (A)/sociology (B)/from (C)/History. (D)/No error (E)

. Health is (A)/more (B)/preferable (C)/to wealth. (D)/No error (E)

. Your Liberty (A)/shoes are (B)/more superior (C)/than me. (D)/No error (E)

. We had (A)/a nice (B)/play of football (C)/and badminton today. (D)/No error (E)

. We had (A)/a nice game (B)/of badminton (C)/yesterday afternoon. (D)/No error (E)
. Admission to (A)/the circus (B)/will be (C)/by tickets. (D)/No error (E)

. I'saw a (A)/large fish (B)/floating in (C)/the river. (D)/No error (E)

. Alarge log (A)/of wood was (B)/swimming in the (C)/river. (D)/No error (E)

. I'saw (A)/on his (B)/desk was (C)/a book and a book-file. (D)/No error (E)

. The Chief Minister, Mr Charan Singh, with his (A)/cabinet colleagues, were (B)/warmly received (C)/at the

(D)/airport. No error (E)

Satyajit Ray was (A)/one of the (B)/greatest film directors (C)/that has ever lived. (D)/No error (E)
Neither (A)/the carpenters nor the (B)/plumber have (C)/finished the work. (D)/No error (E)

Neither (A)/the Head Office nor (B)/the branch offices close (C)/at (D)/5.00 p.m. No error (E)

I recollected (A)/the incident (B)/after I handed (C)/over my statement. (D)/No error (E)

A few (A)/of the windows (B)/in the main hall was broken (C)/by the demonstrators. (D)/No error (E)
His daughter (A)/, as well as (B)/mine, are (C)/playing for the (D)/nation. No error (E)

Every (A)/book and every (B)/magazine have (C)/been entered (D)/in the record register. No error (E)
Sanjay bought (A)/the suit (B)/before (C)/he met (D)/Neetu. No error (E)

Answers

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

© 0N O~ wWDNE

(E) No error

(C) “We think him a silly boy’; Verbs like consider, think, call etc. are not followed by ‘as’

(E) No error

(E) No error

(D) “This pen is inferior to that’

(C) ‘He is senior to me in service’

(E) No error

(C) I prefer Sociology to History’

(B) ‘Health is preferable to wealth’. The adjectives of comparative degree like senior, junior, prefer, superior
are always followed by ‘to’ instead of ‘than’

(C) “Your shoe is superior to mine’

(C) ‘Game’ instead of ‘play’

(E) No error

D) “........ by ticket’ instead of “.......... tickets’

(C) Lifeless objects float, living things swim

©

(C) “Were’: When a verb has two singular subjects connected by ‘and’ the verb is plural

B) e were warmly........ >should be replaced by “....... was warmly ....... ’. When a singular subject
is attached to a phrase introduced by ‘with’ or ‘as well as’ the verb is always singular

D)ot has ever lived’ should be replaced by ‘have ever lived’. In this sentence, the subject of ‘as ever
lived’ is ‘that’. It is plural because its antecedents ‘directors’ are plural. A relative pronoun agrees in
number with its antecedent

©) i have finished........ > to be replaced by “........ has finished ....... > when one singular and one
plural subjects are joined by ‘or’ and ‘nor’ the subject closer to the verb determines the number of the
verb



20.
21.

22.

23.
24.

25.

Spotting the Errors = 2.29

(E) No error. The subject ‘branch offices’ is plural and the verb ‘close’ is also plural here

(©) R I'handed’ should be replaced by °........ I had handed’ the incident was recollected after handing
over the statement

©)“....... was broken ...... > should be changed to “....... were broken ....... >. Some infinite pronouns like
‘afew’, ‘many’, ‘several’ etc. are always plural and take plural verb

<) “...... are playing.....” should be replaced by “...... is playing....’

(C) ‘has been entered’: If the subject consists of two or more singular nouns connected by ‘and’ and presided

by ‘each’ or ‘every’, the verb is in singular
(A) ‘had bought’: Past perfect tense indicates that an event had taken place before another event in the past.
The suit was purchased before meeting Neetu

PREVIOUS YEARS’ QUESTIONS

BANKING EXAMINATIONS

Directions: Read this sentence to find out whether there is any grammatical error in it. The error, if any, will be in one part
of the sentence. Mark the part with the error as your answer. If there is no error, mark ‘No error’ as your answer. (Ignore

the errors of punctuation, if any) [IBPS MO S1 2016]
1. The next time you/ are at the city airport,/ apart of shopping for the usual,/ you can also purchase a piece of art.
(A) The next time you (B) are at the city airport
(C) apart of shopping for the usual (D) you can also purchase a piece of art.
(E) No error
2. Despite being laid low by illness/ in the run-up to the event,/ the sportsman intend to give his best/in the upcoming championship.
(A) Despite being laid low by illness (B) in the run-up to the event,
(C) the sportsman intend to give his best (D) in the upcoming championship.
(E) No error
3. After staying together/ for several years, the actress/finally separated from her husband/ for good in 2004.
(A) After staying together (B) for several years, the actress
(C) finally separated from her husband (D) for good in 2004
(E) No error
4. The city’s young women/ are going out and buying/ diamonds themselves, as the era of being gifted/ diamonds by men is such
passed.
(A) The city’s young women (B) are going out and buying
(C) diamonds themselves, as by gifted (D) diamonds by men is such passed.
(E) No error
5. After swung between playing/ positive and negative characters/ the actor is set to attempt comedy/ for the first time on small
screen.
(A) After swung between playing (B) positive and negative characters,
(C) the actor is set to attempt comedy (D) for the first time on small screen.
(E) No error
6. Research show that people/ who are able to responding/ more quickly to questions are/ perceived as more charismatic.
(A) Research show that people (B) who are able to responding
(C) more quickly to questions are (D) perceived as more charismatic.
(E) No error
7. His wife’s untimely death/ in a plane crash and him/ to the supportive actress, who/ lend him a shoulder to cry on.
(A) His wife’s untimely death (B) in a plane crash and him
(C) to the supportive actress, who (D) lend him a shoulder to cry on.
(E) No error
8. Staying healthy/ and high spirited/ is not/ very difficult.
(A) Staying healthy (B) and high spirited
(C) is not (D) very difficult.

(E) No error
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30.
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. Like against/ a fixed interest rate loan/ a floating interest rate loan offers/ flexibility to borrowers.

(A) Like against (B) a fixed interest rate loan
(C) a floating interest rate loan offers (D) flexibility to borrowers
(E) No error

The director refused/ to meet his critics/ and did not respond to/ any of their letters.

(A) The director refused (B) to meet his critics

(C) and did not respond to (D) any of their letters.

(E) No error

[LIC AAO 2016]

Although I prepared myself (A)/for appear strong (B)/to my mother, my heart (C)/ached and cried.(D)/No error (E)
The department will (A)/ initiate a campaign (B)/ to promote organic farming (C)/ across the state. (D)/No error (E)

Fancy words in place of (A)/the numerical registration number (B)/on your vehicle will (C)/landed you in trouble. (D)/No
error (e) 14. The film industry took note for (A)/his talent and the actor (B)/has finally bagged (C)/three plum roles in
Telugu movies. (D)/No error (E)

The boy was (A)/allegedly shot at (B)/by robbers and (C)/was hospitalized. (D)/No error (E)
[SBI Junior Associates Pre Exam 2016]

. (A) Harsh Vardhan said he was looking forward/(B) to serve his roots, as he had spend/(C) the first 15 year of his life/(D) in the

streets of old Delhi./(e) No error
(A) A family office has to/(B) execute all tasks related to/(C) manage the wealth of/(D)the upper rich family./(E) No error

(A) Service providers in the financial industry, specially private banks/(B) and wealth management firms, are increasingly/(C)
forced to standardize their/(D) products to optimize profit./ (E) No error

(A) Social or impact funds are private equity—like funds/(B) that pool money from investors/(C) and put it to work in a portfolio
of ventures/(D) that meet the funds’ objective./(E) No error

(A) While residential land purchases/(B) have benefited many investors/(C) buying land can be risky,/(D) especially for a NRI./
(E) No error

[IBPS CWE Bank (Specialist Officer) Exam 2015]

It is more better (A)/if one of the parents (B)/stays at home (C)/to look after the children. (D)/No error (E)
With a fresh coat (A)/of paint (B)/the school can (C)/look much nice. (D)/No error (E)

I asked the salesman (A)/if I could exchange (B)/the faulty camera (C)/with another one. (D)/No error (E)
I took me (A)/almost a hour (B)/to fill the (C)/application form. (D)/No error (E)

She insists (A)/you stay (B)/until her husband (C)/come home. (D)/No error (E)

Attributing rise in inflation partly for withholding of food stocks by traders, (A)/the minister said that (B)/he was committed (C)/
to easing this supply side bottleneck. (D)/No error (E)

India’s largest utility vehicle and tractor marker (A)/is again in the race to acquire (B)/stake in Swedish company (C)/which is a
premium car maker. (D)/No error (E)

With sale of branded or premium petrol becoming almost nil (A)/due to high duties, (B)/a government appointed panel has
recommended (C)/slashing excise duty to make them at par with regular fuel. (D)/No error (E)

Keeping in mind (A)/that power cuts are on different days in different areas (B)/the change in the factory law would enable individual
factories within an area (C)/to determining their own weekly holidays. (D)/No error (E)

Police officers have refused on identify the bystander (A)/who is the only eyewitness to the crime (B)/but have said that the
investigating team would explore (C)/if he could be a witness in the case. (D)/No error (E)

[SBI Clerk (Asst.) Exam 2014]
Earlier this year (A)/some foreign nationals (B)/was caught (C)/bringing in drugs in shoe cavity. (D)/No error (E)

Our country looks all set to throw open (A)/its door to foreign investors in infrastructure, (B)/as the nation seeks to help (C)/
improved the creaky transportation facility. (D)/No error (E)



33.

34.
35.

36.
37.
38.

39.
40.

41.

42.
43.
44.

45.

46.
47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.
57.
58.
59.

Spotting the Errors m 2.31

The company holds (A)/the patent of the technology (B)/which enable them to extract (C)/precious metals from waste. (D)/No
error (E)

It was strange (A)/when people started (B)/congratulate me (C)/on completion of my dissertation. (D)/No error (E)

Business confidence is by the upswing (A)/as companies are betting (B)/on a turnaround in the economy (C)/and improvement in
the investment. (D)/No Error (E)

The oak tree always (A)/thought that (B)/he was strong (C)/than the other trees (D)/No error (E)
It was strange (A)/when people started (B)/congratulating me (C)/on completion of my dissertation. (D)/No error (E)

Though Chandresh is known (A)/of his playful style, we admire him (B)/for his ability to shape a world clearly (C)/from few and
carefully chosen words. (D)/No error (E)

A good employee (A)/is one which (B)/is always willing (C)to go the extra mile. (D)/No error (E)
Through her efforts (A)/she manage to (B)/open several institutions to (C)/help the down-trodden. (D)/No error (E)
[IBPS CWE Bank PO Exam 2014]

More than scoring points for (A)/choosing the colour, the actress creating a fluffed (B)/with the mini cape that she wore (C)/to
match her dress. (D)/No error (E)

Winter is (A)/the best (B)/season to (C)/explored the outdoors. (D)/No error (E)
The technology senses (A)/how a handshake (B)/and makes instant adjustments (C)/to stay balanced. (D)/No error (E)

With the water project moving (A)/a step closer to feasibility, (B)/city residents can soon (C)/expect for sufficient water supply.
(D)/No error (E)

We are in the final stages (A)/of resolve the issue (B)/which has been pending (C)/for over two years. (D)/No error (E)
[SBI PO Exam 2014]

The economic imperatives (A)/for acquiring (B)/technological strengths do not warrant (C)/repetition (D)/here. No error (E)

The combination of a base of imported technology and capabilities (A)/built up indigenously (B)/led initially (C)/to product and
process involvement. (D)/No error (E)

If a country does not learn to master (A)/these new realities of life, our aspirations (B)/to ensure the prosperity (C)/of our people
may come to not (D)/No error (E)

Since vegetable and fruit consumption (A)/will increase in future, an appropriate (B)/choice considering agro-climate (C)/input
needs and economic returns (D)/should be arrived at for every region. No error (E)

An environmental (A)/concern (B)/that is likely to have implications (C)/for Indian agriculture is the emission (D)/of gases like
methane and carbon dioxide. No error (E)

There cannot be any situation where (A)/somebody makes money in an asset (B)/located in India and does not pay tax (C)/either
to India or to the country of his origin. (D)/No error (E)

India has entered a downward spiral (A)/where the organised, productive (B)/and law abide sectors are subject to (C)/savage
amounts of multiple taxes. (D)/No error (E)

The bank may have followed (A)/an aggressive monetary tightening policy (B)/but its stated aim of (C)/curbing inflation have not
been achieved. (D)/No error (E)

Equal opportunities for advancement (A)/across the length and breadth (B)/of an organisation will (C)/keep many problems away.
(D)/No error (E)

A customised data science degree (A)/is yet to become (B)/a standard programme (C)/to India’s premier educational institutes.
(D)/No error (E)

[IBPS (Specialist Officers) Exam 2014]
A disabled child (A)/has defined as (B)/one who is unable to (C)/ensure necessities by himself. (D)/No error (E)
Many decision problems (A)/involve a number of (B)/objectives, and often (C)/these objectives conflicts. (D)/No error (E)
Various employees, whom (A)/we met, echoed (B)/the sentiments expressed (C)/by the CEO of the company. (D)/No error (E)

It is difficult to assume that (A)/a increase in the number of health institutions (B)/would automatically enhance (C)/utilization of
health services. (D)/No error (E)
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The challenge for us (A)/is to engage with a potential (B)/customer early so we can (C)/sell him the entire range. (D)/No error (E)
The government’s strategy to encourage (A)/entreprenurship (B)/gathers momentum (C)/with unenvisaged response. (D)/No error (E)
His continually (A)/defending (B)/his stand on the issue has risen (C)/doubts (D)/in the mind, of the jury. No error (E)

Policy of permitting (A)/legal (B)/import of gold has stimulated (C)/its consumation. (D)/No error (E)

The perception (A)/of animal life was even more ambiguous (B)/because of anthropomorphic (C)/characterisations (D)/of animal
behaviours. No error (E)

It is needed recommendable (A)/that the apex court has deemed (B)/it necessary to remind the government of its duties in promoting
(C)/education and investing in it. (D)/No error (E)
[RRB Office Asst. (Multipurpose) Exam 2013]

All the selected (A)/students’ (B)/list would be displayed (C)/on the counter. (D)/No error (E)

The ship (A)/was at sea for many days and finally (B)/anchored (C)/near the costline. (D)/No error (E)

He immediately (A)/opened his journal (B)/and started racing (C)/through the first paragraph. (D)/No error (E)
Four lunch, Payal choosed (A)/to eat a large bowl (B)/of salad and a big glass (C)/of fruit juice. (D)/No error (E)

What had once been only a whimsical (A)/idea has developed (B)/a strong fan following (C)/because of develop believers. (D)/
No error (E)

As he walked over the cafeteria (A)/he noticed that his stride (B)/was just a little more bouncier than (C)/when he had first walked
into the school. (D)/No error (E)

The shepherd counted (A)/his sheep and found (B)/that one of (C)/them is missing. (D)/No error (E)

The teacher were (A)/impressed by her performance (B)/and asked her to (C)/participate in the competition. (D)/No error (E)

At last he had (A)/come home again but (B)/was very sad because (C)/he is missing his pet sorely. (D)/No error (E)

You might not have (A)/heard about the ice-cube collectors before (B)/but are really not (C)/strongest as they sound. (D)/No error
(E)

The explanation was not (A)/an total failure because people (B)/came to realise that the club could work (C)/if people cared
enough about it. (D)/No error (E)

Each morning they (A)/emptied their trays (B)/into large garbage cans (C)/which were placed in the street. (D)/No error (E)
The story was (A)/about how an (B)/intelligent man had saving (C)/himself from being robbed. (D)/No error (E)
The painter was (A)/ask to paint (B)/picture of the king (C)/sitting on his throne. (D)/No error (E)

Most of the people which (A)/have been victims (B)/of extreme violence (C)/are too frightened to report it to the police. (D)/No
error (E)

The couple’s work in (A)/upgrading rural technicians (B)/has set a benchmarking (C)/for future generations. (D)/No error (E)
It has taking almost (A)/a year for India (B)/to let its pessimism (C)/translate into fewer jobs. (D)/No error (E)

The city needs an airport (A)/that can efficiently manage (B)/a constantly flow of (C)/passengers and flights. (D)/No error (E)
This group of (A)/rural achievers is very (B)/different than the (C)/ones in the past. (D)/No error (E)

The government has announced (A)/plans to creating (B)/one million new (C)/training places. (D)/No error (E)

The argument assumes that (A)/early detection of the disease (B)/will lead to an immediate drop in (C)/the mortality rating from
this disease. (D)/No error (E)

The two most important numbers (A)/which the mandarins of an (B)/economy have to watch (C)/are inflation and unemployment.
(D)/No error (E)

Witnessed the young soldier’s ability (A)/to repeatedly hit bull’s eye at (B)/arms training, instructors pushed him (C)/to participate
in the Army marksmanship competition. (D)/No error (E)

It is all well known that (A)/women are generally in favour of (B)/light topics like jokes and expressions (C)/that causing laughter
all around. (D)/No error (E)

The evening breeze (A)/won’t carrying the poetry (B)/of peace beyond (C)/the school building. (D)/No error (E)

We are bring in the idea that (A)/European rehabilitation focussed (B)/on a multi-disciplinary approach (C)/towards chronic pain.
(D)/No error (E)

If parents are able to (A)/get their children into schools (B)/that are far away, the (C)/next challenge is transportation. (D)/No error (E)
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The perception of others (A)/particularly family members (B)/changed when he (C)/qualified on a government job. (D)/No error (E)
Every house should (A)/have the device as it (B)/protects people from a (C)/common household disaster. (D)/No error (E)

Automated baggage handling systems are (A)/ensuring that on the time passengers (B)/are out of the plane their (C)/baggage is
already waiting for them. (D)/No error (E)

The third season of (A)/the popular television show will ends (B)/on a grand note with (C)/celebrities dancing and having fun. (D)/
No error (E)

The website, which does not (A)/accept advertisements and is funded (B)/entirely by donations, describes itself (C)/as the fifth
most popular website on the planet. (D)/No error (E)

As sharing crime statistics for (A)/the year 2011, the Commissioner admitted that (B)/there had been an undue delay in (C)/the
setting up of an anti-narcotics cell. (D)/No error (E)

The Moon may be the best place (A)/to look for aliens as their (B)/footprints on their surface would (C)/last far longer than radio
signals. (D)/No error (E)

The judge advised the government to (A)/have metered autorickshaws across the state while (B)/recounting his personal experience
where an autorickshaw driver (C)/made him to wait and also demanded 100 (D)/No error (E)

The Company aims (A)/to nearly double (B)/its revenues on the back (C)/of a strongest product pipeline. (D)/No error (E)
The woman that had (A)/kidnapped a child has now (B)/been apprehended and is being (C)/held in the city’s jail. (D)/No error (E)
Rose growers in (A)/the city are waking up (B)/to the benefits (C)/of collective action. (D)/No error (E)

The Minister will have (A)/a tough task on his hands (B)/where three different recommendations (C)/for this year’s rate reach his
desk. (D)/No error (E)

The current economic scenario (A)/could possibly undo (B)/growth that followed (C)/the economic liberalisation of 1991. (D)/No
error (E)

In a first of its kind study, (A)/a team of scientists have tried to (B)/“grow” new stem cells in (C)/the ear that get damage with age.
(D)/No error (E)

If successful, the research could (A)/pave the way towards (B)/the prevention in untimely deaths (C)/due to fatal illnesses. (D)/No
error (E)

The Ministry has directed banks (A)/to do away with their (B)/separate promotion polities, a move (C)/strongly opposed by the
officers’ unions. (D)/No error (E)

After a complaint was filed, (A)/police teams was given the photograph (B)/of the accused from the CCTV footage (C)/recorded
at the hotel. (D)/No error (E)

Activists opposing the rail project said (A)/that the eleven new flyovers to be built (B)/would practically ring (C)/the death knell
for the city. (D)/No error (E)
[RRB Office Asst. (Multipurpose) Exam 2012]

The need (A)/to grow should not be mistaken for (B)/dissatisfaction (C)/with one’s current state. (D)/No error (E)

He laiy in the bed to (A)/rest, and (B)/within no time (C)/dozed off to sleep. (D)/No error (E)

It was disappointing to know that (A)/despite his best (B)/attempts, he had (C)/failed in the exam. (D)/No error (E)

He was so scared (A)/after watching the (B)/movie that he didn’t sleep for three (C)/nights after that. (D)/No error (E)
Vijay had always (A)/been keen on (B)/getting as much (C)/education as he could. (D)/No error (E)

People who play (A)/their radios too (B)/loud have no (C)/considerations for others. (D)/No error (E)

The novel has neither (A)/an interesting (B)/plot, nor any (C)/interesting character. (D)/No error (E)

If you were given a (A)/chance to live in (B)/some other country, which (C)/one would you have chosen? (D)/No error (E)
Having lived to (A)/Paris for two (B)/years, Prakash understands (C)/French reasonably well. (D)/No error (E)
Reema decided not to (A)/watch the movie because (B)/she had to study for the (C)/quiz to be hold the next day. (D)/No error (E)
Athletes do various (A)/kinds of warm (B)/up activities before (C)/they start to running. (D)/No error (E)

Ramesh will lives (A)/with Ram until he (B)/finds a separate (C)/house for himself. (D)/No error (E)

Cows, goats and (A)/other such domestic (B)/animals together is (C)/called livestock. (D)/No error (E)

Students are likely to (A)/work on the evenings, (B)/during the weekends, (C)/or summer breaks. (D)/No error (E)
Being able to (A)/remember a lot of informations is (B)/not the same as (C)/being able to think. (D)/No error (E)



2.34 m Objective English

SSC EXAMINATIONS

Directions: In the following questions, some parts of the sentences have errors and some are correct. Find out which part
of a sentence has an error. The number of that part is the answer. If a sentence is free from error, your answer is ‘No error’.

10.

[SSC CAPFs & Delhi Police SI EXAM 2016]

. He assured me that he will return in an hour.

(A) No error (B) that he will return
(C) in an hour (D) He assured me
. The car that he is using these days is belonging to his employer.
(A) No error (B) these days is belonging
(C) The car that he is using (D) to his employer.
. Three years have elapsed since I had gone to visit my aunt in the city.
(A) No error (B) visit my aunt in the city.
(C) since I had gone to (d) Three years have elapsed
. Ireached two hours before he had came.
(A) two hours before (B) No error
(C) he had came (D) I reached
. He needs not have shouted at me that way.
(A) No error (B) not have shouted
(C) He needs (D) at me that way.

[SSC CAPFs & Delhi Police, SI & Assistant SI]

Before we returned from swimming in the river near the camp, someone had stole our clothes, and we had to walk back with our
towels around us.

(A) No error (B) Before we returned from swimming in the river near the camp
(C) someone had stole our clothes (D) and we had to walk back with our towels around us.
Long life is good if one be happy and has friends.
(A) No error (B) if one be happy
(C) Long life is good (D) and has friends.
. The thief did not know that there was a dog laying under the table.
(A) The thief did not know (B) No error
(C) that there was a dog (D) laying under the table.
He went to the doctor because he had not been feeling well since several weeks.
(A) No error (B) since several weeks.
(C) because he had not been feeling well (D) He went to the doctor
Had you participated in the drawing competition; you would have won the first prize.
(A) in the drawing competition (B) Had you participated
(C) you would have won the first prize (D) No error

Directions: In the following questions, some parts of the sentence have errors and some are correct. Find out which part of
a sentence has an error and blacken the oval [@] corresponding to the appropriate letter (A, B, C). If a sentence is free from
error, blacken the oval corresponding to (D) in the Answer Sheet. [SSC CGL Exam 2015]

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

A bird in the tree (A)/is worth (B)/two in the bush. (C)/No error (D)

Who (A)/do you think (B)/I meet? (C) No error (D)

It is not advisable (A)/to take heavy luggages (B)/while on a journey. (C)/No error (D)
He can be (A)/a basketball player since (B)/he is tall like a mule. (C)/No error (D)

Just outside my house (A)/are playground (B)/for school boys and girls. (C)/No error (D)
The sum and substance (A)/of this poem (B)/is as follows. (C)/No error (D)

Bobby learnt the (A)/alphabets at the (B)/age of two. (C)/No error (D)
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The ruins of the spillway are a vital clue (A)/to the epic struggle that unfold as generations of Khmer engineers (B)/coped with a
water system that grew complex and unruly. (C)/No error (D)

I watched how (A)/the pionoist (B)/used her left hand. (C)/No error (D)

You are required to give an explanation (A)/for your conduct (B)/within two days of the receipt of this letter. (C)/No error (D)
Many a man (A)/wanted to be (B)/rich quickly. (C)/No error (D)

A study is going underway (A)/to determine the exact concentration (B)/of lead in the water supply. (C)/No error (D)
Several guests noticed Mr. Sharma (A)/falling back in his chair (B)/and gasping for breath. (C)/No error (D)

We have finished our work (A)/three hours ago and have been waiting (B)/for you since then. (C)/No error (D)

The Russian ambassador’s (A)/whereabouts is (B)/not known to anyone. (C)/No error

[SSC FCI Assistant G-111 Exam 2015]
Neither of them (A)/are (B)/good. (C)/No error (D)
Due to me being a new comer (A)/I was unable (B)/to get a good house. (C)/No error (D)

The circulation of The Statesman (A)/is greater than (B)/that of any newspaper. (C)/No error (D)
[SSC CGL (Tier-1) Exam 2014]

(A) If I would have realized (B) what a bad shape our library is in
(C) Iwould have done something (D) No error

(A) He has been (B) enhanced in position

(C) as aresult of his diligence and integrity (D) No error

(A) ItisI (B) who is responsible

(C) for the delay (D) No error

(A) There is only one cure (B) to the evils which newly

(C) acquired freedom produces and that cure is freedom (D) No error

(A) He flew (B) over extensively

(C) the Pacific last winter (D) No error

[SSC (10+2 Level) Exam 2014]

After toiling very hardly (A)/over a long period of time (B)/he found that he had met no profit at all. (C)/No error (D)
Excuse (A)/me (B)/interrupting you. (C)/No error (D)
At this time of the year (A)/the mountains are (B)/usually covered with ice. (C)/No error (D)
One of my friends (A)/are (B)/an [.A.S. officer. (C)/No error (D)
Paradise Lost (A)/is (B)/a epic poem. (C)/No error (D)
[SSC CAPFs & Delhi Police SI Exam 2014]

In 1906, a earthquake (A)/destroyed much (B)/of San Francisco. (C)/No error (D)

His parents does not (A)/approve of (B)/his business. (C)/No error (D)]

The college library is (A)/not only equipped with (B)/very good books but also with the latest journals. (C)/No error (D)

The lovers walked (A)/besides each other (B)/in silence. (C)/No error (D)]

Men are wanted (A)/for the army, (B)/and the navy, and the air force. (C)/No error (D)

Their opinion of (A)/the President would not effect (B)/his popularity in the country. (C)/No error (D)

The chairmen of all (A)/public sector banks met senior RBI officials to give its (B)/suggestions regarding implementation of the
new policy. (C)/No error (D)]

On the busy National Highway 40 (A)/we witnessed a collusion (B)/between a truck and a bus. (C)/No error (D)

It is the duty of every citizen to do his utmost (A)/to defend the hardly-won (B)/freedom of the country. (C)/No error (D)

We discussed about the problem so thoroughly (A)/on the eve of the examination (B)/that I found it very easy to solve. (C)/No
error (D)]

An Indian ship (A)/laden with merchandise (B)/got drowned in the Pacific Ocean. (C)/No error (D)
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I sleep (A)/rather late (B)/last night. (C)/No error (D)]

The more contented we are (A)/with what we already have (B)/the happy we will be. (C)/No error (D)
The car plunged in (A)/an extremely deep valley (B)/and burst into flames. (C)/No error (D)

Any one of these two students (A)/can be sent to participate (B)/in the drawing competition. (C)/No error (D)
She neither has visit (A)/not will visit (B)/her family anytime soon. (C)/No error (D)

This practice does not confirm (A)/to the rules (B)/laid down by the committee. (C)/No error (D)

The engineer, (A)/in collusion with the contractor. (B)/cheated the Government of a lot of money. (C)/No error (D)
The mobile phone has (A)/become a necessity (B)/rather than luxury. (C)/No error (D)

People who are (A)/computer illiterate (B)/are often considered illiterate. (C)/No error (D)

Each painter was to draw a picture (A)/as realistic as possible; (B)/one of them draws a rose. (C)/No error (D)
The unemployment problem (A)/keep raising its ugly head (B)/the world over. (C)/No error (D)

I have read (A)/an interesting book (B)/yesterday. (C)/No error (D)

Cricket and Bollywood (A)/gets a lot of (B)/attention from the Indian media. (C)/No error (D)

The uniform (A)/of St. Martin’s School (B)/is blue colour. (C)/No error (D)

A simple sentence, also called an independent clause (A)/contains a subject and a verb, (B)/and it expresses a complete thought.
(C)/No error (D)

The teacher told that (A)/I should improve (B)/my hand-writing and spelling. (C)/No error (D)
You do not know (A)/of him (B)/leaving the town. (C)/No error (D)
Janu has lots of friends (A)/beside her roommate (B)/in the hotel. (C)/No error (D)
The number of people (A)/which asked for the discount was low (B)/but grew during the summer period. (C)/No error (D)
Having deprived of their houses (A)/in the recent earthquake (B)/they had no other option but to take shelter in a school. (C)/No error (D)
He (A)/is addicted (B)/with smoking. (C)/No error (D)
Entering the hotel (A)/he ordered for (B)/a drink and a sumptuous dinner. (C)/No error (D)
He is (A)/your brother (B)/isn’t it? (C)/No error (D)]
I have (A)/known him (B)/since two years. (C)/No error (D)
[SSC (10+2 Level) Exam 2013]

The police is investigating (A)/for the recent (B)/happening in the area. (C)/No error (D)

The redevelopment project is aimed (A)/not just providing good houses to shanty dwellers, (B)/but also developing infrastructure
around the major Mumbai localities. (C)/No error (D)

Unless he apologizes (A)/he should not be (B)/allowed to stay with us. (C)/No error (D)
I met the gent man (A)/today morning on my way (B)/to the market. (C)/No error (D)
She regards (A)/negotiating prices with (B)/customers as her special expertise. (C)/No error (D)

[SSC FCI (Asst. Gr-11TI) Exam 2015]

My sister and myself (A)/are pleased (B)/to accept your invitation to dinner. (C)/No error (D)
Mahatma Gandhi is called (A)/as the Father (B)/of our nation. (C)/No error (D)

The thief escaped (A)/before (B)/I opened the door. (C)/No error (D)

A Commission has been appointed (A)/to investigate (B)/into this scandal. (C)/No error (D)

UPSC EXAMINATIONS

Directions: In this section, a number of sentences are given. The sentences are underlined in three separate parts and each one
is labeled (A), (B), and (C). Read each sentence to find out whether there is an error in any underlined part. No sentence
has more than one error. When you find an error in any one of the underlined part (A), (B) or (C), indicate your response
on the Answer Sheet at the appropriate space. You may feel that there is no error in a sentence. In that case letter * (D) will
signify a “No error’ response. [NDA & NA Exam 2015]
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. (A) Unless you stop to make noise at once

(B) I will have no option but to

(C) bring the matter to the attention of the police.

(D) No error

(A) He couldn’t but help
(B) shed tears at the plight of the villagers

(C) rendered homeless by a devastating cyclone.

(D) No error

Spotting the Errors

(A) Since it was his first election campaign, the candidate was confused,

(B) none could clearly understand

(C) either the principles he stood for or the benefits he promised.

(D) No error

(A) It is an established fact that the transcendental American poets and philosophers,

(B) who lived in the latter half of the nineteenth century,

(C) were more influenced by Indian philosophy, in particular by Upanishadic philosophy.

(D) No error

. (A)No sooner did I open the door
(B) when the rain, heavy and stormy, rushed in

(C) making us shiver from head to foot.
(D) No error

(A) After opening the door

(C) next to the kitchen

. (A) When the dentist came in

(C) out of fear that I might lose my tooth

. (A) Emphasis on equality of life ensures

(C) of every individual

. (A) The students were

(C) the arrival of the chief guest

(A) You will come

(C)isn’tit?

(A) Having read a number of stories
(C) his dream now is about to visit the moon
(A) The meeting adjourned abruptly
(C) about three hours of deliberation
(A) Not one of the hundreds

(C) were allowed to go near the factory
(A) If I had known

(C) I will have helped him

(A) Mr. Smith was accused for murder
(C) and acquitted him

(B) we entered into the room

(D) No error

(B) my tooth was stopped aching
(D) No error

(B) for the health and happiness
(D) No error

(B) awaiting for

(D) No error

(B) to my party tomorrow,

(D) No error

(B) about space travel

(D) No error

(B) by the Chairman after

(D) No error

(B) of striking workers

(D) No error

(B) this earlier,

(D) No error

(B) but the court found him not guilty
(D) No error

m 237

[CDS Exam 2015]

The reason for (A)/his failure is because (B)/he did not work hard. (C) No error (D)

Food as well as water (A)/is necessary (B)/for life. (C) No error (D)

India is larger than (A)/any democracies (B)/in the world. (C) No error (D)

The Judge heard the arguments (A)/of the lawyers and found (B)/that the boy was innocent. (C) No error (D)

I have lived (A)/in Delhi (B)/from 1965. (C) No error (D)

All scientists agree (A)/that there should be (B)/a total ban on nuclear explosions. (C) No error (D)
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22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

36.
37.

38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

Such books (A)/which you read (B)/are not worth reading. (C) No error (D)

Tagore was (A)/one of the greatest poet (B)/that ever lived. (C) No error (D)

You may please (A)/apply for an advance of salary (B)/to cover costs of transport. (C) No error (D)
The taxi that will take the family to Haridwar (A)/had to be ready (B)/at six the next morning. (C) No error (D)
Employees are expected to (A)/adhere the rules (B)/laid down by the management. (C) No error (D)
The owner of the horse (A)/greedily ask (B)/too high a price. (C) No error (D)

I convinced (A)/him to (B)/see the play. (C) No error (D)

Some man (A)/are born (B)/great. (C) No error (D)

‘We must sympathise (A)/for others (B)/in their troubles. (C) No error (D)

My detailed statement (A)/is respectively (B)/submitted. (C) No error (D)

I am waiting (A)/for my friend (B)/since this morning. (C) No error (D)

He is representing (A)/my constituency (B)/for the last five years. (C) No error (D)

If he hears (A)/of your conduct (B)/he is to be unhappy. (C) No error (D)

No sooner he appeared (A)/on the stage than the people (B)/began to cheer loudly. (C) No error (D)

[NDA & NA Exam 2014]
It was nearly thirty years ago, (A)/since this magazine (B)/was first published. (C)/No error (D)

Ten years ago he was having an income (A)/of over ten thousand rupees a month; (B)/he must indeed be a wealthy man by now.
(C)/No error (D)

In spite of the fact (A)/that the meeting was about to end (B)/he insisted to ask several questions. (C)/No error (D)
Hardly had he entered into the room (A)/and taken seat (B)/when the girls began to giggle. (C)/No error (D).

I was disappointed (A)/when I came for seeing you last evening (B)/but could not find you at home. (C)/No error (D)

The number of jobs (A)/that would be satisfactory in all respects (B)/are small. (C)/No error (D)

I have found the man (A)/whom I know (B)/is the thief. (C)/No error (D)

There is no reason (A)/why he should not come (B)/since he is in town and is free. (C)/No error (D)

It is high time (A)/we cried a halt to the existing corrupt practices (B)/followed in the education sphere. (C)/No error (D)
The situation is perilous (A)/but if we are prepared promptly to act, (B)/there is still one chance of escape. (C)/No error (D)

[CDS Exam 2014]

(A) He asked her that (B) whether she knew

(C) what had happened last week when she was on leave (D) No error

(A) Until you do not go to the station (B) to receive him

(C) I can hardly feel at ease (D) No error

(A) 1 did not know where they were going (B) nor could I understand
(C) why had they left so soon (D) No error

(A) The distinguished visitor said that he had great pleasure to be with us for some time

(B) and that the pleasure was all the greater

(C) because his visit afforded him an opportunity to study the working of an institution of such eminence as ours.
(D) No error

(A) Please convey (B) my best wishes

(C) back to your parents (D) No error

(A) The call of the seas (B) have always

(C) found an echo in me (D) No error

(A) Hardly I had left home for Bombay (B) when my son who is settled in Calcutta arrived
(C) without any prior information (D) No error

(A) Now it can be easily said (B) that the population of this city is grater

(C) than any other city in India (D) No error



54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

(A) It is difficult to explain

(C) from the Congress in 1940

(A) The boss reminded them of the old saying

(C) and told them that they had better be honest in their work
(A) “Gulliver’s Travels” are

(C) that I have ever read

(A) The teenager reassured his father at the station

(C) I will, pull on very nicely at the hostel”

(A) The way he’s behaving

(C) I'm afraid

(A) Most of the developing countries find it

(C) created by the sudden impact of technological progress
(A) People blamed him

(C) a coward person
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(B) why did Rajagopalachari resigned
(D) No error

(B) that honesty was the best policy

(D) No error

(B) the most fascinating adventure story
(D) No error

(B) “Don’t worry, dad’

(D) No error

(B) he’ll soon spill the beans,

(D) No error

(B) difficult to cope up with the problems
(D) No error

(B) for being

(D) No error

(A) We swam up to the drowning man, caught hold of his clothes

(B) before he could go down again

(C) and pulled him out, safe to the shore.
(D) No error

(A) Menna was so tired

(C) talk to the guests for a few minutes
(A) If I was knowing

(C) I would have informed you

(A)He goes

(C) by foot

(A) The hundred-rupees notes

(B) that she could not hardly
(D) No error

(B) why he was absent

(D) No error

(B) to office

(D) No error

(B) that he gave them for the goods bought from them looked genuine but later reliably learnt that

(C) the notes were all counterfeit.
(D) No error

(A) Arun explained me his problem
(C) to help him

(A) My father knows

(C) working at BHEL

(A) Neroli oil is an essential oil
(C) the flowers of orange trees
(A) Neurotoxin attacks

(C) and damage it

(A) I went to see

(C) in last summer

(A) All his children

(C) at least one foreign language
(A) We don’t

(C) in his presence

(A) Who

(C) that did it?

(A) He didn’t know

(C) himself

[SCRA Exam 2014]

(B) and he asked me

(D) No error

(B) the most of the engineers
(D) No error

(B) obtained from

(D) No error

(B) the nervous system

(D) No error

(B) the coal mines in Asansol
(D) No error

(B) are knowing

(D) No error

(B) discuss about the case
(D) No error

(B) do you think

(D) No error

(B) whether he will enjoy
(D) No error
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75

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

(A) What are

(C) by watching him?

(A) I was filled

(C) by watching him

(A) He has

(C) in breakfast

(A) You had better worked
(C) want to get a promotion
(A)Man

(C) by bread alone

(A) The President reached back
(C) after a visit to the southern states

(A)Itis a fact

(C) of the diet of our people
(A) He did not observe carefully
(C) in front of him

(A) Most of the residents
(C) when it was collapsed
(A) There is

(C) at St. Paul’s tomorrow
(A) Egyptian cotton

(C) than Indian

(A) Your shirt

(C) Where you bought it?
(A) A miser man

(C) even on food

(A) I have sent you

(C) last month

(A) All

(C) is not gold

(A) The administrator is entrusted the responsibility
(B) of the overall management of an industry

(B) their reasons
(D) No error

(B) with admiration
(D) No error

(B) only coffee

(D) No error

(B) harder if you
(D) No error

(B) does not live
(D) No error

[Engg. Services Exam (ESE GAT), 2014]

(B) this morning

(D) No error

(B) that cereals constitute major part
(D) No error

(B) that what was

(D) No error

(B) were inside the building
(D) No error

(B) aservice

(D) No error

(B) is superior

(D) No error

(B) looks so good.

(D) No error

(B) spends very little

(D) No error

(B) a letter

(D) No error

(B) the glitters

(D) No error

(C) while the technical personnel remain advisers to the administration.

(D) No error

(A) Does it matters
(C) as long as it catches mice?

(A) My friend

(C) with a view to pass the examination

(A) We

(C) after the dinner

(A) He looked up

(C) with keen interest

(A) He did precious little

(C) in a way of financial support
(A) Mother was

(C) out of the window

(B) whether a cat is white or black
(D) No error

(B) worked hard
(D) No error

(B) shall see him
(D) No error

(B) into the matter
(D) No error

(B) for me

(D) No error

(B) looking

(D) No error



97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

108.

109.

110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.

121.
122.

123.
124.

(A) This variety of cloth is
(C) in the shop

(A) He went to the house
(C) followed with him

(A) My oldest son
(C) from the U.S.A. this month

(A) Suppose if you were left alone
(¢) what would you do?

(A) He wondered that

(C) who had vowed to see him dislodged from power
(A) The nation should be greatful

(C) for protecting them

(A)I do not know

(C) to solve the problem

(A) For so many years

(C) to go to bed at 10 PM daily
(A) He took

(C) his father

(A) His honesty

(C) called to question

(A)1see her

(c) but not very often between

(A) The chancellor
(C) on both occasions

(A) The deliberations by
(C) are completely confidential
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(B) superior than any other
(D) No error

(B)and I
(D) No error
(B) is coming back
(D) No error
[NDA & NA Exam 2013]
(B) to live on a desert island,
(D) No error

(B) what would be the next move of his opponents
(D) No error

(B) to the armed forces
(D) No error

(B) what is he doing
(D) No error

(B) it is almost his habit
(D) No error

(B) down after
(D) No error

(B) has never been
(D) No error

(B) most weekends
(D) No error

(B) was present
(D) No error

(B) the committee
(D) No error

[CDS Exam 2013]

I should do (A)/the same (B)/if were in your place. (C)/No error (D)

He has been suffering (A)/with fever (B)/for the last six weeks. (C)/No error (D)

The examination beings (A)/from Monday (B)/next week. (C)/No error (D)

My father says (A)/that one should always be sincere (B)/to his duties. (C)/No error (D)
There has been (A)/a number of railway accidents (B)/during the last month. (C)/No error (D)

In spite of all efforts to eradicate malaria, (A)/it still prevalent (B)/in many parts of India. (C)/No error (D)
It is only three days ago (A)/that (B)/he has arrived. (C)/No error (D)

He has lost (A)/all what (B)/I gave him. (C)/No error (D)

I have (A)/no news from him (B)/for a long time. (C)/No error (D)
Mahatma Gandhi’s entire life (A)/was an unrelenting experiment (B)/on truth. (C)/No error (D)

As the thieves ran out of the bank (A)/they got into the getaway car (B)/which was waiting with its engine running. (C)/No error

(D)

He denied that he had not stolen my purse (A)/though I was quite sure (B)/that he had. (C)/No error (D)
The media of films has been accepted by all (A)/as the most powerful force (B)/that influences the younger generation. (C)/No

error (D)

The French Embassy employs him (A)/regularly (B)/as he knows to speak French. (C)/No error (D)

How is it that neither your friend Mahesh (A)/nor his brother Ramesh (B)/have protested against this injustice? (C)/No error (D)
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Directions:

(i) In this section, a number of sentences are given. The sentences are underlined in three separate parts and each one is labeled
(A), (B) and (C). Read each sentence to find out whether there is an error in any underlined part No sentence has more than one
error. When you find an error in anyone of the underlined parts (A), (B), and (C), indicate your responses on the Answer Sheet at
appropriate space. You may feel that there is not error in a sentence. In that case, (D) will signify a ‘No error’ response.

(i1) Errors may be in grammar, word usage or idioms. There may be a word missing or there may be a word which should be removed.
(iii) You are not required to correct the error. You are required only to indicate your response on the Answer Sheet.

125. (A) None of the applicants have turned up
(C) on time
126. (A)Her mother did not reply
(C) why was she weeping
127. (A) The oxygen content of Mars is not
(C) as we know it
128. (A)He told his friends that
(C) should be able to carry out the orders one self
129. (A)If the police would have arrived
(C) the riot would not have occurred
130. (A) When I asked the driver
(C) he had been reluctant
131. (A) Children often
(C) petty issues

132. (A)One day young Edison at the risk of his own life

(B) rescued the infant son of a station-master
(C) from almost under the wheels of a goods train.
(D) No error

133. (A) Taking down my shoes

(B) I would wade into the muddy water up to my knees
(C) and pluck the water lilies floating on the surface.

(D) No error

134. (A)I think
(C) incompetent

B-SCHOOL ADMISSION EXAMINATIONS

[SCRA Exam 2013]
(B) for the interview
(D) No error
(B) when I asked her
(D) No error
(B) sufficient enough to support life
(D) No error
(B) each of them
(D) No error
(B) on time
(D) No error
(B) to come with me to the temple
(D) No error
(B) quarrel on
(D) No error

(B) every one of these men are
(D) No error

Directions: In these following questions of sentence has been divided into four parts— (A), (B), (C) and (D). Out of these

one part contains an error.

[CMAT Exam 2014]

1. Unfortunately many (A)/of our towns (B)/and cities do not (C)/have more good (D)/transportation system.
2. We should make (A)/school education (B)/to be free of cost (C)/to girls (D).

3. Itrust you will (A)/show forbearance to me (B)/a few minutes more (C)/so that I can finish this work (D).

4. (A) In the past, behind the immediate popularity
(B) of the phonograph is the entire electric
(C) implosion that gave such new stress and

[MAT, 2012]

(D) importance to actual speech rhythms in music, poetry, and dance alike.

5. (A) Science really begins when general principles
(B) have to be put to the test of fact
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(C) and when practical problems and theoretical relations
(D) of relevant factors is used to manipulate reality in human action.

6. (A) Ifall cells are conceived primarily as a receptacles
(B) of the same genetic formula — not only all
(C) the individuals, but all the cells of
(D) the same individuals — what are they but the cancerous extension of this base formula?

7. (A) As she said this she looked down at her hands,
(B) and was surprising to see that
(C) she had put on one of the rabbit’s little white
(D) kid gloves while she was talking.

8. (A) The power of displaying the grandeur of his patroness
(B) to his wondering visitors and of letting it see her civility towards himself and his wife,
(C) was exactly what he had wished for and that an opportunity of doing it should be given so soon,
(D) was such an instance of Lady Catherine’s condescension, as he knew not how to admire enough.

9. (A) While they were dressing,
(B) he came two or three time to their different doors,
(C) to recommend their being quick,
(D) as the manager was very much objecting to be kept waiting for his dinner.

MISCELLANEOUS EXAMINATIONS

Directions: In the following questions, a sentence is marked in three parts indicated by (A), (bB), (C). Read the sentence
to find whether there is an error in any part of it. When you find an error in any one of the parts (A), (B), or (C), select that
part as your answer. If you do not find any error in a sentence, in that case (D) will signify a ‘“No error’” response. Error
may be in grammar, word usage or idioms. There may be a word missing or there may be a word which should be removed.
[DMRC JE(Mechanical) Exam 2016]
1. Put out (A)/the fire (B)/quickly. (C)/No error (D)
2. Afight (A)/took place (B)/on the board of the ship. (C)/No error (D)
3. Arun was leading (A)/a happy and leisurely life (B)/after his retirement from his service. (C)/No error (D)
Directions: In the following questions, a group of sentences about a single topic are given. One of more of the sentences(s)
is/are grammatically incorrect. You have to identify the incorrect sentences(s). [LIC ADO Exam 2015]
4. The shepherd counted (A)/his sheep and found (B)/that one of (C)/them is missing. (D)/No error (E)
The teacher were (A)/impressed by her performance (B)/and asked her to (C)/participate in the competition. (D)/No error (E)
She asked her (A)/son for help her (B)/find a place to bury (C)/the gold ornaments. (D)/No error (E)
The sculptor was (A)/asked to carve a (B)/stature of the queen, (C)/sitting in her garden. (D)/No error. (E)
The story was (A)/about how an (B)/intelligent man had saving (C)/himself from being robbed. (D)/No error (E)
One of the best way (A)/of improving (B)/your English is to (C)/read the language. (D)/No error (E)
10. I was halting (A)/at the station for (B)/the train to arrive when (C)/suddenly there was a loud noise. (D)/No error (E)
11. Ireached (A)/lately for the meeting (B)/as I got (C)/stuck in traffic. (D)/No error (E)
12. Unless you (A)/work hard you (B)/will not achieve (C)/success in life. (D)/No error (E)
13. The labourers working at (A)/the construction site were (B)/very tiring and (C)/wanted to rest. (D)/No error (E)

[NIAC (New India Assurance Company) AAO Exam 2015]

14. Since they lived so far from (A)/the village school, he saved and saved (B)/to buy a cycle for his son and daughter so that they (C)/
could easy travel and never miss school. (D)/No error (E)

I

15. Though she did not have much money (A)/to building a well, many villagers supported (B)/her efforts and donated their time (C)/
and whatever materials they could afford. (D)/No error (E)

16. Many passengers who did not have (A)/a reserved birth, begged the ticket collector (B)/to accommodate them but it was impossible
(C)/for him to grant at their request. (D)/No error (E)
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17.
18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Mediclaim policies usually (A)/reimburse certain (B)/medical expenses and (C)/not the out-of-pocket expenses. (D)/No error (E)

In these hilly regions they (A)/is very difficult to reach (B)/the bus stand or the station especially when (C)/it starts raining heavily.
(D)/No error (E)

The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) base (A)/inflation is on a decline (B)/, dropped to zero level, (C)/the lowest in about five years.
(D)/No error (E)

Buoyed by strong sales momentum by its car, (A)/the production was ramped up (B)/within few months and the plant has (C)/been
running on two-shift operations since 2014. (D)/No error (E)

The electronic company will decide during (A)/the next business year from April on (B)/where to build an additional memory chip
plant and (C)/will considered overseas locations of the facility. (D)/No error (E)

Under the proposal expansion of the project, (A)/states will be able to generate (B)/and digitize their own data (C)/without waiting
for central help. (D) No error (E)

A Chinese city is (A)/attempt to force its eight million resident (B)/to memorise and recite (C)/a series of socialist values. (D)/No
error (E)

Our investigative visits to rural India (1)/was dives into the darkness that contain (B)/the mass of the iceberg of which (C)/the
complaints coming to us were only the tip. (D)/No error (E)

So it comes as something of a shock when (A)/you look at the actual record and discover that growth and job creation (B)/have
substantial faster during present President (C)/than they were during the experiment. (D)/No error (E)

Children’s lives even in rural areas (1)/now revolve around television (B)/and various activities (C)/on the mobile phone. (D)/No
error (E)

None of our programmes has ever (A)/seriously tried to achieve a clear and convincing (B)/enough understand to what one tries
(C)/to achieve through education. (D)/No error (E)

The law commission which has gone (A)/into the issue more than once, (B)/has printed out that the judiciary alone is not blame
for delays, (C)/as the fault equally lies with tardy investigators and prosecutors. (D)/No error (E)

Directions: In the following questions, a group of sentences about a single topic are given. One of more of the sentences(s)
is/are grammatically incorrect. You have to identify the incorrect sentences(s). [NLU, Delhi Exam 2013]

29.

30.

31.

32.

I. It began with acquisition in information technology and related services sector.
II.  In pharmaceuticals, Wockhardt has bought C.P. Pharma of the United Kingdom for $ 10.85 million.
[II. Tata Tea has taken over Tetley of the UK, the world’s biggest tea bag maker, for $ 430 million.
IV.  With the processes, it has become the world’s second largest tea company.
(A) Iland IV (B) IVonly
(C) 1andIII (D) LIMandIV

1. There are two main reasons for that predatory mood.
II. Having established a domestic presence, the component makers are now looking for an international presence.
III. Second, having improved their productivity, quality and reliability. Indian companies feel more confident about spreading
their wings abroad.
IV. Various, other factors are being attributed to this Indian penchant for the takeover game in all sectors.
(A) lonly (B) TandlIl
(C) I only (D) MIand IV

1. Moving one by one step away from the expected with the graphics and photography can also create reader’s interest.
II.  Try using a conceptual image or photo to highlight your main message versus very first thing to come to mind when thinking
about your product or services.
III.  Another form of contrast is in the actual design.
IV.  An unusual fold in a brochure or direct mail piece can add excitement.
(A) TandII (B) IlandIII
(C) TandIV (D) No error
1. The typeface that you choose for your print project is an important piece of the foremost overall design process.
II.  First, narrow down your choice by selecting the tone you want to preset.
III. Typefaces can convey personality.



33.
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IV. For instance, if you are in the banking industry you might choose a classic serif font, such as Garamond, to convey
dependability.
(A) Tonly (B) M only
(C) UI only (D) IV only
I. Readability is crucial.
II.  Be sure of the font we choose is legible and logical.
III. With all of the newest and interesting typefaces available today, it is tempting to pick one that you think looks “cool”.
IV. This can work if you are going for an edgy look that will appeal to a young audience, but your copy still needs to be easily

understood.
(A) TandIV (B) IIonly
(C) III only (D) IlandIII

Directions: Read each sentence to find out whether there is any grammatical error or idiomatic error in it. The error, if any,
will be in one part of the sentence. The number of that part is the answer. If there is ‘No error’ the answer is (E). (Ignore
errors of punctuation if any) [Hotel Management Exam 2011]

34.

35.

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.

To make the company commercially viable (A)/there is an urgent need to prune the staff strength (B)/and borrow money from the
financial institutions (C)/recommended by the consultant. (D)/No error (E)

Some molecules contain two or more atoms of the same kind. (A)/A molecule of water, for example, (B)/is make up two atoms of
the hydrogen (C)/and one of oxygen. (D)/No error (E)

Both teams played well, (A)/but India’s performance (B)/was best when compared (C)/with the West Indies. (D)/No error (E)
You will often find that (A)/when you take your car (B)/to Connaught Place (C)/you has a parking problem. (D)/No error (E)
He wanted to work all right (A)/but we saw that he was completely worn (B)/and so we persuaded him to stop. (C)/No error (D)
It is time (A)/we did something (B)/to stop road accidents. (C)/No error (D)

At present juncture, (A)/however, the supercomputer (B)/would be a costly toy. (C)/No error (D)

The need to set up a good library in the locality (A)/has been in the minds of people (B)/for sometimes now. (C)/No error (D)
The interviewer asked me (A)/if I knew that (B)/Kalidas was the greater than any other poet. (C)/No error (D)

The invigilator asked him (A)/to me that the visits they made to the island (B)/were not very frequent. (C)/No error (D)

Another advantage (A)/is that technology (B)/can be quickly/adapted to the client’s needs. (C)/No error (D)

It freed me to enter (A)/one of the most (B)/creatively (C)/periods of my life. (D)/No error (E)

About 4,500 private (A)/and 2,000 government hospitals (B)/are empanelled (C)/under the scheme. (D)/No error (E)
More often (A)/then (B)/not we feel concerned (C)/with the development around us. (D)/No error (E)

Software (A)/makers in India are facing (B)/a huge (C)/pressure. (D)/No error (E)

All companies must (A)/send its annual report to (B)/its sharcholders twenty-one days (C)/before the Annual General Body
Meeting. (D)/No error (E)

To be an effective manager (A)/it is vital to (B)/know the goals and vision of your organisation. (C)/No error (D)

His aim is (A)/provided cheap and (B)/reliable internet facilities (C)/to every village within five years. (D)/No error (E)

Bank notes have (A)/many special features so (B)/that bank staff can (C)/easier identify fake notes. (D)/No error (E)
According to the Census Bureau, (A)/India will have (B)/a more population (C)/than China by 2025 (D)/No error (E)

The state government has (A)/issued licenses to farmers (B)/allowing them to sell (C)/its vegetables to hotels. (D)/No error (E)
Many people decide (A)/not to buy a car (B)/last Diwali because of (C)/the high price of petrol last year. (D)/No error (E)

We plan to (A)/sell part of our (B)/business therefore we have (C)/to repay a loan. (D)/No error (E)

The Reserve Bank of India is (A)/the only central bank in (B)/Asia which have (C)/raised interest rates in September. (D)/No error (E)

Under this scheme, (A)/insurance companies will reimburse (B)/any expenditure on medicines (C)/if you submitting the original
bills. (D)/No error (E)
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Sentence Improvement

In certain competitive examinations, some questions are given to improve the sentences and its
grammatical structure, using the responses given under each sentence. In this chapter, we will discuss
how to improve sentence constructions using certain grammatical rules.

FORMAT OF THE QUESTIONS

SET-I

In the following questions each sentence is given three possible solutions for the bold part. If one of
them (a), (b) or (c)—fits better than the bold part, indicate your response on the answer sheet against
the corresponding alphabet (a), (b) or (c). If none of the substitutions improve the sentence, indicate,
as your response on the answer sheet (d) that is ““no improvement” or ““no correction required”’.

1. But man very soon found that it was much better to divide the work among themselves so that one had built
houses, another made chairs and tables, and yet another grew corn.

(a) some people built houses (b) some people built a house
(c) one built houses (d) no improvement
2. Ahundred rupee are all that he wants.
(a) were (b) was (c)is (d) no improvement
3. | had hardly reached there when he arrived.
(a) Hardly had 1 (b) Hardly I had (c) I have hardly (d) no improvement
4. Today we are most concerned about the life of our civilisation in the face of the nuclear war threat.
(a) prolongation (b) existence (c) survival (d) no improvement
5. One cannot be indifferent to ones’ health, can’t one ?
(@) can’t be (b) can one (c)isn’tit (d) no improvement
Answers

1) 2.() 3. 4() 5. (b

SET-11

Each sentence below is partly or wholly italicised. In some cases the italicised part is correct and in others
incorrect. Under each sentence are four alternatives marked (a), (b), (c) and (d), which represent various
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ways of writing the italicised part and improving it. The choice (a) in each case is the same as the italicised
part but choices (b), (c) and (d) are different. If in your judgement the original sentence is the best select (a)
as your answer. If another option forms a better/more correct sentence, select the option as your answer:

1. Such of Mulk Raj Anand’s novels as was humorous were successful.
(a) as was humorous were successful (b) as were humorous were successful
(c) Mulk Raj Anand’s novels were successful and humorous (d) those were humorous were successful
2. The public demanded that the corrupt officials be persecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
(a) persecuted to the fullest extent (b) persecuted to the fullest extend
(c) prosecuted to the fullest extent (d) persecuted according to
3. She never has and she never will keep her promise.
(@) She never has and she never will (b) She has not ever and she will
(c) She never has kept and she never will (d) She can never and she never do so
4. | am not certain in respect of which courses to take.
(a) in respect to which courses (b) about which courses
(c) as to the choosing of courses (d) regarding to those courses
5. I’ve met two women, whom, | believe, were hospital nurses.
(@) whom, I believe (b) who, I believe
(c) each, I believe (d) whom, I am sure
Answers
1. (b) Choice (a) is wrong because the plural verb (were) is necessary. The subject ‘as’ acts as a relative

pronoun whose antecedent is the plural noun ‘novels’. Choice (b) is, therefore, correct.

. (c) “Persecuted’ means ‘pursue with enemity and injury” Choice (c) uses the word ‘prosecuted’ which means

to institute legal proceedings against or with reference to.

(c) The word ‘kept” must be included since the second part of the sentence uses another form of the verb
(keep).

(b) “In respect of which’ should be replaced with ‘about which’ to make the sentence correct.

(b) “Who’ should replace ‘whom’ as the subject of the subordinate clause (‘who’ were hospital nurses).

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING

WORKOUT |

In each of the statements below, a part of the sentence is highlighted. Out of the four options which
follow, choose the one which best replaces the highlighted phrase.

Note: This section tests the candidates ability to recognize correct and write effective expressions.
Follow the requirements of standard written English: grammar, choice of words, and sentence
construction. Choose the answer that gives the clearest, most exact sentence, but do not change the
meaning of the original sentence.

1.

Such people never have and never will be trusted.

() never have and never will be trust

(b) never have and will be trusted

(c) never have been trusted and never will be trusted

(d) never have had anyone trust them and never will have anyone

At the end of the play about women’s liberation, the leading lady cautioned the audience not to judge
womanhood by the way she dresses.

(@) shedresses (b) shedressed  (c) itdresses (d) they dressed
As no one knows the truth as fully as him, no one but him can provide the testimony.
(@) as fully as his, no one but him (b) as fully as he, no one but him

(c) as fully as he does, not one but he (d) as fully as he does, no one but be alone



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Sentence Improvement

The use of radar as well as two-way radio paging make it possible for state police to intercept most speeders.

(a) make it possible
(c) allows the possibility

(b) makes it possible
(d) makes possible

No sooner had he entered the room when the lights went out and everybody began to scream.

(a) when the lights went out
(c) and the lights went out

(a) alarmed report
(c) reported alarm

(b) than the lights went out
(d) then the lights went out

. The alarming report of the building collapse had everyone spellbound.

(b) reporting alarm
(d) no improvement

Yogic exercise seem to be help the urban population deal effectively with stress.

(a) seems to be helpful
(c) seems to help

(b) seems to be helped
(d) no improvement

The pedestrians must have to be very cautious while crossing the road.

(a) must had been
(c) are required to be

(b) ought be
(d) no improvement

I am sure that he has recovered from his illness and he will accompany us to the picnic spot.

(a) and he will company
(c) but he will accompany

They feel very proudly that their team had won the match.

(a) feels very proudly
(c) felt very proud

Your good gesture will highly appreciate.
(a) will highly appreciated
(c) will be highly appreciated

(b) and that he will accompany
(d) no improvement

(b) felt very pride
(d) no improvement

(b) will be highly appreciative
(d) no improvement

Speculations and hypothesizing are the most essential and well-known aspects of inventions.

(a) Hypothesized
(c) hypothesis

(b) hypothesizing needs
(d) no improvement

Increased productivity necessary reflects greater efforts made by the employees.

(a) Increas productivity necessarily
(c) Increased productivity necessarily

The small child does whatever his father was done.
(a) was done
(c) had done

The moment they saw me, they were delight.
(a) was delight
(c) are delighted

(b) Increased productivity is necessary
(d) no improvement

(b) did
(d) no improvement

(b) were delighted
(d) no improvement

If he has to spend five hours in the queue, it was really a wastage.

(a) was real a wastage
(c) is really a wastage

You can always dependent on them.
(a) depend on them

(c) depend them

Why did you not threw the bag away ?
(a) did you threw

(c) did you not throw

They are not beware of all the facts.
(@) are not beware

(c) are notto be aware

(b) is real a wastage
(d) no improvement

(b) be dependent with them
(d) no improvement

(b) had you not threw
(d) no improvement

(b) are not aware of
(d) no improvement

3.3
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Can you tell me why did you not speak the truth ?

(@ why did not you speak (b) that why did you not speak
(c) why you did not speak (d) no improvement

This is one of the most important inventions of this century.

(@) invention of this century (b) invention of these centuries
(c) inventions of centuries (d) no improvement

The player was asked that why he had not attended the prayer.

(a) that why he has not (b) that why had he not

(¢) why he had not (d) no improvement

He hesitated to listen to what his brother was saying.

(@) hesists to listened to (b) listened to hesitate

(c) hesitates to listening (d) no improvement

Though we have kept in mind to try and maintain most facilities, we would like to request you to kindly
bear with us in case of any inconvenience.

(@) had kept in mind to try and maintain (b) must keep in mind to try and maintain
(c) would keep in mind to try and maintain (d) no improvement

We met him immediately after the session in which he had been given a nice speech.

(@) has been given (b) would be giving

(c) had given (d) no improvement

The drama had many scenes which were so humorous that it was hardly possible to keep a straight face.
(@) hardly impossible to keep (b) hardly impossible keeping

(c) hardly impossible for keeping (d) no improvement

Acquisition of certain specific skills can be facilitated from general awareness, education and exposure to
novel situation.

(a) can be facilitate from (b) may facilitate through

(c) can be facilitated by (d) no improvement

The research study is an eye-opener and attempts to acquaint us with the problems of the poor nations.
(a) attempting to acquaint (b) attempts to acquainting

(c) attempted to acquaint (d) no improvement

If 1 would have realised the nature of the job earlier, | would not have accepted it.

(@ If I would (b) In case I would have

(c) Hadl (d) no improvement

The man who has committed such a serious crime must get the mostly severe punishment.

(a) got the mostly severely (b) get the most severe

(c) have got the most severely (d) no improvement

He confidently asked the crowd if they thought he was right and the crowd shouted that they did.
(a) that he did (b) that they had

(c) thatheis (d) no improvement

The moment the manager came to know of the fraudulent action of his assistant, he order immediately
dismissed him.

(@) order immediate dismissed him (b) ordered his immediate dismissal
(c) immediately order dismissal of his (d) no improvement

The tea estate is in such a mess there is no one to set things right.

(@) inamess there (b) in asuch mess that there

(c) insuch a mess that there (d) no correction required

Because of his ill health, the doctor has advised him not to refrain from smoking.
(@) not to refrained (b) to resort to
(c) torefrain (d) no improvement
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What happens to all those travellers on the ship was not known.

(a) What happen to (b) That is what happens to

(c) What happened to (d) no improvement

Despite of their differences on matters of principles, they all agree on the demand of hike in salary.
(a) Despite of there (b) Despite for their

(c) Despite their (d) no improvement

The orator had been left the auditorium before the audience stood up.

(a) had been left (b) was left

(c) had left (d) no improvement

It is unanimously resolved that the parties should unitedly undertook launching of popular programmes.
(a) should be unitedly undertook (b) should be unitedly undertaken
(c) should unitedly undertake (d) no correction required

One of my drawbacks is that | did not have tolerance of ambiguity.

(a) did not had (b) do not have

(c) amnot (d) no improvement

Their earnings are such that they find it difficult to make both ends to meet.

(a) to make both end to meet (b) to make both ends for meeting
(c) to make both ends meet (d) no correction required

If neither of them are to be trusted it is not at all advisable to invest further.

(a) were to be trusted (b) has to be trusted

(c) is to be trusted (d) no improvement

Don’t touch that door as it has just been painted.

(a) had just been painted (b) is just painted

(c) have been just painted (d) no improvement

The District Collector gave up the prizes to the winners at the end of the function.

(a) giveup (b) gave away

(c) gave back (d) no improvement

Let’s have a party some time the next week.

(a) sometime at next week (b) some time in the next week
(c) sometimes next week (d) no improvement

I have been telling her that she had better consulted a good doctor.

(a) consulting (b) consult

(c) been consulting (d) no improvement

One day you will repent over what you have done.

(@) of (b) for (c) about (d) no improvement

He would have lent me a pen, if he was knowing that | didn’t have one.

(a) was known (b) has been knowing

(c) had known (d) no improvement

The train was late for fifty minutes.

(a) from (b) by

(c) around (d) no improvement

Call in this evening, if you can, | have something important to discuss.

(a) Calledin (b) Call off

(c) Call for (d) no improvement

These days, it is difficult to make both ends meet.

(a) to have both ends meet (b) to make all ends meet

(c) to make the ends meet (d) no improvement

Before | could stop him, the boy was throwing the box down the stairs.

(a) were throwing (b) threw

(c) did throw (d) no improvement
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52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

My father is suffering from diabetes for the past three years.

(a) issuffer (b) has been suffering

(c) has suffered (d) no improvement

However, great you may be, you cannot trifle on a man’s feelings.

(a) trifle along (b) trifle upon

(c) trifle with (d) no improvement

She was more beautiful than either of her three sisters.

(a) either of her three sister (b) any of her three sisters

(c) all of her three sisters (d) no improvement

If I shall pass this examination, my mother will be very happy.

(a) shall passed (b) pass

(c) would pass (d) no improvement

Although India is still by far a poor country, it can become rich if its natural and human resources are fully utilised.
(a) by forth (b) by and large

(c) by and by (d) no improvement

The more they earn, more they spend.

(a) more they earned, more they spend (b) the more they earn, the more they spend
(c) more they earn, the more they spend (d) no improvement

But in all these cases conversion from one scale to another is easy because scales have well-formulated.
(a) have well-formulat (b) are well formulated

(c) well formulated (d) no improvement

Five-years ago today, | am sitting in a small Japanese car driving across Poland towards Berlin.
(&) amsat (b) sat

(c) was sitting (d) no improvement

The old man felled some trees in the garden with hardly no effort at all.

(a) hardly no efforts (b) hardly any effort

(c) ahardly any effort (d) no improvement

She says she’s already paid me back, but I can’t remember, so I’ll have to take her word.

(a) to takes her word (b) to take her at her word

(c) to take her word for it (d) no improvement

The workers are hell bent at getting what is due to them.

(a) hell bent through getting (b) hell bent for getting

(c) hell bent upon getting (d) no improvement

You are warned against committing the same mistake again.

(a) against not commiting (b) for committing

(c) against to commit (d) no improvement

While we would like that all Indian children to go to school, we need to ponder why they do not.
(a) that every Indian children (b) if all the children of India

(c) all Indian children (d) no improvement

Due to these reasons we are all in favour of universal compulsory education.

(a) Due to the reasons (b) for these reasons

(c) by these reasons (d) no improvement

When it was feared that the serfs may go too far to gain their freedom from serfdom, the Protestant leaders
joined the princes at crushing them.

(a) atcrush (b) in crushing

(c) without crushing (d) no improvement

In India today many of our intellectuals still talk in terms of the French revolution and the Rights of Man,
not appreciating that much has happened since then.

(a) much was happened (b) much had happened

(c) much might happen (d) no improvement
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68. Taxpayers are to be conscious of their privileges.
(a) haveto (b) needs
(c) ought (d) no improvement
69. | would have waited for you at the station if | knew that you would come.
(@ 1known (b) was knowing
(c) had known (d) no improvement
70. No one could explain how a calm and balanced person like him could penetrate such a mindless act on his
friends.
(a) penetrate (b) perpetrate
(c) precipitate (d) no improvement
71. The teacher told us that the prize would be presented the next day.
(a) would be presented the next day (b) would have been presented the next day
(c) shall be presented tomorrow (d) should be presented tomorrow
72. His speech was optimistic, but at the end of it he stroke a note of caution.
(a) strokes a note of caution (b) strut for a note of caution
(c) striked a note of caution (d) struck a note of caution
(e) no improvement
73. Men have been known how important the sun is to them.
(a) Men have been knowning (b) Men have to know long
(c) Men had long known (d) Men have long known
(e) no improvement
74. 1did not like his comments on my paper but | had no alternative as | have agreed to keep quiet.
(a) | have to agree to keep quiet (b) 1 had agreed to keep quiet
(c) 1 had agreed for keeping quiet (d) I have to agree for keeping quiet
(e) no improvement
75. Please give him mdicines if his temperature will rise.
(a) if his temperature will arise (b) if his temperature would rise
(c) if his temperature rises (d) unless his temperature rises
(e) no improvement
Answers

1.(c) 2(c) 3.0 4@® 5(@®) 6@ 7.0 8() 9@ 10.(c) 11.(c) 12 (d)
13.(c) 14.(c) 15.(b) 16.(c) 17.(a) 18.(c) 19.(b) 20.(c) 21.(d) 22.(c) 23.(d) 24.(d)
25.(c) 26.(d) 27.(a) 28.(d) 29.(c) 30.(b) 31.(d) 32.(b) 33.(c) 34(c) 35.(c) 36.(c)
37.(c) 38.(c) 39.(b) 40.(c) 41.(c) 42.(d) 43.(b) 44.(b) 45.(d) 46.(d) 47.(c) 48.(b)
49.(d) 50.(d) 51.(b) 52.(b) 53.(c) 54.(b) 55.(b) 56.(b) 57.(c) 58.(b) 59.(b) 60.(b)
61.(c) 62.(c) 63.(d) 64 (c) 65 (b) 66.(b) 67.(d) 68.(a) 69.(c) 70.(b) 71 (a) 72.(d)
73.(d) 74.(b) 75.(c)

WORKOUT 2

In the following questions, each sentence is given three possible alternatives for the bold part. If one of
them—(a), (b) or (c)—is better than the bold part, indicate your response on the answer sheet against
the corresponding alphabet (a), (b) or (c). If none of the substitutions improve the sentence, indicate (d)
as your response on the answer sheet. Thus, a “no improvement” or “no correction required” response
will be signified by the letter (d).

1.

Despite being tried his best to persuade people to give up smoking, he could not attain success.
(a) Despite his best trying (b) Despite of his best
(c) Inspite of being tried his best (d) Despite trying his best
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2. His suggestions were so trivial and hence nobody took any cognisance of them.

(@) so trivial that and have (b) very trivial and hence so
(c) too trivial to and hence (d) very trivial and hence
3. But for your time of helping, we could not have accomplished our goal in such a small time span.
(a) But for your timely help (b) Because of your timely helping
(c) Despite your time of helping (d) But your time for helping
4. He failed in his attempt to disperse the mob before the miscreants sets the fire on the bus.
(a) set the bus on fire (b) setting fire on the bus
(c) set fire on the bus (d) set the fire on to the bus
5. Even at most critical moments, he is calm, but today he appears very much disturbed.
(a) appeared very much disturb (b) appears very much to disturb
(c) appeared to be very much disturbing (d) No correction required
6. Their attempt of rioting was foiled because of the police squad arrived on time.
(@) of the police squad being arrived (b) of the timely arrival of the police squad
(c) the police squad arrival (d) of the police squad had arrived
7. How can one mobilize support from colleagues without being cordially to them?
(@) being cordially for (b) been cordially to
(c) being cordial to (d) cordially being to
8. For every citizen it is mandatory to help the civic administration for keep up the city clean.
(@) for upkeep clean the city (b) for clean and keep the city
(c) for keeping of the city cleanliness (d) to keep the city clean
9. Anyone who known to India’s villages knows the meaning of scarcity.
(@) knowing India’s villages knows (b) is known to India’s villages knows
(c) knows India’s villages knows (d) knew India’s villages knowing
10. In our country women have opportunities to rise to the top in every walk of life.
(@) have been having opportunities (b) have had opportunities for a raise
(c) have opportunities to rise (d) No correction is required
11. If Indian people are united, this nation can become a source of strength for the entire world.
(@) could become a resource of (b) can become resourceful for
(c) would be a source in (d) No correction required
12. All their efforts were direct to promote harmony among various groups of people.
(@) were directing to promote (b) were direct at promote
(c) have directed for promote (d) were directed to promoting
13. What did happen there in the first place is not a matter of our concern.
(@) What happens (b) What would have happened
(c) What happened (d) What should have happened
14. The speaker highlighted the contribution of women for bringing about social changes.
(@) for bringing in (b) in bringing of
(c) for the brought over (d) in bringing about
15. Such inequalities can be founded enshrined in the constitutions of other countries also.
(@) could have been founded (b) can be found
(c) could be founded (d) could have found
16. The local authorities were never bothering to enquire about the unfortunate happenings.
(@) were never hothered to (b) never bothered to
(c) never were bothering to (d) were never bothering to

17. India’s outlook on the word is composing of these various elements.
(a) is composed of (b) is composed by
(c) is composed with (d) has been composing at
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How religious intolerance can blight social peace and harmony can be gauged from events take place
around the globe.

(a) taken place over (b) taking place around

(c) took place around (d) taken place in

The fact-finding team which had been at the area found villagers giving information to the police.
(a) which had been for (b) that led to

(c) which led to (d) that had been to

The new facts he has discovered could not change my opinion.

(a) has not changed (b) could not be changed

(c) cannot be changed (d) No correction required

On firm ground the tent had held in place by pegs driven into the ground.

(a) has been held at (b) was held in

(c) was being held with (d) should be held at

In the midst of his laborious work, came a stroke of good fortune.

(a) comes a strike of (b) came stroke of

(c) astrike comes of (d) came a stroke for

Tourists have still come to Egypt and are probably still inscribing their names on the old stones.
(@) are still coming (b) have come still

(c) still have come (d) will have still come

There was a pause when we had finished and then a strangely subdued voice broke the silence.
(a) the strange subdueing (b) astrange subdueing

(c) the strange subdued (d) No correction required

I overheard him saying something to me when | was quit.

(a) was almost quit (b) was about to quit

(c) had about to quit (d) had been quitting

We had not only helped them with money but also with new machinery and raw material.

(a) not only helped them by (b) helped them not only with

(c) helped not only to them with (d) not only been helped them by
I was shocked to learn that no one was knowing where the files were kept.

(a) was known (b) knew

(c) had been known (d) had been knowing

All you really need is a mask, a tube, flippers and a spear gun.

(a) you really need are (b) your real need are

(c) you real need is (d) No correction required

Contrast, the construction of great temples, which had seemingly have presented great engineering
difficulties, was relatively easy.

(a) had seemingly presented (b) had been seemed present

(c) was seemingly presented (d) would seemingly have presented
Finishing his breakfast, he started working on the long pending problem.

(a) His breakfast finished (b) His breakfast having finished

(c) Having finished his breakfast (d) Finished his breakfast

One of the function of a teacher is to spot cases of maladjustment.

(a) One of the functions of (b) Most of the functions of

(c) Some of the functions (d) One of the functions by

In our friends’ circle it is customary for each of the members to buy their own tickets.
(a) buying their own tickets (b) are buying their own tickets
(c) buying his own tickets (d) to buy his own ticket

3.9
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Where the distance is not too much | prefer walking than waiting for a bus.

(@) than wait for the (b) than no waiting for

(c) to waiting for a (d) rather than waiting for a
Being a pleasant morning, he went out for a walk along the seashore.

(a) With a pleasant morning (b) It being a pleasant morning
(c) Being a pleasing morning (d) Asa pleasant morning
We are happy to recommend that his son to be considered for the post.

(@) consider for (b) be considered with

(c) be considered for (d) may consider for

A majority of the students believe that the examinations are necessary.

(a) have been not necessary (b) have unnecessary

(c) are being unnecessary (d) No correction required

No sooner the advertisement appeared in the newspapers than there was a rush at the booking window.
(@) No sooner had the advertisement appeared

(b) The advertisement appear no sooner

(c) The advertisement no sooner having appeared

(d) No sooner did the advertisement appear

May | know whom | am talking to?

(@) who I am talking (b) towhom I am talking

(¢) whom I talk (d) who I have talked

I am working on this job since last Monday.

(a) was working (b) have been working

(c) being worked (d) were to have worked

The modifications made by them in the draft were so drastic that the entire emphasis had been shifted.
(@) shall have been shifted (b) had shifted

(c) was being shifted (d) had been shifting

Itis reliable to learn that there is no substantial evidence to prove his innocence.

(@) is reliably learnt (b) reliably to learn

(c) was reliable to learn (d) has been reliable learning
He has now succeeded in overwhelming the grief.

(@) successful in overwhelming (b) successful in overwhelm

(c) succeeded to overwhelm (d) succeeded in overcoming
Despite their best efforts, they could not convince the members by changing their decision.
(a) and changed their (b) to change their

(c) with changing their (d) in changing his

The novel ideas suggested by the employee were appreciated by the management.

(@) have appreciated by (b) have been appreciated for
(c) were appreciative of (d) No correction required

The two brothers were so much similar in appearance that nobody believed that they were twins.
(@) very much similar in (b) so much similar at

(c) sodifferentin (d) so different from

The sight of the accident was so frightened that the bystanders could not utter a single word.
(@) so very frightening because (b) so frightening that

(c) extremely frightening as (d) extremely frightened

The police break-up the trunk and found the looted jewellery.

(a) broke opened (b) broke open

(c) break opened (d) breakingly opened

The advertisement offered a reward for information relating to the activities of the terrorists.
(@) relative to the (b) as related to the

(c) which relate to (d) No correction required
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He travelled by bus but would have travelled by train to save time.

(a) must have travelled (b) should be travelling

(c) could be travelling (d) should have travelled

It is the temple where religious rites are celebrated as they were for centuries.

(a) as they have been for (b) so were they for

(c) asthey are for (d) as they were before

By the time he had won his commission, the senior officer had to start seeking employment elsewhere.
(a) had started seeking (b) were started seeking

(c) had been started to seek (d) were to have started seeking
The congestion on the streets must be seen to believe.

(a) have been to believe (b) have been seen for believing
(c) have seen for belief (d) be seen to be believed

He had begun to develop the qualities that he was going to need in later years.

(a) was going to be needed (b) had gone to need

(c) was later to need (d) No correction required

All round is emptiness and silence; the silence, it seems, of a land that man has not yet set foot upon.
(a) around is emptiness and silence (b) round is empty and silent

(c) round are emptiness and silence (d) around are empty and silence
He was quite sure that none of them were aware of the truth.

(a) were aware from (b) was aware of

(c) were beware of (d) had aware of

I was too overwhelmed to make any decision.

(a) too much overwhelm to (b) so overwhelm to

(c) extremely overwhelmed about (d) No correction required
Shocked of finding an unknown person, the army officer briskly caught hold of him.

(a) Shockingly found (b) Shocked at finding

(c) Shocked by finding (d) Finding as a shock

No sooner had he reached the station than the train had started moving.

(a) had started movement (b) had been moving

(c) had been started movement (d) started moving

He has even venturing into areas that he had shunned.

(a) had even venturing into (b) even is being venture into
(c) has even been venturing into (d) has even been ventured in

I am glad to hear that you narrowly escaped being run over by a speeding car yesterday.

(a) be being run over by (b) to turn over by

(c) run over down by (d) No correction required

It is with a heavy heart that | pen these few lines to condole for you on the death of your beloved mother.
(a) condole with you in (b) condole upon you on

(c) condole with you on (d) condole for you with

You should visit France when you had been to England.

(a) had gone to England (b) go to England

(c) were going to England (d) should have gone to England
He is one of the best players that has ever lived.

(a) that would have ever lived (b) that have ever lived

(c) that would have been ever lived (d) that would ever live

He asked me if he did shut the window.

(a) will shut the window (b) do shut the window

(c) may shut the window (d) should shut the window
When he left the house, it has not ceased raining.

(a) Ever before (b) Ever since

(c) Until (d) noimprovement
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66. While campaigning against child-labour the leader said that he was feeling strongly about children being
made to work when they should be going to school.

(a) was feeling strong (b) has been feeling strongly

(c) feltstrongly (d) no improvement
67. You would have succeeded if you acted upon my advice.

(@) had acted (b) would have acted

(c) have acted (d) no improvement
68. Don’t hold this dirty insect in your hand; throw it.

(@) throw it down (b) throw it out

(c) throw it away (d) no improvement
69. The principal told me that | should not enter his office without permission.

(a) don’tenter (b) not to enter

(c) notentering (d) no improvement
70. All that I wish to tell you is that you better revise this essay.

(@) should better (b) could better

(c) had better (d) no improvement
71. If it were possible to get near when one of the volcanic eruptions took place, we should see a grand sight.

(a) takes (b) was taking

(c) istaking (d) no improvement
72. Whenever Suresh gets into trouble he makes a story to get out of it.

(@) makes for (b) makes out

(c) makes up (d) no improvement
73. We could not help admire his inventive genius.

(@) could not but (b) could not help to

(c) could not help but (d) no improvement
74. There is absolutely no reason to call his statement in question.

(a) under question (b) out of question

(c) into question (d) no improvement
75. | had given him a lot of money, but he ran up it in a couple of weeks.

(@) raninto (b) ran down

(c) ranthrough (d) no improvement
76. Itis time you start earning your own living.

(a) started (b) would start

(c) may start (d) no improvement
77. The sun set before we reached the village.

(a) would have set (b) would set

(c) had set (d) no improvement
78. He evaded to pay income tax.

(a) from paying (b) against paying

(c) paying (d) no improvement

79. The members swore on the Constitution to uphold the integrity of the country.
(@ by (b) at (c) upon (d) no improvement
80. Though we have kept in mind to try and maintain most facilities, we would like to request you to kindly
bear with us in case of any inconvenience.
(@) must keep in mind to try and maintain (b) have kept in mind trying and maintain
(c) would keep in mind to try and maintain (d) No correction required
81. The tea-estate administration is in such a mess there is no leader to set the things right.
(a) insuch amess here (b) in a such mess that here
(c) insuch a mess that there (d) with such a mess that there
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We met him immediately after the session in which he had been given a nice speech.

(a) would be giving (b) has been giving

(c) will have given (d) had given

The moment we came to know about his actions, we decided to get rid of these worker.

(a) gets rid of this worker (b) get rid of this worker

(c) get rid off this worker (d) get rid of this worker

The drama had so many humorous scenes that it was hardly possible to keep a straight face.
(a) hardly possible for keeping (b) hardly impossible keeping
(c) hardly impossible to keep (d) No correction required

He confidently asked the crowd if they thought he was right and the crowd shouted that they did.
(a) that he did (b) that they had

(c) thatheis (d) No correction required

Acquisition of certain specific skills can be facilitated from general awareness, education and exposure to
novel situations.

(a) can be facilitated by (b) may facilitate through

(c) can be felicitated with (d) may be felicitated with

The man who has committed such a serious crime must get the mostly severe punishment.

(a) be getting the mostly severely (b) get the most severe

(c) have got the most severely (d) have been getting the severemost
The research study is an eye-opener and attempts to acquaint us with the problems of the poor nations.
(a) attempted to acquaint (b) attempts at acquainting

(c) attempt to acquaint (d) attempting to acquaint

If 1 would have realised the nature of the job earlier, | would not have accepted it.

(a) If I have had (b) In case I would have

(c) Had I been (d) Hadl

All the members of the club were assembled to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the club.

(a) had assembled to celebrate (b) were assembling to celebrate

(c) had been assembled for celebrating (d) assembled to celebration

She is good at keeping secrets and will never divulged anything about her friends.

(a) would never divulged (b) would ever divulged

(c) won’t divulged (d) will never divulge

The earnest appeal by the staff members that the salaries be subjected to upward revision were rejected by
the industrialist.

(a) upwardly revision was rejected (b) upward revision was rejected
(c) upward revising were rejectable (d) upwardly revision was rejectable
The students decided to raised funds to helping the poor.

(a) raise funds to (b) raised funding for

(c) raise funds for (d) raise funds of

Health workers are responsible for monitoring healthcare service of people.

(a) health care off people (b) health care through people
(c) health of people (d) healthcare services to people
An uncodified constitution creating two problems.

(a) iscreate (b) is creating

(c) creates (d) have created

The recommendations of the Commission are not binding to the government.

(a) binding with (b) binding for

(c) bonding on (d) binding at

The friend told her not to worry for the expense.

(a) worried off the expense (b) worry by the expense

(c) be worried for expense (d) worry about the expense
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98. His aggressive behaviour needs to deal with.

(@) needed to deal with (b) needs dealing with
(c) needs to be dealt with (d) needed dealing off with
99. He was the last one to got of the bus.
(@) get off the bus (b) get off the bus
(c) got off the bus (d) got by the bus
Answers

1.(d) 2 3@ 4@ 5 6@® 7. 8 9@ 10 1) 12 (d)
13.(c) 14.(d) 15.(b) 16.(b) 17.(a) 18.(b) 19.(d) 20.(d) 21.(b) 22.(b) 23.(a) 24 (d)
25.(b) 26.(b) 27.(b) 28.(d) 29.(a) 30.(c) 31.(a) 32.(d) 33.(d) 34 (b) 35 (c) 36.(d)
37.(@) 38.(b) 39.(b) 40.(b) 41.(a) 42.(d) 43.(b) 44.(d) 45.(c) 46.(b) 47.(b) 48.(d)
49.(d) 50.(a) 51.(a) 52.(d) 53.(d) 54.(a) 55.(b) 56.(d) 57.(b) 58.(d) 59.(c) 60.(d)
61.(a) 62.(b) 63.(b) 64 (d) 65 (b) 66.(c) 67.(a) 68.(c) 69.(b) 70.(c) 7L (a) 72.(c)
73.(c) 74.(d) 75.(c) 76.()) 77.(c) 78.(c) 79.(a) 80.(d) 8L (c) 82 (d) 83.(c) 84 (d)
85.(d) 86.(a) 87.(d) 88.(b) 89.(d) 90.(a) 91.(d) 92.(b) 93.(c) 94 (d) 95.(c) 96.(c)
97.(d) 98.(c) 99.(a)

WORKOUT 3

The following sentences contain an error part. Each sentence is followed by five different options for
(ways of wording) the part that contains the error. Answer choice (a) always repeats the original; the
other four choices are different. If you think that the original sentence displays the best way of wording
the incorrect part, choose answer (a); otherwise, select the best alternative. Fill in the corresponding
oval on your answer sheet.

This section tests your ability to identify correct and effective expression. Evaluate the answer
choices by the requirements of standard written English. Pay attention to elements of grammar,
vocabulary (choice or words), and sentence construction. Select the answer choice that best renders
the thought presented in the original sentence. Correct choices will be clear precise and free of
awkwardness, needless repetition or ambiguity.

1. Although few outside academe have heard of him, today, William Dean Howells is among America’s most
successful literary critics and novelists.

(@) Although few outside academe have heard of him today, William Dean Howells

(b) However difficult it may be to find someone outside of academe who has heard of him, today, William

Dean Howells
(c) As difficult as it is to find someone outside of academe who has heard of him today, William Dean
Howells
(d) William Dean Howells is not heard of by very many outside of academe today, but he
(e) Although today William Dean Howells is not heard of by very maney people outside of academe, he
2. Although the stock market seems to offer the possibility of great personal gain, you must understand that to
invest in stocks is accepting the risk of financial ruin as well.

(a) is accepting the risk of financial ruin as well

(b) is to accept the risk of financial ruin as well

(c) is to accept the risk as well as financial ruin

(d) are accepting the risk of financial ruin as well

(e) are to accept the risk of financial ruin as well

3. Since the past twenty years, thousands of mangificent United States elms have been killed by infestations of
the tiny European bark beetle.

(a) Since the past twenty years (b) Since twenty years have passed
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(c) During the past twenty years (d) Twenty years ago
(e) After twenty years

. The new biography of Thomas Jefferson contains some startling insights about the man who was the primary

author of the Declaration of Independence.

(a) about the man who was the primary author

(b) into the man who was the primary author

(c) into the character of the man who was the primary author
(d) into the character of a man who was the primary author
(e) into the character of the man who was primarily the author

. Although completely withered, the botanists were able to conclude from what remained of the flower that

the species was very rare.

(a) Although completely withered (b) Although totally withered

(c) Although withering completely (d) Although it was completely withered
(e) While it withered completely

. Four days a week, parking is permitted only on alternate sides of the street on account of enabling the

mechanical street sweepers to pass close to the curbs.

(a) on account of enabling (b) for the reason of enabling
(c) to permit (d) so asto allow

(e) therefore allowing

. What | would call personal style depends not so much on the actual clothing you wear but one’s choice of
jewellery and make-up.
(a) but one’s choice of (b) but one’s choosing
(c) butyour choice of (d) as your choice of

(e) as your choosing

. The actual votes cast by incumbents can provide voters with a more accurate picture of their attitudes than

the speeches they make while campaigning for re-election.

(@) their attitudes than the speeches they make

(b) the actual votes cast ..... the attitudes of incumbents than the speeches they make
(c) the actual votes cast ..... the attitudes of incumbents than do the speeches they make
(d) the actual votes cast .... the attitudes of incumbents than do the speeches

(e) the actual votes cast .... the attitudes of incumbents than the speeches

. With the writing of Huckleberry Finn, it marked the first time that the American vernacular was used in a novel.

(a) With the writing of Huckleberry Finn, it marked the first time that the American vernacular was used in
anovel.

(b) Marking the first time that the American vernacular was used in a novel was Huckleberry Finn.

(c) The writing of Huckleberry Finn, a novel, was the first time that the American vernacular was used.

(d) Huckleberry Finn marked the first time that American vernacular was used in a novel

(e) The first time that the American vernacular was used in a novel was Huckleberry Finn

Parents and teachers are becoming increasingly concerned about protecting children and the drugs which
are available to them, and several parent-teacher organisations, dedicated to educating children about the
dangers of drug addition, have recently been formed.

(a) protecting children and the drugs which are available to them

(b) protecting of children and the drugs whcih are available to them

(c) protecting children from their availability to drugs

(d) protecting children from the drugs availability to them

(e) protecting children from the drugs available to them

Although today it is cost-effective to make perfumes with synthetic ingredients, they used to make the
classic fragrances from flowers only and other natural essences.

(a) they used to make the classic fragrances from flowers only

(b) the classic fragrances used to be made from flowers
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(c) the classic fragrances used to be made by them only from flowers
(d) the classic fragrances used to be made from flowers only
(e) only flowers used to make the classic fragrances

Appearing to be the only candidate whose views would be acceptable to its membership, the youth Caucus
endorsed George Avery for City.

(@) Appearing to be (b) Seeming to be
(c) Because he appeared to be (d) Because he seemed
(e) Being

Modern theories of criminal justice view rehabiliation as the goal of the penal system and aim at restoration
of the offender to society rather as merely punishing him.

(a) restoration of the offender to society rather as

(b) restoring of the offender to society ratehr than

(c) restoring the offender to society rather as

(d) restoring the offender to society rather than

(e) restoration of the offender to society rather as

Approximately 20,000 meteors enter the earth’s atmosphere every day, but very few of them reach the
earth’s surface on the grounds that they are consumed by frictional heat long before they reach the earth.
(@) but very few of them reach the earth’s surface on the grounds that they

(b) but very few of them reach the earth’s surface because most

(c) but very few of them reach the earth’s surface

(d) with very few of them reaching the earth’s surface on account of they

(e) since very few of them reach of earth’s surface because most

The major national leaders consulted consider solar power economically infeasible at present but that it will
be so in the future.

(@) that it will be so

(b) that it would be so

(c) believe that it will be so

(d) believe that solar power will not be economically feasible

(e) believe that economic feasibility will be achieved

Puritan fanatics brought to civil and military affairs a coolness of judgment and mutability of purpose that
some writers have thought inconsistent with their religious zeal, but which was in fact a natural outgrowth
of it.

(a) but which was in fact a natural outgrowth of it

(b) but which were in fact a natural outgrowth of it

(c) but which were in fact natural outcomes of it

(d) but it was in fact a natural outgrowth of them

(e) which was in fact a natural outgrowth of it

In the past few years, significant changes have taken place in the organisation of our economy that will
profoundly affect the character of our labour unions as well as influencing consumer and industrial life.

(a) economy that will profoundly affect the character of our labour union as well as influencing

(b) economy that will profoundly affect the character of our labour unions as well as influence

(c) economys; these changes will profoundly affect the character of our labour unions and influence

(d) economy, and that will profoundly affect the character of our labour unions as well as influence

(e) economy, changes that will profoundly affect the character of our labour unions as well as to influence

They favour individual liberty and consider the infliction of suffering on the innocent as unintelligible.
(a) infliction of suffering on the innocent is unintelligible

(b) infliction of unintelligible suffering of innocence

(c) unintelligible suftrage that is inflicted

(d) the suffering, unintelligible, the innocence thus inflicted

(e) unintelligibly afflicting the suffarage of innocence
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Curfews, which were initially enacted as a precaution against fire, were common in towns and cities

throughout Europe in the Middle Ages.

(a) which were initially enacted as a precaution against fire

(b) which were enacted as an initial precaution against fire

(c) which were a precaution initially enacted against fire

(d) enacted as a precaution initially against fire

(e) enacted initially agianst fire

The nuclear accident at Chernobyl released clouds of radioactive particles into the atmosphere, contaminating

agricultural products grown within much of the USSR, as well as products grown in countries as far away

as ltaly.

(a) atmosphere, contaminating agricultural products grown within much of the USSR, as well as products
grown in countries as far away as

(b) atmosphere to contaminate agricultural products growing within much of the USSR, as well as products
growing in countries as far away as

(c) atmosphere, while contaminating agricultural products growing within much of the USSR, as well as
products growing in countries as far away than

(d) atmosphere, contaminating agricultural products grown within much of the USSR, as well as far away as

(e) atmosphere, contaminating products grown within much of the USSR, as well as

Unlike soprano and tenor opera singers, whose high notes are a source of fame and notoriety, the lowest

notes of the contralto and bass voices are the ones that serve to distinguish those singers.

(a) the lowest notes of the contralto and bass voices are the ones that serve to distinguish those singers

(b) the lowest notes of the contralto and bass voices are the ones serving to distinguish those singers

(c) the lowest notes of the contralto and bass voices are the ones serving to distinguish them

(d) itis the lowest notes of the contralto and bass voices that serve to distinguish those singers

(e) contralto and bass singers are distinguished by the lowest notes of their voices

During the late Middle Ages a controversy arose regarding the ability of the soul in heaven to experience

beatific visions.

(a) a controversy arose regarding the ability of the soul in heaven to experience the beatific visions

(b) a controversy arose as to the soul in heaven’s ability to experience the beatific vision

(c) there arose a controversy surrounding the soul’s ability in heaven to experience the beatific vision

(d) there arose a controversy as to the soul’s capability in heaven to experience the beatific vision

(e) there arose a controversy regarding the soul’s capability of experiencing the beatific vision in heaven

The possibility of contracting AIDS at the job site through daily contact with an infected individual is

remote; no one to date is known to contract the disease from casual contact.

(a) no one to date is known to contract the disease from casual contact

(b) there is no one who is known to date to have contracted the disease through casual contact

(c) to date, no one is known to have contracted the disease through casual contact

(d) to date, contracting the disease through casual contact is unknown

(e) to date, there is no one known who contracted the disease through casual contact

More than any other single factor, increases in the price of imported oil that has been responsible for the

inflation experiened by the United States in the last ten years.

(a) More than any other single factor, increases in the price of imported oil that has been responsible for

(b) More than any other single factor, increases in the price of imported oil have been responsible for

(c) More than any single factor, increases in the price of imported oil have been responsible for

(d) Increases in the price of imported oil, more than any single factor, has been responsible

(e) Increases in the price of imported oil, more than any single factor, has been responsible for

Assigning additional work to an already overburdened worker, one made often by inept managers, it

increases the risk that the worker will become totally alienated and ceasing being productive altogether.

(a) one made often by incept managers, it increase the risk

(b) one often made by inept managers, increases the risk

(c) amistake often made by inept managers, the risk rises
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(d) a mistake often made by inept managers, increaes the risk of the worker becoming
(e) which is often done by inept managers, the risk is increased that

Most department stores offer customers the option that you may exchange your purhcases within ten days.
(@) that you may exchange your (b) to exchange your
(c) of exchanging your (d) that exchanges their

(e) of exchanging their

The Russian music of the nineteenth century is richer and more varied than France.

(@) is richer and more varied than France

(b) is richer and more varied than the music of France

(c) is more rich and varied than France

(d) is more rich and more varied than is the music of France

(e) is more rich and varied in comparison to France

Many physicists think that at some time in the next century we will not only discover life in other galaxies,

but will also communicate with them.

(@ we will not only discover life in other galaxies

(b) we will discover not only life in other galaxies, but be able to communicate with it

(c) we will not only discover life in other galaxies, but we will be able to communicate with them

(d) that not only will we be able to discover life in other galaxies but be able to communicate to them as well

(e) not only to find life in other galaxies but to communicate with it as well

The most chance of being an insomniac is not the overworked executive or the student overwhelmed by

studies but the bored housewife who feels unfilled.

(@) The most chance of being an insomniac is not the overworked executive or the student overwhelmed by
studies but the bored housewife who feels unfilled.

(b) The highest degree of insomnia is not experienced by the overworked executive nor by the student
overwhelmed by studies, but by the bored housewife who feels unfulfilled.

(c) Mostinsomniacs are not overworked executives or students overwhelmed by studies, yet they are bored
housewives who feel unfulfilled.

(d) The greater degree of insomniacs are bored housewifes who feel unfulfilled and not overworked
executives nor are they students overwhelmed by their studies.

(e) Insomniacs are, for the most part, bored housewives who feel unfulfilled, not overworked executives or
students overwhelmed by their studies.

According to a recent study by the Mayor’s Task Force, the amount of homeless people in the city has tripled

since 1980.

(@) the amount of homeless people in the city has

(b) the number of homeless people in the city has

(c) the amount of homeless people in the city have

(d) the number of homeless people in the city having

(e) the number of those people who are homeless in the city has

Many healthcare professionals now advocate race walking as a form of exercise because it burns as many calories

as jogging, works muscle groups that jogging does not, and the chances of stress related injuries are reduced.

(a) and the chances of stress related injuries are reduced

(b) and reduces the chances of stress-related injury

(c) reducing the chances of stress related injury

(d) and the chances of a stress-related injury get reduced

(e) with a reduction of the chances of a stress-related injury

A baby boomer is defined to be one who is now in his or her mid-thirties, who is concerned with raising a

family, and who is not upwardly mobile.

(a) to be one who is now in his or her mid-thirties, who is concerned with raising a family, and who

(b) as those who are in their mid-thirties, concerned with raising a family.

(c) to be those that are in their mid-thirties, concerned about the raising of a child, that

(d) to be one who is in his or her mid-thirties and concerned with the raising of a family and also who
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(e) as a person in his or her mid-thirties, who is concerned with raising a family and who

The dropout rate in American schools is ten times that of European nations.

(a) that of European nations. (b) what the rate is in Europe

(c) that of school in Europe (d) European nations’

(e) that which they are in Europe

More and more fashion conscious women are asking themselves if it is morally right to wear clothing made
from the skin of an animal.

(a) ifitis (b) about ifitis

(c) whether it is (d) as to whether or not it is

(e) about whether it is

This is the third straight Christmas season in which retail stores will experience a sharp drop in sales from
the previous year.

(a) in which retail stores will experience (b) in which retail stores experience

(c) which retail stores will experience (d) of retail stores experiencing

(e) of experiencing by retail stores of

When used together, the cosmetic claims that its products enhance the appearance of the skin by preventing

blemishes of reducing signs of aging.

(a) When used together, the cosmetic company claims that its products enhance the appearance of the skin
by preventing blemishes and reducing signs of aging.

(b) The cosmetic company claims that, when used together, the appearance of the skin will be enhanced by
the products by their preventing blemishes and reducing signs of aging.

(c) When used together, the products will enhance the appearance of the skin, also preventing blemishes
and reducing signs of aging, or so the company claims.

(d) According to the cosmetic company, when its products are used together, they will enhance the
appearance of the skin, prevent blemishes, and reduce signs of aging.

(e) According to the cosmetic company, when its products are used together, the apperance of the skin will
be enhancd and blemishes will be prevented reducing the signs and aging.

Elizabeth | was a student of classical languages and it has her who insisted that Greek and Latin were spoken

at court.

(a) it was her who insisted that Greek and Latin were spoken at court

(b) it was she that insisted on the speaking of Greek and Latin at court

(c) it was she who insisted that Greek and Latin be spoken at court

(d) she insisted that, at court, Greek and Latin were spoken

(e) she had insisted that Greek and Latin were to be spoken at court

Although Beverly Sills never achieved superstar status in Europe or at the Metropolitan Opera, yet she was

singing major roles at the City Opera during 20 years.

(a) yet she was singing major roles at the City Opera during 20 years

(b) she did sing major roles at the City Opera during 20 years

(c) she sang major roles at the City Opera for 20 years

(d) yet for 20 years major roles had been sung by her at the City Opera

(e) yetsince 20 years major roles had been sung by her at the City Opera

Although Mary Ann is not a great scholar, neither has she published any books, she has and always will be

a great teacher and well-loved by her students.

(a) scholar, neither has she published any books she has and always will be

(b) scholar, nor having published any books, she has been and always will be

(c) scholar and she hasn’t published any books, she has been and always will be

(d) scholar nor published any books, still she has been and always will be

(e) scholar not has she published any books, but she has been and always will be

The great difference in interpretation between him and his immediate predecessor of the role of Anthony

were the subject of last week’s column by the well-known drama critic.

(a) between him and his immediate predecessor of the role of Anthony were

(b) between him and his immediate predecessor in the role of Anthony was
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(c) between he and his immediate predecessor of the role of Anthony were
(d) among him and his immediate predecessor of the role of Anthony was
(e) among him and his immediate predecessor of the role of Anthony were

The English version of Waiting for Godot, of which Beckett was the translator, was seen in a new production
at Lincoln Center in 1988.

(a) of which Beckett was the translator (b) which Beckett was the translator

(c) having been translated by Beckett (d) that had being translated by Beckett

(e) the translator Beckett

Accusing his opponent of falsifying his military record, it was clear that the Congressional race was heating up.

(@) Accusing his opponent of falsifying his military record, it was clear that the Congressional race was
heating up.

(b) Accusing the other opponent of falsifying his military record, it was clear that the Congressional race
heated up.

(c) It was clear that the Congressional race was heating up when one candidate accused the other of
falsifying his military record.

(d) Having accused his opponent of falsifying his military record, it was clear that the Congressional race
was heating up.

(e) Once accused of falsifying his military record, it was clear that the Congressional race was heating up

Although she plays tennis as well, if not better, than her sister, her sister is the captain of the team.
(a) Although she plays tennis as well, if not better, than her sister

(b) Although she plays tennis as well as, if not better than, her sister

(c) Despite her playing tennis as well as, if not better than, her sister

(d) She plays tennis as well, if not better, than her sister, but

(e) Playing tennis as well as, if not better than, her sister

A discussion on our nation’s foreign policy must begin with the fact of there being an independent Western
Europe which now thinks of itself in trans-nationalist terms.

(a) Adiscussion of our nation’s foreign policy must begin with the fact of there being

(b) Beginning any discussion of our nation’s foreign policy must be the fact of there being

(c) Any discussion of our nation’s foreign policy must begin with the fact that there is

(d) Any discussion of our nation’s foreign policy must begin by acknowledging the existence of

(e) To begin discussing our nation’s foreign policy there must be an acknowledgment of the fact that

Interest rates on mortgages have declined steadily during the first six months of this year, but virtually
remained unchanged during the next three months.

(a) have declined steadily during the first six months of this year but virtually remained unchanged

(b) declined steadily during the first six months of this year but virtually remain unchanged

(c) steadily declined during the first six months of this year but remain virtually unchanged

(d) declined steadily during the first six months of this year but have remained virtually unchanging

(e) declined steadily during the first six months of this year, but have remained virtually unchanged

Although it has faded over the years, if you look closely at the canvas, one is able to still see the outline of
an earlier portrait over which the artist painted.

(@) oneis able to still see (b) one can still see

(c) one can see still (d) you can still see

(e) you are able still to see

One type of literarcy criticism attempts to find ways in which the writing style of one author resembles
another and ways in which it is different than another.

(a) another and ways in which it is different than

(b) another’s style and ways in which it is different than

(c) that of another and ways in which it is different from

(d) that of another and ways in which a differs than

(e) that of another and ways in which it differs from that of
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48. All entering freshmen at the university are required to pledge that they will not drink coffee, tea or soft
drinks, use drugs, or a car in the county in which the university is located.
(a) that they will not drink coffee, tea, or soft drinks, use drugs, or a car
(b) they will not drink coffee, tea, or soft drinks, use drugs, or a car
(c) that they will not drink coffee, tea, or soft drinks, that they will not use drugs, and that they will not
drive a car
(d) that they will not drink coffee, tea, or soft drinks, using drugs or a car
(e) not drinking coffee, tea, or soft drinks, using drugs, or operating car
49. The committee rejected the proposal for several reasons, the chief among which were the cost of borrowing
the money.
(a) the chief among which were the cost of borrowing the money
(b) the chief among which was cost of borrowing the money
(c) the chief of which was the cost of borrowing the money
(d) of which the chief were the cost of borrowing the money
(e) with the cost of borrowing money being the chief one of them
50. The employment contracts of most high-level managers contain so-called Golden Parachute clauses, under
which the executive is guaranteed substantial compensation if their firms ever fall victim to a hostile takeover.
(a) clauses, under which the executives is guaranteed
(b) clauses, that guarantee these executives
(c) clauses, guaranteeing that these executives
(d) clause, under which the executive is guaranteed
(e) clause that guarantee the executive

51. Many thoroughbred handicappers believe that a horse’s chance of winning a race depends not so much on
the final class, an unquantifiable factor, which is the horse’s determination to win.

(a) butinstead (b) rather than
(c) so much as (d) than
(E) as

52. Three hundred years ago, famine was a periodic experience which came so regular that people accepted
periods of extreme hunger as normal.
(a) regular that people accepted periods of extreme hunger as normal
(b) regularly that people accepted periods of extreme hunger as normal
(c) regularly that people normally accepted periods of extreme hunger
(d) regularly as people accepted periods of extreme hunger as normal
(e) regularly since people accepted periods of extreme hunger as normal
53. In accentual-syllabic versification, the basic unit of measurement is the foot, which consists of one accented
syllable accompanied by one or two unaccented syllables.
(a) foot, which consists of (b) foot, which consists in
(c) foot, which consisting of (d) foot that consists of
(e) foot, which includes
54. The Puritan was composed of two different men: the one all self-abasement and penitence; the other, proud
and inflexible.
(a) the one all self-abasement and penitence
(b) one of them all self-abasement and penitence
(c) the one self-abasing and penitent
(d) the one self-abasement and penitence
(e) self-abasing and penitent
55. In 1896, when she began studying the effects of radium, Marie Curie was building on the work of Roentgen
and Becquerel.
(a) In 1896, when she began studying the effects of radium
(b) In 1896, beginning to study the effects of radium
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(c) Beginning to study the effects of radium in 1896
(d) Since she began to study the effects of radium in 1896
(e) In order to begin to study the effects of radium in 1896

Having been forbidden by Church law to marry, it was not unusual for a priest during the Middle Ages to

sire a family.

(a) Having been forbidden by Church law to marry, it was not unusual for a priest during the Middle Ages
to sire a family.

(b) Forbidden by Church law to marry, it was not unusual for a priest during the Middle Ages to sire a
family.

(c) Although they were forbidden by Church law to marry, it was not unusual for a priest during the Middle
Ages to sire a family.

(d) Although a priest was forbidden by Church law to marry, it was not unusual for him during the Middle
Ages to sire a family.

(e) Although they were forbidden by Church law to marry, it was not unusual during the Middle Ages for
priests to sire families.

57. The singing teachers of the old Italian school taught little more but breath control because they believed that
with proper control, all other technical problems could be easily solved.
(@) little more but (b) little more than
(c) little more as (d) more than a little
(e) rather than
58. In the early stages of the development of the common law, equitable remedies were available only in the
courts of the Chancery and not in the courts of law, such as injunctions.
(a) equitable remedies were available only in the courts of the Chancery and not in the courts of law, such
as injunctions
(b) equitable remedies, such as injunctions, were available only in the courts of the Chancery and not in the
courts of law
(c) only equitable remedies, such as injunctions, were available in the courts of Chancery and not in the
courts of law
(d) the availability of equitable remedies, such as injunctions, was restricted to the courts of Chancery and
not to the courts of law
(e) equitable remedies, such as injunctions, were not available in the courts of law but only in the courts of
Chancery
59. These extensive forest reserves must be defended from the acquisitive hands of those whose ruthless axes
would destroy the trees and expose the land to the revages of sun and rain.
(@) would destroy the trees and (b) will destroy the trees and
(c) would destroy the trees to (d) would destroy the trees which would
(e) would destroy the trees that could
60. The compact disk, on which music is recorded in a digital code to be read by a laser, will soon become the
most common form of recorded music, eventually replacing records and tapes altogether.
(a) music, eventually replacing (b) music, and eventually replacing
(c) music that eventually replaces (d) music by eventually replacing
(e) music to eventually replace
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MOCK TESTS

TEST I

No. of questions: 25 Time allotted: 15 minutes
In the following questions three possible solutions are given for the bold part of each sentence. If one
of them—(a), (b) or (c)—is better than the original sentence, indicate your response on the answer
sheet against the corresponding alphabet. If none of the substitutions improve the sentence, indicate
as your response on the answer sheet (d) “no improvement” or “no correction required”.

1. No president or the governor of a state shall be answerable to any court on the exercise and performance of

powers.
(a) to the exercise (b) in the exercise
(c) for the exercise (d) no improvement
2. High population growing rate is one of the major reasons of poverty in India.
(a) Highly populated growing rate (b) Highly population growth rate
(c) High population growth rate (d) No improvement
3. Kidnapping of foreigners on collect ransom also adds to their income.
(a) foreigners to collect ransom (b) foreigners for collected ransom
(c) foreigners in collecting ransom (d) no improvement
4. Many programs and projects at the upliftment of the rural folks have been started.
(@) projects of the (b) projects on the
(c) projects for the (d) no improvement
5. The village panchayat are the basic unit of the three tier system.
(a) is the basic units of (b) is the basic unit of
(c) are the basic units of (d) no improvement
6. He insisted on me joining a college.
(@) on my joining (b) me to join
(c) my joining (d) no improvement
7. The mango tree that | had planted last month in the open grounds in front of my house has struck the roots at last.
(a) struck its roots (b) struck a root
(c) struck root (d) no improvement
8. You must explain as to why you were late.
(a) about why (b) on why (c) why (d) no improvement
9. The culprit was at last brought to law for his involvement in the crime.
(a) brought to prison (b) brought to book
(c) brought to court (d) no improvement
10. Shakespeare is greater than any poet of the world.
(a) all poets (b) any other poet
(c) any of the poet (d) no improvement
11. He enquired after my health.
(@) of (b) for (c) into (d) no improvement
12. The teacher asked me what is your name.
(a) what your name is (b) what was my name
(c) what my name was (d) no improvement
13. | am the secretary of the sports club since its formation five years ago.
(@) was (b) have been (c) had been (d) no improvement
14. All the members of the club were assembled to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the club.
(a) had assembled to celebrate (b) were assembling to celebrate

(c) assembled to celebration (d) no improvement

= 3.23
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15. Business houses also make greatly use of newspapers to advertise their products.

(@) males great use of (b) make great use of

(c) made great used of (d) no improvement
16. Naveen has left when | reached his home.

(@) has to leave (b) had left

(c¢) had leave (d) leaves
17. Venkat tries to make me change my mind but I was firm.

(@) tried (b) trying

(c) would try (d) had been tried
18. Maya has managed to complete the work I gave her.

(a) would have managed (b) has management

(¢) had to managed (d) No correction required
19. Last year the Club has received a large donation.

(@) had received (b) has to receive

(c) has to receive (d) receives
20. Prashant could reached by now if he had gone by taxi.

(@) could reach (b) reached

(c) should reach (d) could have reached
21. All of us must try to consciously stop worrying about it.

(a) to stop consciously worrying (b) conscious to stop worry

(c) and conscioulsy stop worries (d) No correction required
22. He generally reaches home by this time but the road may have blocked.

(a) the roads might blocked (b) the road may be blocked

(c) may be the roads have blocks (d) may the road have been blocked
23. 1 was so thrilling by his enchanting actions that | forgot to thank him.

(@) was so thrilling at (b) had so thrilled by

(c) was so thrilled by (d) had been so thrilling by
24. The visitors admired my paintings but they seem to have disliking my sculptures.

(a) seemed to have disliking (b) seem to be disliked

(c) seemed disliking (d) seemed to have disliked
25. It is fortunate that he has been behaving well.

(@) has to be behaved (b) has to behave

(c) would have behanced (d) No correction required

Answers
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TEST 2

No. of questions: 25 Time allotted: 18 minutes
In each problem below, either part or the whole sentence is underlined. Below the sentence are different
ways of writing the underlined part. Answer choice (a) repeats the original; the other answers vary.
If you think that the original phrasing is best, choose (a). If you think one of the other answers better
select that option.

1. During the summer of 2001, when it looked like parts of New Delhi and Mumbai were going to run short of
water, many businesses and homes were affected by the stringent restrictions on the use of water.
(@) it looked like parts of New Delhi and Mumbai were going to run
(b) it looked as if parts of New Delhi and Mumbai would have run
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(c) it appeared that parts of New Delhi and Mumbai would run

(d) appearances were that parts of New Delhi and Mumbai would run

(e) it was the appearance that parts of New Delhi and Mumbai would be running

. Before the independence of India the books of Dr P. K. Yadav presented a fundamental challenge to the
accepted ideas of race relations that, two generations later, will be true of the writings of the radical writers
of the 1970s.

(a) that, two generations later, will be true of (b) that, two generations later, would be true of
(c) as, two generations later, would be true of (d) as, two generations later, would be true of
(e) just in way that, two generations later, did

. For the reason that diesel was relatively cheap and ¥3.00 per litre in 1960s, the average Indian came to view
unfettered, inexpensive driving as a right rather than a lucky privilege.

(a) For the reason that diesel was relatively cheap and (b) Because diesel was relatively cheapest

(c) Due to the fact that gasoline was relatively inexpensive (d) In that diesel was a relatively inexpensive
(e) Because diesel was relatively cheap

. The political masters of the healthcare system have not listened to professional health planners because it
has not been profitable for them to do that thing.

(a) has not been profitable for them to do that thing (b) has not been profitable for them to do so
(c) has been unprofitable for them to do that thing (d) has been unprofitable for them to do so
(e) doing so had not been profitable for them

. Because of the efforts of Dr Rajendra Prasad and other advocates of the “soft” path of solar energy, the

economics of nuclear power are being more closely examined now than ever before.

(a) being more closely examined now than ever before

(b) being attached more vigorously than ever before

(c) open to closer examination than they ever were before

(d) more closely examined than before

(e) more examined than they ever were before now

. Most bacterial populations grown in controlled conditions will quickly expand to limit the food supply,

produce toxic waste products that inhibit further growth, and reach an equilibrium state within a

relatively short time.

(a) produce toxic waste products that inhibit further growth, and reached an equilibrium state within a
relatively short time

(b) will have produced toxic waste products that inhibit further growth and also will reach an equilibrium
state within a relatively short time

(c) will then produce a toxic waste product that inhibits further growth and thus reached an equilibrium
state in a very short time

(d) produce toxic waste products that inhibit further growth and reach equilibrium

(e) produce toxic waste products that inhibit further growth, and reach an equilibrium state in a fairly
prompt way

. Alittle known danger of potent hallucinogens such as lysergic acid diethylamide-25 is that not only is the

user immediately disoriented, but also he will experience significant ego suppression for a period of three
weeks as well.

(a) but also he will experience significant ego suppression for a period of three weeks as well

(b) but also he will experience significant ego suppression for a period of three weeks

(c) butalso there will be a three-week period of ego suppression as well

(d) but the ego is suppressed for a period of three weeks as well

(e) but for user’s ego is suppressed for a period of three weeks in addition

. Many people mistakenly believe that the body’s nutritional requirements remain the same regardless of the
guantity and form of other nutrients ingested, physical activity and emotional state.

(a) regardless of the quantity and form of other nutrients ingested, physical activity and emotional state
(b) regardless of the other nutrients, physical activity and emotional state

(c) regardless of the quantity of nutrients or physical exercise or emotional excitation
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(d) regardless of the quantity or form of nutrients or physical exercise and emotional statement

(e) regardless of the quantity or form of other nutrients ingested, physical activity or emotional state
Measuring the brainwaves of human beings while they are engaged in different types of thought hopefully will
enable neuropsychologists to better understand the relationship between the structures of the brain and thinking.
(@) hopefully will enable (b) hopefully might enable

(c) will, itis hoped, enable (d) would hopefully enable

(e) will, itis to be hoped at all, enable

It appears from a study of the detailed grammar of the Vedic Indians that their system of assigning tenses is
very different from that of English or other European languages.

(a) It appears from a study of the detailed grammar of the Vedic Indians that their system

(b) It seems that study of the Vedic Indians indicates that their system

(c) Adetailed study of the grammar of the Vedic Indians language indicates that its system

(d) Detailed study of Vedic Indians reveals that their system

(e) The Vedic Indians have a system

While everyone continues to hope for their survival, it is unlikely that the astronauts could have made it back
to the shelter before the power plant exploded.

(a) have made it back to the shelter before the power plant exploded

(b) were making it back to the shelter before the power plant exploded

(c) were able to make it to the shelter before the power plant explodes

(d) have been able to make it back to the shelter before the power plant will explode

(e) could have made it to the shelter before the power plant explosion would have destroyed them

By the time peace and happiness will have come to the planet, many lives will be wasted.
(a) will have come to the planet, many lives will be wasted

(b) come to the planet, many lives will have been wasted

(c) will have come to the planet, many lives will have been wasted

(d) shall have come to the planet, many lives shall be wasted

(e) would have come to the planet, many lives would have been wasted

It could be argued that the most significant virtue of a popular democracy is not the right to participate in the
selection of leaders, but rather that it affirms our importance in the scheme of things.

(a) but rather that it affirms (b) but rather that it is an affirmation of

(¢) but rather it’s affirmation in terms of (d) but instead of that, its affirming that

(e) affirming rather

Long popular among the connoisseurs of Indian music, Ravi Shankar first impressed Western listeners with
his phenomenal technical virtuosity, but they soon came to appreciate his music as an artful expression of an
older culture’s musical insight.

(a) but they soon came to appreciate his music as an artful

(b) but it soon occurred that they appreciated his artful music as an

(c) but soon this was surpassed by an appreciation of it as an artful

(d) which was soon surpassed by an even deeper appreciation of it as an artful

(e) soon surpassed by an artful appreciation of an

Primarily accomplished through the use of the electron microscope, researchers have recently vastly
increased their knowledge of the process of cell division.

(a) Primarily accomplished through the use of the electron microscope

(b) Through the competent use of advanced electron microscope

(c) Primarily through the use of electron microscopy

(d) In the large sense through the use of the electron microscope

(e) Inthe main, particularly through the use of electron microscope

Because young girls were not expected to participate in sports, so they were never seriously trained to be
athletes.

() sports, so they (b) sports, and they



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.
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(c) sports, and that (d) sports, they

(e) sports, and so

Before the invention of television, radio was the chief form of at-home entertainment.
(a) radio was the chief form of at-home entertainment

(b) radio has been the chief form of at-home entertainment

(c) radio, having been the chief form of at-home entertainment

(d) the chief form of at-home entertainment is the radio

(e) radio, a form of at-home entertainment, was the chief

Letters were received by the editor of the newspaper that complained of its editorial policy.

(a) Letters were received by the editor of the newspaper that complained of its editorial policy

(b) Letters were received by the editor of the newspaper which complained of its editorial policy

(c) Letters were received by the editor of the newspaper complaining of their editorial policy

(d) The editor of the newspaper received letters that were complaining of the paper’s editorial policy
(e) The editor of the newspaper received letters complaining of the paper’s editorial policy

Washington Irving’s Germain-influenced stories were profoundly moving to Americans, knowing more than
most Britons what it was to feel the trauma of rapid change, and Amercians found in the Lazy Rip a model
for making a success of failure.

(a) knowing more than most (b) who know more than most

(c) knowing more then most (d) most who knew more about what

(e) who knew more than most

In order to make skiing smoother, safer, and more enjoyable, a number of resorts have hired consultants to

design and sculpt the trails.

(a) Inorder to make skiing smoother, safer and more enjoyable, a number of resorts have hired consultants

(b) In order to make skiing smoother, safer, and more enjoyable a number of consultants have been hired
by resorts.

(c) Inthe interest of making skiing smoother, safer, and able to be enjoyed, a number of resorts have hired
consultants

(d) To make skiing smoother, safer, so that you can enjoy it, a number of resorts have hired consultants

(e) To make skiing smoother, also safer and enjoyable, a number of resorts will have hired consultaants

It is reported that some tribes in Africa used to eat the livers of their slain enemies which they believed
allowed them to ingest their courage.

(a) enemies which they believed allowed them to ingest their courage

(b) enemies which they believed allowed them to ingest their enemies’ courage

(c) enemies which would, they believed, allow them to ingest their enemies’ courage

(d) enemies, a process they believed allowed them to ingest the courage of their enemies

(e) enemies, a process they believed allowed them to ingest the enemy courage

By law, a qualified physician can only presribe medicine, protecting the public.

(a) By law, a qualified physician can only prescribe medicine, protecting the public

(b) By law, only a qualified physician can prescribe medicine, protecting the public

(c) By law, only a qualified physician can prescribe medicine which protects the public

(d) In order to protect the public, by law a qualified physician only can prescribe medicine
(e) In order to protect the public, by law, only a qualified physician can prescribe medicine

Improvements in economic theory and data gathering today makes possible more accurate to forecast than
was possible 20 years ago.

(a) today makes possible more accurate to forecast than was

(b) have made possible more accurate forecasts than were

(c) today have made possible more accurate forecasts than was

(d) today make possible more accurate forecasts than was

(e) today make possible more accurate forecasting that were
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24. After the Christmas tree was decorated, the guests were served the eggnog and then sang carols.
(a) guests were served the eggnog and then sang carols
(b) eggnog was served to the guests who sang carols
(c) eggnog was served to the guests who then sang carols
(d) guests were served the eggnog and singing carols
(e) guests who then sang carols were served eggnog

25. In no field of history has the search for logical explanation been so diligent S0 much as the study of the
decline and fall of the Roman Empire.

(@) somuchas (b) asin
(c) for (d) dueto
(e) like

Answers

1.c) 2.(@d) 3.(¢) 4(0b) 5@ 6 7.0b) 8() 9.() 10.(c) 11.(a) 12.(b)
13.(b) 14.(a) 15.(c) 16.(d) 17.(a) 18.(e) 19.(e) 20.(a) 21.(d) 22.(e) 23.(b) 24.(c)
25. (b)

PREVIOUS YEARS’ QUESTIONS

BANKING EXAMINATIONS

Directions: Which of the phrases given against the sentence should replace the word/phrase given in bold in the sentence to
make it grammatically correct? If the sentence is correct as it is given and no correction is required. Mark ‘No correction

required’ as the answer. [1IBPS MO S1 2016]
1. Ultimately, the only way to sustained a competitive advantage is to upgrade it.
(A) ways to sustain (B) sustainable ways
(C) way to sustainable (D) way to sustain

(E) No correction required

What exactly have the managers being doing wrong?

(A) doing wrong been (B) been doing wrong
(C) been wrong doing (D) wrongly being doing
(E) No correction required

Success in trade is the result on patent and meticulous preparations.

(A) are result of (B) is resulting of

(C) is the result of (D) results of the

(E) No correction required

Competitors will eventually and inevitably overtake any companies that steps improving and innovating
(A) any company that (B) any companies who

(C) any company (D) many company that

(E) No correction required

The giant search engine has been flirting with virtual reality but has never quite full dived into it until now.
(A) yet never fully quite (B) but has never quite fully

(C) but ever fully (D) never has but full quietly

(E) No correction required

Under the agreement, the government of Japan committed to provide a soft iron of 19,864 billion dollars to its neighbouring
country.

(A) committing to provide (B) provides to commit

(C) provides committing (D) commitment to provide

(E) No correction required
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. By its very nature, innovative design is initially destructive of capital—either in the form for labour skills or capital equipment.

(A) either in the form and (B) in either forming of
(C) neither form on (D) either in the form of
(E) No correction required

. Ateenager has work out how germs travel on airplanes and what can be done to stop them.

(A) has worked out (B) have worked on
(C) worked in (D) has been worked out
(E) No correction required

. Ordinary salary is just one factor to consider when it come to choosing a university, exclaimed the Director of Civic University.

(A) when it come to (B) when it comes to
(C) when that comes to (D) when it coming to
(E) No correction required

It can be difficult to impart financial know how at a young age but in developing countries financial literacy among the young are
quite well.

(A) is quite good (B) are getting better

(C) have been good (D) will be best

(E) No correction required

Directions: A part of the sentence is bold. Below are given alternatives to the bold part as A, B and C which may
improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed, your answer is ‘D’.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

[IBPS CWE (Bank Clerk) Exam 2015]

During the recession many companies will be forced to lay off workers.

(A) have the force to (B) be forced into

(C) forcibly have (D) No improvement

He wanted nothing else expecting to sleep after a stressful day at work.

(A) nothing better than (B) anything else unless

(C) nothing but having (D) No improvement

Ramesh took charge of the project, within a few days of having appointed?

(A) having an appointment (B) being appointed

(C) after being appointed (D) No improvement

It is difficult to work with him because he is one of those persons who think he is always right.
(A) think they are always (B) always thinks he is

(C) is always thinking they are (D) No improvement

Foreign businesses in developing countries have usually problems with lack of infrastructure and rigid laws.
(A) usual problems as (B) usually problems on

(C) the usual problems of (D) No improvement

[IBPS (Specialist Officer) Exam 2015]

People with persistent headaches are hence as likely to develop bed’s palsy even as research amount to other factors which could
increase the risk of conditions like diabetes.

(A) accounting at (B) accounting towards

(C) accounts for (D) No improvement

The actor and the producer has part ways due to differences over communication.
(A) have parted ways (B) have been way parting
(C) have parting away (D) No improvement

The State is reeled from the impact of acute financial crisis around the world.
(A) reeled at (B) reeling away
(C) reeling from (D) No improvement
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19.

20.

The reading club soon becoming a moving part for literature enthusiasts.

(A) soon became (B) becoming soon

(C) was became soon (D) No improvement

Having been confined to their homes for a week after a leopard was sighted, the villagers grew restless and frustrated.
(A) As confine to (B) Have being confining at

(C) Been confining at (D) No improvement

SSC EXAMINATIONS

Directions: In the following questions, a sentence/part of the sentence is printed in bold. Below are given alternatives to the
bold sentence/part of the sentence which may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement

is needed, your answer is ‘“No Improvement’. [SSC CAPFs & Delhi Police SI Exam 2016]
1. contradicted against him.
(A) contradicted over (B) No improvement
(C) contradicted (D) contradicted with
2. You must accustom yourself with new ideas.
(A) accustomed yourself with (B) accustom yourself to
(C) No improvement (D) get accustom to
3. You should cut off on the amount of cigarettes you smoke.
(A) No improvement (B) cut up
(C) cut down (D) cut out
4. No sooner than it stopped raining, the children went out.
(A) Did it stopped raining than (B) No improvement
(C) Had it stopped raining than (D) Did it stop raining than
5. Try to lower the amount of fat in your diet.
(A) cut (B) No improvement
(C) reduce (D) lose

Directions: A sentence/a part of the sentence is underlined. Below are given alternatives to the underlined part which
may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed choose ‘No improvement’.

6.

10.

11.

[SSC CAPFs & Delhi Police, SI & Assistant SI Exam 2016]
You cannot forbid him leaving.

(A) his leaving (B) No improvement
(C) he leaving (D) him to leave

I would gladly accompany your sister if you had asked me

(A) will gladly accompany (B) would have gladly
(C) would gladly accompanied (D) No improvement
Helen Keller’s efforts to rehabilitate herself despite her triple handicap.

(A) manage (B) No improvement
(C) reinstate (D) readapt

I met the two girls, which | believe, are identical twins.

(A) whom, | thought are (B) who, to my belief, are
(C) No improvement (D) who, I believe are
College students went at the rampage in the city yesterday

(A) No improvement (B) on a rampage

(C) with the rampage (D) over the rampage’

[SSC CGL Exam 2015]

I took my mother some grapes when she was in hospital.
(A) | brought my mother some grapes (B) I took some grapes for my mother
(C) I took for my mother some grapes (D) No improvement



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

She insisted on she was innocent.
(A) insisted on that
(C) insisted with

If | will get an opportunity, | shall attend the seminar.

(A) shall get

(C) get

\We met yesterday, haven’t we?
(A) didn’t we?

(C)isn’tit?

You must endure what you cannot cure.

(A) prevail

(C) suffer

He does not laugh, nor he smiles.
(A) nor he does smile

(C) nor does he smile

The world is being faced with a crisis.
(A) confronted
(C) in front of

She could not help but laugh.
(A) laughing
(C) laughter
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(B) insisted that
(D) No improvement

(B) got
(D) No improvement

(B) hadn’t we?
(D) No improvement

(B) accept
(D) No improvement

(B) neither he does smile
(D) No improvement

(B) facing
(D) No improvement

(B) but laughing
(D) No improvement

The others shook their heads and made vague noises of approval.

(A) turned around
(C) hung
Both the teams played the game fairly.

(A) fairly played the game
(C) played a fair game

She said that she was glad to be here that evening.

(A) to have been here
(C) to come here

(B) nodded
(D) No improvement

(B) played fairly the game
(D) No improvement

(B) to be there
(D) No improvement

The glass figurine that was being shown in the store window appealed to me.

(A) that was exhibited
(C) that was advertised

(B) that was on display
(D) No improvement

The practice of starving the children in order to cure diarrhoea also aggravates the situation.

(A) starve children

(C) starving child

If he has time he will telephone.
(A)would

(C) might

We do not believe in a dual policy of the company.

(A) in these dual
(C) in this dual

(B) starving children
(D) No improvement

(B) could
(D) No improvement

(B) on these dual
(D) No improvement

The notorious criminal went to the police to go to prison.

(A) surrendered himself before the police

(C) submitted to the police

(B) gave himself up for the police
(D) No improvement

He met European lady at the conference who works for an NGO.

(A) European lady who works for an NGO at the conference.
(B) a European lady who works for an NGO, at the conference
(C) an European lady at the conference who works for an NGO.

(D) No improvement
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28. He is somehow tall for his age.

(A) much (B) many

(C) rather (D) No improvement
29. This news is too good to be true.

(A) so good that it cannot be true (B) cannot be true

(C) so good that it should be true (D) No improvement

_30. 1did not see you for a long time.

(A) saw (B) have not been seeing

(C) have not seen (D) No improvement
31. Drinking tea is an English habit.

(A) convention (B) custom

(C) tradition (D) No improvement
32. He is wanting in a little common sense.

(A)is lacking in (B) needs some

(C) lacks (D) No improvement
33. The second pigeon flew just as the first pigeon had flown.

(A) one had flown away (B) had done

(C) one had done (D) No improvement
34. The old man has acquired experience through age.

(A) experience (B) got experience

(C) developed experience (D) No improvement
35. Water and soil pollutants find their entry into the body through ingestion of contaminated water or food.

(A) injection of contaminated (B) passage of contaminated

(C) digestion of contaminated (D) No improvement
36. He lives from the station.

(A)a long way from the station (B) off the station

(C) away from the station (D) No improvement
37. Mumbai is famous because of its textiles.

(A)in (B) for

(C)at (D) No improvement
38. They spoke about the weather.

(A) talked (B) expressed

(C) said (D) No improvement
39. Mr. Mukherjee knows ten languages, isn’t it?

(A) hasn’t he (B) doesn’t he

(C) doesn’t Mr. Mukherjee (D) No improvement
40. It’s high time that you go home.

(A) went (B) gone

(C) are going (D) No improvement
41. We have been retracing our steps to the log cabin ten minutes ago.

(A) had to retrace (B) have to retrace

(C) will be retracing (D) No improvement
42. He could not be able to think logically because of his illness.

(A) cannot be able (B) was not able

(C) can be unable (D) No improvement

43. River Damodar in West Bengal carry the effluents from the Durgapur industrial complex for miles.
(A) carries the effluents (B) carries the effluence
(C) carried to effluents (D) No improvement
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45.
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50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.
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I hope you will be able to steer ahead of the anti-social elements.

(A) steer out (B) steer clear

(C) steer free (D) No improvement

The blue whale was thriving in all of the world’s oceans until the turn of the century, at which time they became hunted to the point
of extinction.

(A) The blue whale was thriving in all of the world’s oceans up until the turn of the century.

(B) Blue whales were thriving in all of the world’s oceans until the turn of the century

(C) At the turn of the century, blue whales were thriving in all of the world’s oceans.

(D) No improvement

They were being commanded to wait till the signal was given.

(A) given command (B) commanded

(C) command (D) No improvement

He bowed down at the altar.

(A) in front of the altar (B) next to the altar

(C) before the altar (D) No improvement

I was struck by his singular appearance.

(A) struck by his single appearance (B) has stricken his single appearance
(C) struck by how he singularly appears (D) No improvement
The climate of Shillong is some what like Kohima.

(A) as Kohima (B) as Kohima

(C) like Kohima’s (D) No improvement
John decided to go to the Advocate General to clear his name of the accusation.
(A) to clears his name (B) to cleared his name
(C) to wash his name (D) No improvement

[SSC CAPFs & Delhi Police SI Exam 2015]

We must work with all our might and means; otherwise we cannot succeed.

(A) full force (B) complete trust

(C) exceptional skill (D) No improvement

The sailors nailed their colours to their mast.

(A) put up a colourful mast (B) refused to climb down

(C) took over the ship (D) decided to abandon the ship
We had better batten down the hatches. The weather is unpredictable.

(A) stay in-door (B) prepare for a difficult situation
(C) go somewhere safe (D) No improvement

It is difficult to have a sensible discussion with her as she flies off at a tangent.

(A) gets carried away (B) starts discussing something irrelevant
(C) loses her temper easily (D) No improvement

The students found it hard to go at equal speed with the professor.

(A) get away from (B) put up with

(C) keep up with (D) No improvement

He will revise it when he comes back.

(A) when he come back (B) on coming back

(C) when he came back (D) No improvement

The members of the student’s union did not give the examination in protest.
(A) did not write (B) did not sit for
(C) did not show up for (D) No improvement
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58.

59.

60.

She was kept from her assignment because of her loguacious room-mate.

(A) noisy (B) irritating

(C) talkative (D) No improvement
James epitomizes everything that a leader should be.

(A) worships (B) loves

(C) adores (D) No improvement
The businessman is respectively connected.

(A) respectfully (B) respectably

(C) receptively (D) No improvement

Directions: A part of the sentence is bold. Below are given alternative to the bold part as A, B and C which may
improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed, your answer is ‘D’.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

[RRB (Office Asst.-Multipurpose) Exam 2014]

In order to look taller, we should use pencil heels instead block heels.

(A) instead of (B) despite

(C) in spite of (D) No improvement

This move is expected for mitigate the effects of a depleting water supply by making use of surface or canal water.
(A) expects of (B) is expectation of

(C) is expected to (D) No improvement

Do you know that dressing properly for an interview can earns you those brownie extra points which will help you get that dream
job?

(A)can earn (B) will earning

(C) earned (D) No improvement

The craze for private hands has caught the fancy of the city’s residents.

(A) catch the fancy (B) caught fancy

(C) catching fancy (D) No improvement

The trend of wearing boots in something that has most sure come around this season.
(A) most surely (B) very certainly

(C) most certainly (D) No improvement

[SSC (10+2 Level) Exam 2014]
Having completion of the course, the students left college.
(A) On completion of (B) In order to complete
(C) Down the completion (D) No improvement
Will you please give me a warm glass of water?
(A) Will you please give me a glass of warm water?
(B) Will you please give | a warm glass of water?
(C) Would you please give | a warm glass of water?
(D) No improvement

Boil the potatoes and then crush it until soft.

(A) Smash it (B) Knead it

(C) Mash it (D) No improvement

They presented him a beautiful expensive designer gold pen.

(A) an expensive designer beautiful gold (B) a beautiful gold expensive designer
(C) a designer gold beautiful expensive (D) No improvement

Hitler was an absolute potentate.

(A) dictator (B) militant

(C) ruler (D) No improvement

Directions: A part of the sentence is underlined. Below are given alternative to the underlined part as A, B and C which
may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed, your answer is ‘D’.

[CAPFs & Delhi Police SI Exam 2014]
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72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

Please ask the student what is his surname.
(A) what his surname is
(C) what was his surname

The good that men do is often gone with them.
(A) engraved with them
(C) buried with them

Your unlikely story will hold no water.

(A) not hold water

(C) not be holding any water

He came here with a view of getting my approval.
(A) with a view for

(C) with a view to

Sentence Improvement

(B) what his surname was
(D) No improvement

(B) carried with them
(D) No improvement

(B) not hold any water
(D) No improvement

(B) with a view on
(D) No improvement

Please try to solve the problem in a manner different from what you have done so far.

(A) you have been doing
(C) you did

(B) you were doing
(D) No improvement

The person who will return the lost wallet will be rewarded.

(A) who the lost wallet returns

(C) who returns the lost wallet

Sleep is important who works in day and night.
(A) for those who work day and night

(C) whom work in day and night

The demonstration passed off peacefully.
(A) passed away
(C) passed on

(B) who would return the lost wallet
(D) No improvement

(B) for who work all day and night
(D) No improvement

(B) passed out
(D) No improvement

You are warned against committing the same mistake again.

(A) to commit
(C) against to commit

Already there is sign of labour unrest.

(A) Already are there signs of a labour unrest
(B) There are signs of labour unrest

(C) Already there are signs of labour unrest
(D) No improvement

(B) for committing
(D) No improvement

The tins of kerosene caught fire stored on the jetty.
(A) The kerosene tins caught fire stored on the jetty
(B) The tins of stored kerosene on the jetty caught fire
(C) The tins of kerosene stored on the jetty caught fire

(D) No improvement

The building has been forsaken for years; several sections of the roof have fallen in.

(A) cast away
(C) kept away

(B) derelict
(D) No improvement

The good fortune of being a musician in my youth has helped me in my professional life.

(A) of my being
(C) of my having been

(B) of myself being
(D) No improvement

Writing a beautiful sonnet is as much an achievement as to finish a 400-page novel.

(A) it is to finish
(C) if you finished

(B) finishing
(D) No improvement

The word processor has revolutionized office procedures more than any machine of modern times.

(A) any other machine has
(C) any other machine

(B) has any other machine
(D) No improvement
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86. | have studied the works of George Bernard Shaw not only for their plots but also because they are very witty.

(A) because they are also very witty (B) also for their wit
(C) because they are very witty also (D) No improvement
87. Seventy-four applications were received, of whom the better were selected for detailed review.
(A) from which were selected the better (B) of which the best were selected
(C) from whom were selected the best (D) No improvement
88. | wrote him a letter of condolence of his father’s decease.
(A) on his father’s decease (B) in his father decease
(C) on his father’s disease (D) No improvement
89. Maize is not so popular than many other cereals.
(A) as popular than (B) that popular as
(C) as popular as (D) No improvement
90. The doctor reassured that the operation was a routine one.
(A) is reassuring (B) reassured me
(C) was reassuring (D) No improvement

91. Amitabh Bachchan carried the Olympic torch that he tweeted was an unforgettable experience.
(A) Amitabh Bachchan tweeted that carrying the Olympic torch was an unforgettable experience.
(B) Amitabh Bachchan carrying the Olympic torch tweeted that it was an unforgettable experience.
(C) That it was an unforgettable experience carrying the Olympic torch Amitabh Bachchan tweeted
(D) No improvement

92. No sooner had the destruction completed than mother walked in.
(A) No sooner “did the destruction complete than mother walked in.
(B) No sooner had the destruction been completed than mother walked in.
(C) No sooner was the destruction completed than mother walked in.
(D) No improvement

[SSC FCI Assistant G-111 Exam 2013]

93. The train left before he has reached the station.

(A) reaches (B) will reach

(C) reached (D) No improvement
94. We must start now unless it will be too late.

(A) but (B) or

(C) until (D) No improvement
95. Don’t worry, there is less time for the train to arrive.

(A) many (B) enough

(C) more (D) No improvement
96. | was mad on him.

(A)at (B) towards

(C) for (D) No improvement
97. He decided to reveal the corruption in his department to the media.

(A) expose (B) show

(C) disclose (D) No improvement

Directions: A part of the sentence is bold. Below are given alternatives to the bold part as A, B and C which may
improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed, your answer is ‘D’.
[SSC (10+2 Level) Exam 2013]

98. If a man remains as careful as he is in the beginning, there will be no failure.
(A) he at the beginning (B) he was in the beginning
(C) he in the beginning (D) No improvement
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99. Complete the formalities of registration of the workshop before you enter the hall.

(A) formalities of registration for (B) formalities to register for
(C) formalities to registering for (D) No improvement

100. After getting a severe scolding from his mother, Raghu got down to business.
(A) became businesslike (B) began to work seriously
(C) joined his father’s business (D) started a business

101. The young servant goes about with the old master.
(A) goes around (B) tries to know more about
(C) adjusts well (D) moves around

102. The mother was right in giving a piece of her mind to the daughter.
(A) speaking cheerfully (B) speaking sadly
(C) speaking sharply (D) speaking kindly

[SSC (10+2 Level) DEO & LDC Exam 2013]

103. Complete the formalities of registration of the workshop before you enter the hall.

(A) formalities to register for (B) formalities to registering for
(C) formalities of registration for (D) No improvement
104. If a man remains as careful as he is in the beginning, there will be no failure.
(A) he was in the beginning (B) he in the beginning
(C) he at the beginning (D) No improvement

[SSC CAPFs & Delhi Police SI Exam 2013]
105. The sun blazed down at the hunter as he took up position behind the boulder.

(A) against the hunter (B) down upon the hunter
(C) on the hunter (D) No improvement
106. We must have serious reading for the mind as we need wholesome and nutritious food for the body.
(A) like we need (B) like as we need
(C) just as we need (D) No improvement
107. | came up these old photographs when | was clearing the cupboard.
(A) came with (B) came across
(C) came at (D) No improvement
108. The government gave a gift of 10,000 to the engine driver who averted a major accident.
(A) ex gratia (B) in camera
(C) in absentia (D) No improvement
109. Poets often use archaic words that are no longer in use for the sake of greater effect.
(A) that are not any longer used (B) that are used no longer
(C) that no longer are used (D) No improvement

Directions: A part of the sentence is underlined. Below are given alternatives to the underlined part at (A), (B), (C)
which may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed your answer is (D).
[SSC FCI Assistant G-111 Exam 2012]

110. The music show began when we arrived in the hall.

(A) had begun (B) had began

(C) would begin (D) No improvement
111. There will be black murder when she hears this.

(A) red (B) blue

(C) pink (D) No improvement
112. The congregation believes that it has selected a suitable preacher.

(A) it has been selected (B) it have selected

(C) it has select (D) No improvement
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113.

114,

115.

116.

117.

118.

119.

My group of tenth-graders are such well behaved.

(A) is so well behaved (B) are so well behaved
(C) is such well behaved (D) No improvement
My admonishing to him will not change his mind.

(A) admonishing at him (B) admonishing him
(C) admonishing for him (D) No improvement
She gave most of her time to dance.

(A) lent (B) spent

(C) devoted (D) No improvement
The people criticised the terrorist attack.

(A) condoned (B) condemned

(C) conceded (D) No improvement
Surbhi’s father did not want her to have spent all her money at the fair.

(A) to be spending (B) to have been spending.
(C) to spend (D) No improvement
Basmati rice is more superior than most other varieties of rice.

(A) superior than (B) more superior to
(C) superior to (D) No improvement
Those were the days when we would all go out together.

(A)will all go out (B) will be going out
(C) would have been going (D) No improvement

Directions: In the following questions, a part of the sentence is printed in bold. Below are given alternatives to the bold
part at (A), (B), (C) which may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed

your answer is (D). [SSC FCI Assistant G-111 Exam 2012]
120. His life is hanging with a thread.
(A) From (B) by
(C)to (D) No improvement
121. After twenty years of exile, the prisoner was in the end of his tether.
(A)on : (B) though
(C)at (D) No improvement
122. Grandfather is often so tired that he drops — in his armchair.
(A) slides away (B) falls out
(C) sips in (D) No improvement
123. The court was forced to respect the profundity of the learned judge’s knowledge.
(A) probity (B) proximity
(C) prodigality (D) No improvement
124. He has lost his nearly all many pets.
(A) all his nearly many pets (B) his many pets nearly all of them
(C) nearly all his many pets (D) No improvement
125. 1 give key to my wrist watch every day.
(A)wind down (B) wound up
(C) wind (D) No improvement
126. We did a test when the lights went out.
(A) have been doing (B) were doing
(C) had done (D) No improvement
127. The frightened convict wept for mercy.
(A) mumbled (B) pleaded

(C) shouted (D) No improvement



128.

129.

He put up a lot of work on that article.
(A)putin

(C) put over

The beggar was satisfied with his lowly meal.
(A) miserly

(C) meager
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(B) put down
(D) No improvement

(B) mean
(D) No improvement

Directions: A part of the sentence is underlined. Below are given alternatives to the underlined part at (A), (B) and (C)
which may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed you answer is (D).

130.

131.

132.

133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

139.

140.

141.

A pair of shoes have been purchased by me.

(A) has been

(C) would been

When | shall go to Agra, | shall visit the Taj Mahal.
(A) have gone

(©) 9o

You must apologise with him for this.

(A)to

(C) for

Since he worked hard he failed to secure good grades.

(A) As
(C) Though

[SSC FCI Assistant G-111 Exam 2012]

(B) has being
(D) No improvement

(B) shall travel
(D) No improvement

(B) of
(D) No improvement

(B) When
(D) No improvement

The minister agreed will answer questions on television.

(A) to answer
(C) with answering

We hurried to the door, but nobody is there.
(A) nobody was there
(C) nobody were there

(B) for answering
(D) No improvement

[SSC SSC CAPFs & Delhi Police Exam 2012]

(B) nobody are there
(D) No improvement

I cannot say it to you right now. We will discuss it tomorrow.

(A) demand

(C) explain

Let’s buy a new sari with the annual bonus, can we?
(A) shall we?

(C)isn’tit?

He is not only a good teacher but a good man.
(A) instead also

(C) but also

The position gives an excellent remuneration.
(A) offers

(C) holds

Babies like milk, isn’t it?

(A) don’t they?

(C) do they?

Don’t lean against this wall, it would collapse.
(A) must

(C) might

(B) expect
(D) No improvement

(B) could we?
(D) No improvement

(B) but seldom
(D) No improvement

(B) carries
(D) No improvement

[SSC (10+2 Level) DEO & LDC Exam 2012]

(B) is it?
(D) No improvement

(B) shall
(D) No improvement
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142. The police caught the victim red handed.

(A) thief (B) the prisoner

(C) the thief (D) No improvement
143. This house belongs to the Yadavs.

(A) Yadav (B) Yadav’s

(C) Yadavs (D) No Improvement
144. 1 am having more than 100 books.

(A) had (B) have

(C) have had (D) No improvement
145. She is enough mature to take her own decisions.

(A) old enough (B) enough old

(C) enough (D) No improvement
146. She is_happiest of all.

(A) more happier than all (B) the happiest of all

(C) most happiest of all (D) No improvement

Directions: In the following questions, a part of the sentence is printed in bold. Below are given alternatives to the bold
part at (A), (B), (C) which may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed,

your answer is (D). [SSC (10+2 Level) DEO & LDC Exam 2012]
147. The one factor that governs progress of a nation is education.
(A) Single factor (B) Primary factor
(C) One of the factors (D) No improvement
148. You are getting a beautiful salary.
(A)a smart (B) a handsome
(C) a heavy (D) no improvement
149. | watched him fell.
(A) him fall (B) him to fell
(C) him to falling (D) no improvement
150. Mr. Sharma was stubborn that his son will attend coaching classes.
(A) amazed (B) determined
(C) doubtful (D) pleased
151. We want the leader to be he who works for the people.
(A) to be the leader (B) to be he
(C) to be a person (D) no improvement
152. 1 do not think it would not rain.
(A) will rain (B) should not rain
(C) should rain (D) will not rain
153. 1 am working here from 2008.
(A) have been working here since (B) have worked here from
(C) have been working here from (D) No improvement
154. Myself Rajesh Mehta.
(A) Myselves (B) Myself is
(C)lam (D) No improvement
155. The qualities which have supported Tilak and given him his hard-earned success have been rare in Indian politics.
(A) gave (B) had given
(C) have given (D) No improvement

156. Have you taken breakfast?
(A) had (B) eaten
(C) done (D) No improvement



157.

158.

159.

160.

161.

162.

163.

164.

165.

166.
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You can’t get good marks unless you don’t work hard.

(A) till you don’t

(C) until you don’t

I am having two sisters.

(A) have had

(C) had

They will arrive today night.

(A) at night

(C) at night today

The offer is very good so it just can’t be true.
(A) so good to

(C) too good to

Sujata was junior to me in college.
(A) junior than

(C) junior of

My friend went abroad last week.
(A) Has gone

(C) had gone

(B) unless you
(D) No improvement

(B) have
(D) No imprudent

(B) tonight
(D) No improvement

(B) rather good to
(D) No improvement

(B) junior most to
(D) No improvement

(B) went to
(D) No improvement

One of me teacher has received the Sahitya Akademi award.

(A) the teacher
(C) teacher

(B) my teacher
(D) No improvement

If | had gone to Mumbai, | would surely bring your books.

(A) would have surely brought
(C) might have brought

(B) could have surely brought
(D) No improvement

The bell was ringing and ringing but no one picked up the phone.

(A) rang and rang
(C) was ringing repeatedly

(B) rang repeatedly
(D) No improvement

Sachin Tendulkar has completed a hundred centuries hasn’t he?

(A) has he?
(C) didn’t he?

(B) isn’tit?
(D) No improvement

Directions: A part of the sentence is underlined. Below the given alternatives to the underlined part, at (A), (B), (C)
which may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed, your answer is (D).

167.

168.

169.

170.

171.

She is my better half.

(A) wife

(C) partner

The Prime Minister has gone to Brazil, isn’t it?
(A) has he?

(C) didn’t he?

They were congratulated him for his birthday.
(A) congratulated him for

(C) congratulated him on

My cousin sister is a teacher.

(A) cousin

(C) cousin brother

The news is so good but it can’t be true.
(A) too good to

(C) rather good to

[SSC (10+2 Level) DEO & LDC Exam 2012]

(B) Mrs.
(D) No improvement

(B) hasn’t he?
(D) No improvement

(B) were congratulated him on
(D) No improvement

(B) cousin’s sister
(D) No improvement

(B) very good to
(D) No improvement
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172.

173.

| had lived in this house since 2005.

(A)am living (B) have been living
(C) have lived (D) No improvement
Keeping away from controversy is best policy.

(A) a better policy (B) the best policy
(C) most best policy (D) No improvement

Directions: In the following questions, a part of the sentence is printed in bold. Below are given alternatives to the body
part at (A), (B) and (C) which may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed,

your answer is (D). [SSC (10+2 Level) DEO & LDC Exam 2012]
174. The trek is difficult but it is worth well the endeavour.
(A) well worth the endeavour (B) worth the endeavour well
(C) the endeavour well worth (D) No improvement
175. The manager was given a holiday and so he decided to go to the hitch-hiking.
(A) for the hitch-hiking (B) for hitch-hiking
(C) hitch-hiking (D) No improvement
176. Goaded to frenzy, the bull charged its tormentors.
(A) the tormentors were charged by the bull (B) the tormentors were being charged by the bull
(C) the bull charged on its tormentors (D) No improvement
177. The war was a time of tribulation for all of us.
(A) intimacy (B) placidity
(C) stupidity (D) No improvement
178. The temptations that bestow young people today are ruining them.
(A) appeal (B) beset
(C) confront (D) No improvement
179. We kept all the old paintings in a place where they would remain safe from harm or danger.
(A) will remain safe (B) are safe
(C) may remain safe (D) No improvement
180. The tragedy is reflection of an episode that took place a decade ago.
(A) rendition (B) reincarnation
(C) reminiscent (D) No improvement

Directions: In the following questions, a part of the sentence is printed in bold. Below are given alternatives to the bold
part at (A), (B), and (C) which may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative in case no improvement is needed

your answer is (D). [SSC Stenographer(Gr. C&D) Exam 2012]
181. Strangely enough the candidates restricted themselves to small rallies and kept away from some rural areas.
(A) the candidates restricted their selves (B) the candidates were restricted to themselves
(C) the candidates have restricted their selves (D) No improvement
182. The man who will score the maximum points, will carry the trophy.
(A) who scores the maximum points (B) who the maximum points scores
(C) who would score the maximum points (D) No improvement
183. Japanese armies effort to destroy the allied forces at Imphal and invade India, but were driven back into Burma,
(A) attempted to destroy (B) experimented to destroy
(C) strengthened to destruct (D) No improvement
184. India is one of the most vibrant democracies of the world.
(A) brightest democracy (B) vibrant democracy
(C) lively democracies (D) No improvement
185. He stopped to work an hour ago.
(A) worked (B) to have worked

(C) working (D) No improvement
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186. My teacher is the kinder of all.

(A)kind (B) kindly

(C) kindest (D) No improvement
187. The accident occurred in the centre of the road.

(A) middle (B) path

(C) way (D) No improvement
188. Hardly had I reached the station when the train stated.

(A) then (B) than

(C) since (D) No improvement
189. He is willful to help you.

(A) willingly (B) willing

(C) willfully (D) No improvement
190. His father died when he was very young.

(A) broke down (B) passed away

(C) took off (D) No improvement

Directions: A part of the sentence is underlined. Below are given alternatives to the underlined part at (A), (B), and
(C), which may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed, your answer
is (D). [SSC CAPFs & Delhi Police SI Exam 2012]

191. How many copies did we sent with the order?

(A) sent we (B) did we send

(C) have we send (D) No improvement
192. TIcan’t find my glasses, you saw them anywhere?

(A) have you seen (B) saw you

(C) are you seeing (D) No improvement
193. Their product is marketed more imaginatively this season.

(A) is been marketed
(C) is marketing

(B) is being marketed
(D) No improvement

194. If you placed ice in warm water, it soon melts.

(A) will place (B) would place

(C) place (D) No improvement
195. The level of discount is depending on the size of the order that is placed.

(A) depends on (B) depends with

(C) is depending upon (D) No improvement
196. We are looking forward to seeing you at next year’s conference.

(A) to see (B) seeing

(C) that we will see (D) no improvement
197. The warehouse entrance is opposite to the main car park.

(A) opposite (B) opposite of

(C) opposite from (D) No improvement
198. The new price lists are being printing and will be available in a few days.

(A) will be printed (B) are printed

(C) are being printed (D) No improvement
199. He told us that he had been applying for a new job.

(A) had applied (B) applies

(C) is applying (D) No improvement
200. Have you finish writing the report of the meeting?

(A)Have you finished

(C) will you have finished

(B) Do you finish
(D) No improvement
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201. Mr. Kaul has been head of this department since ten years.

(A) has been head of this department for (B) is head of this department for

(C) is head of this department since (D) No improvement
202. The number of orders went up because we increased prices by 15%.

(A)when (B) although

©if (D) No improvement
203. Mr. lyer is the man, whose office you’ll be sharing this month.

(A) man of whom the (B) man with whom the

(C) man whose (D) No improvement
204. The documents arrived on Thursday, didn’t they?

(A) weren’t they? (B) haven’t they?

(C) arrived they? (D) No improvement
205. 1 have just sent our brochure, which should arrive next week.

(A) | just have sent (B) just I have sent

(C) I have just send (D) No improvement
206. To assist an English course can be an interesting experience.

(A) To attend (B) Attending

(C) Assisting (D) No improvement
207. If 1 don’t succeed this year, | will give the examination again next year.

(A) will take (B) will repeat

(C) shall give (D) No improvement
208. The paper started on time, didn’t it?

(A) hadn’t it? (B) did it?

(C)isn’tit? (D) No improvement
209. When the post will arrive, I’1l bring it to your office.

(A)arrives (B) shall arrive

(C) is going to arrive (D) No improvement
210. He went out of his way to oblige his superiors.

(A) on his way (B) in his way

(C) beyond is way (D) No improvement
211. | can’t be put with this insult.

(A) put upon (B) put up

(C) put by (D) No improvement

Directions: A part of the sentence is underlined, Below are given alternatives to the underlined part at (A), (B) and (C)
which may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed your answer is (D).
[SSC (10+2 Level) DEO & LDC Exam 2011]

212. All the students have passed out of the final examination.

(A) passed on (B) passed away

(C) passed (D) No improvement
213. The greater part of the building has been destroyed.

(A) spoiled (B) demolished

(C) disturbed (D) No improvement
214. This is one of the best novels that have appeared this year.

(A) that (B) that has

(C) to have (D) No improvement
215. This course does not have any requirements.

(A) reason (B) technique

(C) prerequisite (D) No improvement



216.

217.

218.

219.

220.

221.
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They abstained to speak ill of others.

(A) to speaking (B) from speaking
(C) to speak to (D) No improvement
The judge asked the lawyer to be consistent with proof in the case.

(A) corroboration (B) testimony

(C) evidence (D) No improvement
Raju requested me to his birthday party tomorrow.

(A) indulged (B) invited

(C) inspired (D) No improvement
Enlightenment were a state of relaxed awareness.

(A) had (B) has

©)is (D) No improvement
I complimented him for his success in the examination.

(A) out (B) on

(C) at (D) No improvement
He should not had ignored his friend.

(A) should not have (B) should have not
(C) should not has (D) No improvement

Directions: In the following questions, a part of the sentence is printed in bold. Below are given alternatives to the bold
part at (A), (B), (C), which may improve the sentence, chose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed,

your answer is (D). [SSC Delhi Police SI Exam 2011]
222. We hurried to the door, but nobody is there.
(A) nobody was there (B) nobody are there
(C) nobody were there (D) No improvement
223. | cannot say it to you right now. We will discuss it tomorrow.
(A) demand (B) expect
(C) explain (D) No improvement
224, Let’s buy a new sari with the annual bonus, can we?
(A) shall we? (B) could we?
(C)isn’tit? (D) No improvement
225. Heis not only a good teacher but a good man.
(A) instead also (B) but seldom
(C) but also (D) No improvement
226. The position given an excellent remuneration.
(A) offers (B) carries
(C) holds (D) No improvement
[SSC CGL (Tier-11) Exam 2011]
227. The ground was wet outside when I got up in the morning yesterday. It had been raining all in the night.
(A)rained all in (B) been raining all through
(C) raining all in (D) No improvement
228. The Women’s Emancipation Bill was sent back to the Lok Sabha by the President for further examination.
(A) further scrutiny (B) further reading
(C) further perusal (D) No improvement
229. The Finance Minister said that he would work for the impartial distribution of wealth.

(A) equitable (B) just
(C) fair (D) No improvement
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230. Will you lend me few rupees in this hour of need?

(A) borrow me a few rupees (B) lend me any rupees
(C) lend me a few rupees (D) No improvement
231. After the heavy rains last week, the water in the lake raised another two feet.
(A) would raise another two feet (B) raise another two feet
(C) rose another two feet (D) No improvement
232. Unless you work hard, you will not pass.
(A) As long as you work hard (B) Till you work hard
(C) Until you work hard (D) No improvement
233. The minister was removed from a key post.
(A) thrown out (B) rusticated
(C) ousted (D) No improvement
234. Audacity is the mother of invention.
(A) Tenacity (B) Necessity
(C) Paucity (D) No improvement
235. Professionals must continuously improve their skills.
(A)hone (B) fine-tune
(C) explore (D) No improvement
236. Mr. Raj has been asked to submit details of his tax returns.
(A) give (B) furnish
(C) disclose (D) No improvement
237. More than 60 percent of India’s population lives under the poverty line.
(A) live below the poverty line (B) stay below the poverty line
(C) stay under the poverty line (D) live beside the poverty line.
238. Since we are living in Bangalore for five years, we are reluctant to move to another city.
(A) Sine we were living. (B) Being that we have been living
(C) Being that we living (D) Since we have been living.
239. Being too costly for him, he could not buy the coat.
(A) It being too costly for him (B) He being too costly.
(C) Being it too costly (D) No improvement.
240. No sooner has she agreed to marry him than she started having terrible doubts.
(A) She no sooner had agreed (B) No sooner had she agreed
(C) No sooner did she agreed (D) No improvement
241. 1didn’t need to water the flowers. Just after I finished it started raining.
(A) I didn’t water the plants (B) I needn’t water the plants.
(C) I needn’t have watered the flowers (D) No improvement
242. He complained of having tortured by the police.
(A) having been tortured (B) Tortured
(C) Been tortured (D) No improvement
243. The orphans have been clamoring for nutritious food from the past two weeks.
(A) for past (B) since the past
(C) for the past (D) No improvement
244. The good fortune of being your student in my younger days has helped me greatly in my life
(A) of my being your student (B) of my myself being your student
(C) of my having been your student (D) No improvement
245, He should not had done it.
(A) should had not (B) should not have

(C) should have (D) should had
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246. 1 will now deal with him in a manner different from the one | have adopted so far.
(A) | adopted (B) I was adopting
(C) I have been adopting (D) No improvement

Directions: In these questions, a part of the sentence is underlined. Below are given alternatives to the underlined part at
(A), (B) and (C) which may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed your

answer is (D). [SSC (10+2 Level) DEO & LDC Exam 2010]
247. Children like to eat sweets, isn’t it?

(A) do they? (B) is It?

(C) don’t they? (D) No improvement
248. He was so afraid that his knees knocked one another.

(A) one against (B) each other

(C) both (D) No improvement
259. She had read Oliver Twist when she had been fourteen years old.

(A) had become (B) has become

(C) was (D) No improvement
250. All the candidates will give a test on Friday.

(A) appear (B) take

(C) accept (D) No improvement
251. He took disadvantage of the situation and cheated many people.

(A) chance (B) advantage

(C) disapproval (D) No improvement

Directions: In the following questions, a part of the sentence is printed in bold. Below are given alternatives to the bold
partat (A), (B) and (C) which may improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed,

your answer is (D). [SSC Graduate Level (Tier-1) Exam]
252. Sordid and sensational books tend to vitiate the public taste.
(A) Divide (B) Distract
(C) Distort (D) No improvement
253. By studying AIDS has engaged many researchers in the last decade.
(A) Important study (B) Now that the study
(C) The study of (D) No improvement
254. His Master’s thesis was highly estimated and is now being prepared for publication.
(A) Was highly discussed (B) Was highly commended
(C) Is highly appraised (D) Non improvement
255. No sooner has she realized her blunder than she began to take corrective measures.
(A) then she began to take (B) than she began taking
(C) When she began to take (D) No improvement
256. A good scholar must be precise and possess originality.
(A) Must be precise and original (B) Must be possess precision and original
(C) Must be precision and possess originality (D) No improvement

UPSC EXAMINATIONS

Directions: In this section, look at the underlined part of each sentence, Below each sentence are given three possible
substitutions, for the underlined part. If one of them (A), (B) or (C) is better than the underlined part, indicate your response
against the corresponding letter (A), (B) or (C). If none of the substitutions improves the sentence, indicate (d) as your
response. Thus a ‘No improvement’ response will be satisfied by the letter (D). [UPSC NDA/NA Exam 2016]
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

. When he heard the rhetorical speech of the leader, he was carried along by his enthusiasm.

(A) carried aloft (B) carried down
(C) carried away (D) No improvement
. After the heavy rains last week, the water in the lake raised another two feet._
(A) rose another two feet (B) arisen another two feet
(C) would raise another two feet (D) No improvement
. One can live and work in atown without being aware of the daily march of the sun across the sky without never seeing the moon
and stars.
(A) seldom (B) hardly
(C) ever (D) No improvement
. Applications of those who are graduates will be considered.
(A) whom are graduates (B) whose are graduates
(C) whom are only graduates (D) No improvement
. It is raining heavily all through this week.
(A) has rained (B) rains
(C) rained (D) No improvement
. The sparrow took no notice about the bread.
(A) notice of (B) notice from
(C) notice to (D) No improvement
. As he spoke about his achievements, his high claims amused us.
(A) big (B) tall
(C) long (D) No improvement
. We ought to stand for what isright.
(A) stand at (B) stand on
(C) stand up (D) No improvement
. Heenjoysto tell storiesto children.
(A) how to tell stories (B) telling stories
(C) to narrate stories (D) No improvement
In afew minutes time, when the clock strikes six, | would be waiting here for an hour.
(A) shall be waiting on (B) shall have been waiting
(C) shall wait (D) No improvement

[NDA Exam 2015]

Although India is still by far a poor country, it can become rich if its natural and human resources are fully utilised.

(A) few and far between (B) by and large

(C) by and by (D) No improvement

The more they earn, more they spend.

(A) More they earn, more they spend (B) More they earn, the more they spend

(C) The more the earn, the more they spend (D) No improvement

But in all these cases conversion from one scale to another is easy because the scales have been well-formulated.
(A) can be well-formulated (B) are well-formulated

(C) well-formulated (D) No improvement

Five years ago on this date, | am sitting in a small Japanese car, driving across Poland towards Berlin.
(A) was sitting (B) sat

(C) have been sitting (D) No improvement

The old man felled some trees in the garden with hardly no effort at all.
(A) hard effort (B) hardly any effort
(C) a hardly any effort (D) No improvement
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She says she’s already paid me back, but I can’t remember, so I’ll have to take her word.

(A) to take her word true (B) to take her at her word
(C) to take her word for it (D) No improvement

The workers are hell bent at getting what is due to them.

(A) hell bent on getting (B) hell bent for getting

(C) hell bent of getting (D) No improvement

His uncle deals on spare parts of tractors.

(A) deals with (B) deals for

(C) deals at (D) deals in

While we would like that all Indian children to go to school, we need to ponder why they do not.
(A) that all the Indian children (B) if all the children of India
(C) all Indian children (D) No improvement

Due to these reasons we are all in favour of universal compulsory education.

(A) Out of these reasons (B) For these reasons

(C) By these reasons (D) No improvement

When it was feared that the serfs might go too far and gain their freedom from serfdom, the Protestant leaders joined the princes
at crushing them.

(A) into crushing (B) in crushing

(C) without crushing (D) No improvement

In India, many of our intellectuals still talk in terms of the French revolution and the Rights of Man, not appreciating that much
has happened since then.

(A) much has been happening (B) much had happened
(C) much might happen (D) No improvement
Taxpayers are to be conscious of their privileges.

(A) have to (B) need

(C) ought to (D) No improvement

1 would have waited for you at the station if 1 knew that you would come.

(A) had known (B) was knowing

(C) have known (D) No improvement
No one could explain how a calm and balanced person like him could penetrate such a mindless act on his friends.
(A) perpetuate (B) perpetrate

(C) precipitate (D) No improvement

[CDS (1) Exam 2015]

We need honest workers, not people of redoubtable integrity.

(A) doubting (B) doubtful

(C) doubtless (D) No improvement
| expect every player here to be conversant at the rules of game.

(A)on (B) about

(C) with (D) No improvement
There is no alternate, so we must leave now.

(A) altering (B) alternative

(C) alternation (D) No improvement
If | were you, | would do it at once.

(A) was (B) am

(C) would be (D) No improvement
They set a strong guard, lest anyone could escape.

(A)would (B) might

(C) should (D) No improvement
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31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

The matter called up an explanation of his conduct.
(A)out

(C) for

The accused refused having murdered anybody.
(A) disagreed

(C) declaimed

We cannot trust a man who plays false and loose with others.
(A) false or loose

(C) fast and loose

(B) in

(D) No improvement

(B) denied
(D) No improvement

(B) fast or loose
(D) No improvement

He is still in vigorous health although he is on the right side of sixty.

(A) wrong

(C) negative

Any English are known for their practical instincts.
(A) some

(C) The

Fifty miles are a long distance to walk.

(A)is

(C) be

Economics today were not what is was a century ago.
(A)are

©)is

Hearing the news of the accident, he broke.

(A) broke down

(C) broke out

(B) left
(D) No improvement

(B) many
(D) No improvement

(B) become
(D) No improvement

(B) was
(D) No improvement

(B) broke up
(D) No improvement

The speaker asked the audience to bear upon him for a few minutes more.

(A)on

(C) for

Those men as are false to their friends should be avoided.
(A) The men

(C) Such men

Many people find it difficult to make both hands meet.
(A) both accounts
(C) both ends meet

Young children are not physically capable to carry these loads.
(A) have to carry these loads

(C) carry these loads

I enjoyed the ballet by a troupe of Russian dancers.
(A) troop

(C) trooper

The secretary threatened to resign his post.

(A) from his post

(C) for his post

By the time he arrived, everyone else had gone home.
(A)when he arrived

(C) by which he arrive

He has gone to Kolkata last week.
(A) went to Kolkata last week
(C) has proceeded to Kolkata last week

(B) with
(D) No improvement

(B) Men
(D) No improvement

(B) both hand to mouth
(D) No improvement

(B) of carrying these loads
(D) No improvement

(B) trouper
(D) No improvement

(B) to his post
(D) No improvement

(B) at which he arrived
(D) No improvement

[SCRA Exam 2014]

(B) has left for Kolkata last week
(D) No improvement
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If he would receive my letter in time, he would be able to change his plans.

(A) If he will receive my letter in time
(C) Since he would receive my letter in time

(B) If he receives my letter in time
(D) No improvement

| have been ringing the doorbell five times but no one has answered.

(A) I had been ringing the doorbell
(C) I have rung the doorbell

Raman is having a good ear for music.

(A) Raman has a good ear

(C) Raman is possessing a good ear

The new medicine made the children get better.
(A) the children to get better

(C) the children got better

When he will arrive, the band will play the National Anthem.

(A) After he will arrive

(C) When he arrives

I didn’t do it with the hopes to get something.

(A) with the hope to get something

(C) with the hope for getting something

The inheritance of ours is something to be proud of.
(A) This inheritance of our

(C) This inherited of ours

(B) I am ringing the doorbell
(D) No improvement

(B) Raman is owning a good ear
(D) No improvement

(B) the children getting better
(D) No improvement

(B) If he would arrive
(D) No improvement

(B) with the hope of getting something
(D) No improvement

(B) Our this inheritance
(D) No improvement

He will break up the marriage unless the promised dowry is paid to him before the ceremony starts.

(A) The marriage will break down
(C) He will break off the marriage

The cell usually comprises of two distinct forms of protoplasm.

(A) comprised of
(C) comprise of

(B) The marriage will be broken up by him
(D) No improvement

(B) comprises
(D) No improvement

The Planning Commission is drawing up a scheme of involve the scientists of the country.

(A) for involvement
(C) to involve

A Magnesium—Aluminium alloy has been developing for covering Uranium fuel elements in certain types of nuclear reactors.

(A) have been developed
(C) has been developed

(B) in involvement of
(D) No improvement

(B) is being develop
(D) No improvement

Tu-124 aircraft consumed excessive fuel comparing to modern fuel-efficient jets.

(A) compare with
(C) compared for

(B) compared to
(D) No improvement

The heads of safety-matches usually contain some sulphur or charcoal.

(A) head of safety matches
(C) head of safety match

There is no rain in our village for the last six months.
(A) has been

(C) had been

The police investigated into the matter.

(A) with the matter

(C) the matter

(B) heads of safety match
(D) No improvement

[CDS (1) Exam 2014]

(B) was
(D) No improvement

(B) at the matter
(D) No improvement

Ramachandra Murthy and his family have been in Guyana from 1985.

(A) since
(C)on

(B) about
(D) No improvement
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63. | am living in this town since 1980.

(A)was living (B) shall live

(C) have been living (D) No improvement
64. If I was you I should tell him the truth.

(A)am you (B) were you

(C) had been you (D) No improvement
65. He is better than any boy in the class.

(A) any boys (B) all the boys

(C) any other boy (D) No improvement
66. Anil ought not to tell me your secret, but he did.

(A)to be telling (B) tell

(C) to have told (D) No improvement
67. If 1 were him | would have not accepted the offer.

(A) If I was him (B) If I were he

(C) If I had he (D) No improvement

68. What the nation needs is people of character.

(A) are the people of character (B) are people of character

(C) is a people of character (D) No improvement

69. We now come to the important question of where this great swarm of galaxies have come from.
(A) have come (B) has come from
(C) are coming from (D) No improvement

70. Fewer rainfall means less traffic accidents, according to the experts’ report on highway safety.
(A) Less rainfall means fewer traffic accidents (B) Less rainfall means less traffic accidents

(C) Fewer rainfall means less traffic accidents (D) No improvement
71. | never saw you at the party yesterday.

(A) have not seen (B) did not see

(C) had never seen (D) No improvement
72. Ajeet is a bigger scholar than his brother.

(A) better (B) smaller

(C) superior (D) No improvement
73. 1 did not wait for him because he went out before | arrived.

(A) has gone out (B) had gone out

(C) had been out (D) No improvement
74. Whenever | saw him, he has been reading the same novel.

(A) had been reading (B) read

(C) was reading (D) No improvement
75. Since the beginning of the term, we are spending a lot of time on poetry.

(A) spent (B) will spend

76.

7.

78.

(C) have spent

Your sister cooks well, isn’t she?

(A)isn’tit?
(C) doesn’t it?

(D) No improvement

(B) doesn’t she?
(D) No improvement

Dickens’ novels, like many writers, are largely autobiographical.

(A) like those of many other writers
(C) like many others novelists

(B) like so many others
(D) No improvement

She was as pretty as, if not prettier than, any other girl at the party.

(A) She was very pretty
(C) She was the prettiest

(B) She was pretty
(D) No improvement
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79. Never, | have seen such breathtaking scenery!
(A) Never have | (B) Ever I have
(C) I cannot ever (D) No improvement

Directions: Look at the part of each sentence in italics. Below each sentence are given three possible substitutions for the
italicized part. If one of them, (A), (B) or (C) is better than the italicized part, indicate your response on the Answer Sheet
against the corresponding letter (A), (B) or (C). If none of the substitutions improves the sentence, indicate (D) as your

response on the Answer Sheet. [ESE GAT Exam 2014]

80. The newcomer to the team cannot have the same advantage as that of the captain.

(A) as the captain (B) as that of a captain

(C) like the captain (D) No improvement
81. He scarcely can see in this light.

(A) scarcely can’t (B) scarcely can

(C) can scarcely (D) No improvement
82. Awood is like to a forest but it is smaller.

(A) alike (B) like

(C) likely (D) No improvement
83. We cannot start until everybody are ready.

(A)is (B) was

(C) were (D) No improvement
84. To our surprise, the movie turned out to be very interesting.

(A)on (B) off

(C) were (D) No improvement
85. The outcome of all those conferences were the appointment of a Committee.

(A)was (B) will be

(C) are (D) No improvement
86. We discussed on the matter for two hours.

(A) discussed into (B) discussed about

(C) discussed (D) No improvement
87. The brain damage experienced by chronic alcoholics continues to show scientific interest.

(A)rise (B) raise

(C) arouse (D) No improvement
88. One should remain loyal to his country.

(A)our (B) their

(C) one’s (D) No improvement
89. It was so dark that we could see only the outlook of the mountains against the sky.

(A) outline (B) outlay

(C) out-most (D) No improvement
90. Your son has become much taller since I saw him last.

(A) been (B) grown

(C) shown (D) No improvement
91. She asked him if it was going to rain then.

(A)was it (B) whether was it

(C) itwas (D) No improvement
92. She told the children not to stop the work.

(A) not stopping (B) don’t stop

(C) not stopping of (D) No improvement
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93. He is smoking ever since the party started.

(A) has smoked (B) has been smoking
(C) smoked (D) No improvement
94. The torture of old custom can be seen in the dowry system, which people even now can’t afford to reject.
(A) tyranny (B) cruelty
(C) cruelness (D) No improvement
95. Have you forgotten or can you remind what he said?
(A) recall (B) think
(C) remember (D) No improvement
96. The students are now busy to prepare for their examination.
(A) preparing (B) prepared
(C) having prepared (D) No improvement
97. Man is the more restless and energetic of all living creatures.
(A) most restless (B) more restless
(C) the most restless (D) No improvement
98. | am so tired that | cannot work any more.
(A)too (B) very
(C) much (D) No improvement

Directions: Look at the underlined part of each sentence. Below each sentences, three possible situations for the underlined
part are given. If one of them, (A), (B) or (C) is better than the underlined part, select the part as your answer. If none of
these substitutions improves the sentence, choose (D) as your answer. Thus a “No Improvement” response will be signified

by the letter (D). [CDS Exam 2012]
99. More than one person was killed in the accident.

(A) were killed (B) are killed

(C) have been killed (D) No improvement
100. Not a word they spoke to the unfortunate wife about it.

(A) did they speaks (B) they will speak

(C) they had spoken (D) No improvement
101. The poor villagers have waited in bitter cold for more than four hours now.

(A) have been waiting (B) had waited

(C) has been waiting (D) No improvement
102. If he had time he will call you.

(A)would have (B) would have had

(C) has (D) No improvement
103. All, but her, had made an attempt.

(A) All, but she (B) All but her

(C) All, but her (D) No improvement
104. 1 am used to hard work.

(A) work hard (B) work hardly

(C) hard working (D) No improvement
105. Twenty kilometres are not a great distance in these days of fast moving vehicles.

(A) is not a great distance (B) is no distance

(C) aren’t great distance (D) No improvement
106. They were working as usually.

(A) usual (B) as usual

(C) usually (D) No improvement

107. Heis unlikely to come to the party. But if he comes, | will talk to him.
(A) if he would come (B) if he is to come
(C) if he will come (D) No improvement
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The passengers have formed a queue at the booking-counter much before a train arrives.

(A) formed (B) have been forming

(C) form (D) No improvement

You must complete this work up to Sunday.

(A) within Sunday (B) by Sunday

(C) until Sunday (D) No improvement

If it will rain, the match will be abandoned.

(A) If it rains (B) If it would rain

(C) If it rained (D) No improvement
111.How long do you think Mr. Kamal knew John?

(A) will know (B) knows

(C) has known (D) No improvement

| have still to meet a person who is perfectly satisfied with his job.

(A) am still to meet (B) am yet to meet

(C) might still meet (D) No improvement

B-SCHOOL ADMISSION EXAMINATIONS

Directions: Which of the phrases given against each of the following sentence should replace the word/phrase given in
bold in the sentence to make it grammatically correct? If the-sentence is correct as it is given and no correction is required,

mark ‘No correction’ required as the answer. [MCET MBA Exam 2016]
1. Factors that are likely to impact rural demand include global agricultural commodity prices and monsoons.
(A) are like (B) is likely
(C) are liked (D) are liking

(E) No correction required

This is not the first time the minister’s name has came up in this controversial deal.

(A) have come up (B) has come up

(C) have upcoming (D) has coming up

(E) No correction required

The Central Bank has ordered banks to get tough by willful defaulters and have a tough set of rules in place.
(A) to getting tougher (B) for getting tough

(C) too get tough on (D) to get tough with

(E) No correction required

Demand in rural India will probably stay under stress, largely on account off usage of poor fertilizers.

(A) on account of (B) on account for

(C) accounting of (D) on account from

(E) No correction required

The fact that it had to issue a connection about how much coal the country burns reflects the government’s failure to track
emissions from coal mines.

(A) A fact which (B) The factual that

(C) Factually (D) In fact that

(E) No correction required

Directions: In the following questions, for the underlined part of the given sentence, choose the option that is grammatically
correct, effective and reduces ambiguity and redundancy. [SNAP, 2015]

6.

Many of the workers currently deployed on the assembly line, hope for the exchange of their routine jobs for new assignments that

are interesting.
(A) for the exchanging of their routine jobs for new assignments that are interesting.
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(B) for exchanging routine jobs for new assignments that will interest them.
(C) to exchange their routine jobs for new assignments that will be new and interesting.
(D) to exchange their routine jobs for new and interesting assignments.

Saundarya’s Skin Nourishing Cream sold 5 lakh packs last quarter, 20% more than their Face Wash did and nearly five times as
much as their Anti-Aging cream sales.

(A) their Face Wash did an nearly five times as much as their Anti-Aging cream sales.

(B) their Face Wash sold an nearly five times as much as Anti-Aging cream sales.

(C) their Face Wash and nearly five times more than their Anti-Ageing cream.
(D) their Face Wash did and nearly five times what Anti-Aging cream sales were

Directions: Choose the sentence which is grammatically correct. [MAT, 2015]

8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

(A) Last year, government servants protested against the government’s decision of increasing their working hours.
(B) Last year, government servants protested at the government’s decision of increasing their working hours.

(C) Last year, government servants protested for the government’s decision of increasing their working hours.
(D) Last year, government servants protested the government’s decision of increasing their working hours.

(A) It has been established that the Earth revolves around the Sun.

(B) It has been established that the Earth is revolving around the Sun.

(C) It has been established that the Earth has been revolving around the Sun.

(D) It has been established that the Earth revolved around the Sun.

(A) Itis a known fact that even death cannot be had about the asking.
(B) Itisaknown fact that even death cannot be had on the asking.
(C) Itisaknown fact that even death cannot be had for the asking.
(D) Itis a known fact that even death cannot be had after the asking.

[SNAP, 2014]

(A) I was stuck in traffic jam
(B) I stuck in traffic jam

(C) Iwas stuck up in traffic jam
(D) I was stuck upon traffic jam

[1IFT, 2014]

(A) This course is challenging and an inspiration.

(B) I met her more frequently that I meet you.

(C) I forgot that they are coming today.

(D) She is confident to speak English within six months.

(A) Did he travel by taxi, train or by plane?

(B) 1 would do anything for my friend but not my neighbour.

(C) The convict escaped from prison and is believed to flee the country.
(D) Visualizing success is not the same as achieving it.

(A) He held responsible for the mistake.

(B) He was held responsible on the mistake.

(C) He was held responsible for the mistake.

(D) He would be hold responsible for the mistake.

Directions: Choose the option which gives the best way of writing the sentences ensuring that the message is correctly
conveyed. [MAT, 2014]

15.

(A) It appears you have come here with a view to insult me.

(B) It appears you have come here with a view to insulting me.

(C) It appears you have come here with a view of insulting me.

(D) It appears you have come here with a view for insulting me.
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(A) Budget hotels are to be set in the country to provide travelers with accommodation at reasonable rates.

(B) Budget hotels are being set-up across the country to provide travelers with accommodation at reasonable rates.
(C) Budget hotels will be set-up in the country to provide travelers with accommodation at reasonable rates.

(D) Budget hotels were set-up through the country to provide travelers with accommodation at reasonable rates.

(A) Did the court not intervene the matter many students would have been denied admission.

(B) Until the court had intervened the matter many students would have been denied admission.
(C) Had the court not intervened in the matter many students would have been denied admission.
(D) If the court intervened between the matter many students would have been denied admission

[MAT, 2013]

(A) To reach the destination, the man followed the route given in the map because he was confused.
(B) To reach the destination, as the man was confused, he followed the route given in the map.

(C) As he became confused, the man had to follow the route given in the map to reach the destination.
(D) The man was confused, so he followed the route given in the map to reach the destination.

(A) New words are used, if required, to express the full force of exclamation.

(B) New words could be used, if required, to express the full force of exclamation.
(C) If necessary, new words should be used to express the full force of exclamation.
(D) To express the full force of exclamation, if necessary, new words will be used.

(A) Neither he comes nor he writes a letter now.

(B) Neither he comes nor does he write a letter now.

(C) Neither does he come nor does he write a letter now.

(D) Neither does he come nor does he writes a letter now.

(A) Then, recognizing each other, they stowed their wands beneath their cloaks and started walking briskly in the same direction;
for a second they stood quite still, wands directed at each other’s chests.

(B) For a second they stood still, wands directed at each other’s chests; then, recognizing each other, they stowed their wands,

beneath their cloaks and started walking briskly in the same direction.

(C) Forasecond they stood quite still, they stowed their wands beneath their cloaks with them with wands directed at each other’s
chests, recognized each other, and started walking.

(D) Recognizing each other, they showed their wands beneath their cloaks and then, started to walk briskly.

(A) There was a Fred and George-ish air of triumphant trickery about them as Harry could still see the blond-haired youth’s face;
it was merry, it was wild.

(B) Harry could still see the merry, it was wild, and a blond-haired young face; there was a Fred, and George-ish air of triumphant
trickery about him.

(C) Harry could still see the blond-haired youth’s face; it was merry, it was wild; there was a Fred and George-ish air of trickery
about him.

(D) It was merry, it was wild; there was a Fred and George-ish air of triumph about him and Harry could not but see it.

(A) Light glimmered through some panes of glass that were placed at the upper part of the closet-door and the room was dark.
(B) Light shone through some panes of glass in the room.

(C) The room was dark, but a light glimmered through some panes of glass that were placed in the upper part of a closet-door.
(D) The room was not a dark, a light glimmered through some panes of glass that were placed in the closet-door.

[CMAT, 2013]

(A) Is the old always more wised than the young?
(B) John, as well as his brothers, are coming today.
(C) More than two boys were present in the class.
(D) The wages of sin are death.

(A) Did you apply for lecturership?

(B) He is one of the bright students of the class.
(C) This book does not have their cover.

(D) He gave me many wrong informations.
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26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

(A) I am not at all satisfied by my new apartment.
(B) He never says a lie.

(C) I cannot agree to write the letter for you.

(D) I am looking forward to see you once again.

(A) One of the rooms has been closed for a week.

(B) As an artist he is as good if not better than Ramesh.
(C) He is blind with one eye.

(D) Mohan does not know to swim.

(A) No one can help admiring a person who does not complain about their problem?

(B) Whatever the solution to the problems may be we should consider them carefully before we decide to take any action.
(C) Itistime you decide about your next course of action.

(D) What I did say was that just as meteorologists have classified clouds, so they have classified winds.

[11FT, 2012]

(A) One must finish his task in time.

(B) Each of the girls must carry her own bag.

(C) Either Ram or Shyam will give their book.

(D) Each of the six boys in the class has finished their task.

(A) Before the rain would stop, they would have reached home.
(B) The reason why he missed his classes was that he overslept.
(C) When you will come to see me, we will go to Mumbai.

(D) I have written both to their branch office and head office.

MISCELLANEOUS EXAMINATIONS

Directions: A part of the sentence is bold. Below are given alternative to the bold part as A, B and C which may
improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed, your answer is ‘D’.

[LIC ADO Exam 2015]

They are yet to decided about buying the new furniture.

(A) still decide (B) yet to decision
(C) yetto decide (D) No improvement
Rohan’s mother was feed up of his laziness.

(A) fedupin (B) fed off

(C) fedupof (D) No improvement
She was just looking outside the window when a beautiful bird caught the eye.

(A) catch the eye (B) eye catching

(C) catch her eyes (D) No improvement
They sent out the invitations last evening.

(A) sendout (B) sending out

(C) sentat (D) No improvement
He had to bear the burnt of his father’s mistakes.

(A) bear the burnt (B) bear the burns
(C) bear a brunt (D) No improvement
Trisha could not solve the problem at all and was at her wit’s ending.

(A) her wit’s end (B) the wit ends

(C) the will end (D) No improvement

[LIC ADO Exam 2013]

It’s a small theatre and the seats are uncomfortable, but the saving grace is that the air conditioning is good.
(A) grace to save (B) gracing save
(C) save to grace (D) No improvement
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8. Tarun had to prepare the document for his meeting urgently but he was hardly pressed for time.

(A) hard pressed for. timely (B) hard pressed for time
(C) hardly press to time (D) No improvement
9. Suraj lied from his teeth to get out of the tense situation with his boss.

(A) lies for his teeth (B) lie to his teeth

(C) lied through his teeth (D) No improvement
10. Satish lay in bed wide a taken as he was worried about his exams starting the next day.

(A) widen awakening (B) widely awake

(C) wide awake (D) No improvement
11. He is too adamant to be effectively in his work.

(A) to become effectively (B) to be effective

(C) to have been effectively (D) No improvement

[Hotel Management Entrance Exam 2013]

12. Because the competition is going to become fierce, we may have some real struggles on the horizon.

(A) is becoming fiercely (B) is going to be fiercely

(C) has become fiercely (D) No improvement
13. They lost the match because they neglected by the coach’s valuable advice.

(A) ignored (B) were ignored by

(C) were neglected by (D) No improvement
Directions: In the following questions, a group of sentences about a single topic are given. One of more of the sentence (s)
is/are grammatically incorrect. You have to identify the incorrect sentences (s). [NLU, Delhi Exam 2013]
14. 1. It began with acquisitions in information technology and related services sector.

1.
1.
V.

15. L.
1.
III.

16. I
1L

17. 1.
1.
1.

18. I
. Be sure of the font we choose is legible and logical.

In pharmaceuticals, Wockhardt has bought C.P. Pharma of the United Kingdom for $ 10.85 million.
Tata Tea has taken over Tetley of the UK, the world’s biggest tea bag maker, for $ 430 million.
With the processes, it has become the world’s second largest tea company.

(A) Iland IV (B) IV only

(C) HandIN D) I, and IV

There are two main reasons for that predatory mood.

Having established a domestic presence, the component makers are now looking for an international presence.

Second, having improved their productivity, quality and reliability, Indian companies feel more confident about spreading their
wings abroad.

Various other factors are being attributed to this Indian penchant for the takeover game in all sectors.

(A) lonly (B) land I

(C) lonly (D) llland 1V

Moving one by one step away from the expected with the graphics and photography can also create reader’s interest.

Try using a conceptual image or photo to highlight your main message versus very first thing to come to mind when thinking
about your product or services.

Another form of contrast is in the actual design.

An unusual fold in a brochure or direct mail piece can add excitement.

(A) landll ) (B) Il'and 111

(©) land IV (D) No error

The typeface that you choose for your print project is an important piece of the foremost overall design process.

Frist, narrow down your choice by selecting the tone you want to preset.

Typefaces can convey personality.

For instance, if you are in the banking industry you might choose a classic serif font, such as Garamond, to convey dependability.
(A) lonly (B) Il only

(C) Il only (D) IV only

Readability is curial.
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111, With all of the newest and interesting typefaces available today, it is tempting to pick one that you think looks “cool”.
IV. This can work if you are going for an edgy look that will appeal to a young audience, but your copy still needs to be easily

understood.
(A) land IV (B) 1l only
(C) Il only (D) Iland 111

Directions: A part of the sentence is bold. Below are given alternative to the bold part as A, B and C which may
improve the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed, your answer is ‘D’.
[Hotel Management Entrance Exam 2011]

19. Most of time, strangers have helped me in critical situations.

(A) Many atime (B) At time
(C) More of time (D) No improvement
20. The reality is that India needs a strong, efficient and competitive aviation sector,
(A) what India needs (B) that India need
(C) therefore India need (D) No improvement
21. | have known this industry since the last two decades.
(A) since last two decade (B) ever since the last two decades
(C) for the last two decades (D) No improvement
22. Today’s children have far most knowledge and far less patience compared to our generation.
(A) much most knowledge (B) far most knowledgeable
(C) far more knowledge (D) No improvement
23. Of late, Bonsai trees have attracted the attention of one and all.
(A) some and all (B) many and all
(C) everyone and all (D) No improvement
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Word Stock

INTRODUCTION

Itis said that star athletes do not win important events unless they have been trained rigorously. Great
musicians practise continuously to prepare for important concerts. Similarly, train yourself beforehand
to deal with all types of vocabulary questions that may appear in the competitive examination.

The first step towards successfully answering any test question is understanding what is being
asked in the question. It is a good idea to familiarize yourself beforehand with the general nature of
the directions for each type of question. However, no matter how familiar you are with the directions,
be sure to read them carefully at the time you take the test in order to be sure that no changes have
been made.

In this section, you will find set of questions on synonyms, antonyms and other related topics.
The following hints will help you tackle them better:

Suggestions for Answering Vocabulary Based Tests

1. Go through the directions carefully. This applies to all tests. The time spent in reading and understanding
directions is NOT wasted.

2. While answering antonym question be careful not to get tricked. The choices may include a synonym as well
as an antonym for the word.

Procedure to be Followed

1. If you are sure about the meaning of the word, think of an antonym (a word opposite in meaning to a given
word) before you look for an answer because this will prevent you from picking a synonym.

2. You cannot find an antonym (a word opposite in meaning to a given word) unless you know what the
word means. Use the following formula statement in order to focus attention on the task: Word ‘X’
means (state a synonym for word ‘x’) and the opposite is (state your selection from among the choices).
Example: ELITE
(a) bright (b) highest class (c) dark (d) down trodden
Applying the formula statement suggested above, you would say ‘Elite” means ‘highest class’ or ‘upper
strata’ of society, and the opposite of it is ‘down trodden’.

3. Choose the answer that is most nearly correct from among the answer choices you are given. Sometimes,
the given choices may not be the same word you would use as an antonym. If you find a word that
seems to be the best of the possible choices, there is a good chance that you have the correct answer.
Example: SADNESS
(a) elation (b) interest (c) happiness (d) sorrow (e) freedom
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Although all of the words, except ‘sorrow’ have some element that shows the lack of sadness, the
word ‘elation’ is the furthest from *sadness’ and the BEST answer here.

Here are several other points to be kept in mind to arrive at the BEST choice of answer:
Definition Many words have multiple meanings. Sometimes the first reaction to a given word may
trigger an alternate meaning that is not intended in the given context:

FAIR

(@) white (b) bright (c) homely (d) judicious

Fair means “attractive’ as in “fair young lady’. The opposite is homely.

Your first reaction might have been that ‘fair’ means ‘bright’ or ‘white’, referring to complexion,
but there are no choices like ‘biased’ or ‘prejudiced’, which would have been opposite (antonyms).
In such cases it is necessary to consider other meanings for the given word. If the given word seems
familiar, but no opposites seem to be among the alternatives offered, ask yourself whether the word
has another or several other meanings.

Pronunciation \Words sometimes have different meanings for different pronunciations. Also, a
word that seems unfamiliar may sometimes be a word that you have heard or spoken, but never seen

in writing:
CONSUMMATE
(a) imperfect (b) compact (c) bold (d) active
Answer (a)

‘Consummate’ which rhymes with ‘date’, is a verb which means ‘to bring to completion’.
‘Consummate’, which rhymes with “bit’, is an adjective which means “perfect’, or ‘superb’. We speak
of ‘consummate artistry’, and ‘consummating a business deal’.

If a word seems unfamiliar, try pronouncing it in several different ways. It may turn out to be a
word you do know. Take for example:

INDICT

(@) prevail (b) respond (c) exonerate (d) criticise

Answer (c)

‘Indict’ means ‘to accuse of wrongdoing’, and the opposite is ‘exonerate’, which means to “clear
of blame’. “Indict’ is pronounced as if it were spelled ‘indite’. If you had only heard it spoken, you
might have known the meaning, but not recognised the word in print form.

Determine from the given Choices Only \ery few words in the English language have exact
synonyms, (words that are the same in all their meanings) and can be used in all context alike. ‘I am
sick’ and ‘I am ill” are interchangeable expressions. However, the expression ‘an ill wind’ or “an ill
feeling’ cannot be interchanged. It is important that you are directed to find a word that is most nearly
opposite in meaning to the given word:

CONCEAL

(@) to steal (b) unveil (c) deny (d) revere

Answer (b)

‘Conceal’ means ‘cover’ or ‘remove from sight’ and the opposite is unveil, which means ‘to
disclose’ or ‘reveal’. But ‘unveil” usually means ‘remove a veil or covering from’. Words like ‘expose’
or ‘reveal’ are probably more opposite in meaning to ‘conceal’ than is ‘unveil” but ‘unveil’ is the only
word among the choices that is opposite to the given word.

It is, therefore, the one most nearly opposite in meaning to the given word. The answer may be less
than a perfect antonym, but if it is most nearly the opposite of the given word, it is the correct answer choice.

Finding Meaning of a Word when You are not Sure You Know It

If you have some vocabulary deficiencies—or even if you don’t—there will be times when you will
come across words whose meanings you either don’t know or are uncertain of. The strategy to follow
in such cases is explained below:
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Parts of Speech Occasionally you may find yourself puzzled over the meaning of a particular word,
certain that you know it, yet, unable to ‘see’ the meaning. Then suddenly, you realise that the word is
similar to the one you know, except that it is in a somewhat different form because it is a different part
of speech. ‘Abortion’ is a noun of ‘abortive’ which is an adjective, ‘prevalent’ is form of prevailing.
You may be able to define the word ‘shunt’ if you think of ‘shunting’, and decipher ‘decant’ through
‘decanter’.

Word in Context The brain is a ‘store house’ or a ‘human computer’. Everything you have ever read
is in your brain’s memory ‘hardware’ or memory bank. The problem lies in not knowing the right
key to press for its retrieval. In other words, you cannot recall what you have heard or read precisely
at the moment you need the information. For example, take the word ‘decant’, which you may have
read in your science class, when your teacher demonstrates an experiment, said, “Now | am going
to decant the acid from this flask into the test-tube with some water to it” . This remembered context
now clarifies the meaning of the word ‘decant’.

Word-Building Elements

The use of roots, stems, prefixes and suffixes for vocabulary detective work is considered valuable. For
example, the word prefix ‘tele’ is a combining form that means ‘distant’ or ‘transmission of message
over a distance’. Therefore, you can easily decipher words like ‘telepathy’ or ‘telescope’ etc.

Example 1 In the following example look at the prefixes, suffixes and root words because these can
tell you enough about a word.

OMNISCIENT

(a) stupid (b) willing (c) kind (d) upset
If you can recognise that the root of the word is the same as the word *science’, you will know that the
word has something to do with knowledge, and answer (a) ‘stupid’ becomes a logical choice.

Example 2 If you have no knowledge of the word at all, you can sometimes make a more or less
intelligent guess by looking at the answer choices and trying to find information from them:
ANTEDILUVIAN
(a) abundant (b) interested (c) modern (d) slow (e) ancient
Notice that ‘modern’ and ‘ancient’ are antonyms. Since in examinations, the paper-setter often places
a synonym and antonym among the possible answers, there is a better than random chance that one
of them is the correct answer. In this case the prefix ‘ant’ meaning ‘before’, should have led you to
select a word leaning to “after’ or ‘modern’.

How to Improve Your Vocabulary in a Limited Time

The following are steps for improving your vocabulary in a limited period

1. Purchase a good pocket dictionary (carrying a large dictionary around would be quite a difficult task).

2. Keep listing new or unfamiliar words that you come across in the course of each day and consult your
dictionary, both for their meaning and the nearest word opposite in meaning to them.

3. Analyse each new word, separating its root, prefix and suffix and then ascertain its true meaning from the
dictionary. This exercise will make your task of learning new words easy.

4. When you come across a new word, try to use it in actual sentences and see how it can be used in different
contexts.

5. Make use of word lists. Some books may have lists of words along with their meanings. In this section, you
will also find a list of words with their meanings (synonyms) and words opposite in meaning (antonyms).
Divide this list into smaller groups and study it intensively.

List of Synonyms and Antonyms

The following is a list of common words along with their synonyms (words with more or less similar
meaning) and antonyms (words with more or less opposite meaning) to help you tackle the vocabulary
section of synonyms and antonyms in your examination:

m 45
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
abandon forsake, leave, give up, relinquish retain, stay with
abase humiliate, disgrace, bring down, humble exalt, uplift, honour
abash confuse, feel or made to feel ashamed, confound encourage, cheer to
abate lessen, reduce, diminish, decline raise, increase, rise, augment
abet help, assist, encourage discourage, hinder, block
abhor dislike, detest, hate approve, like
abject degraded, mean, grovelling, wretched or miserable proud, independent
abnormal unusual, irregular, unnatural normal, usual, regular
abjure disclaim, forswear, repudiate, disavow accept, claim, avow
aboriginal native, indigenous immigrant, imported
abortive futile, unsuccessful, fruitless, miscarriage of birth successful, effective, well-timed
abridge condense, summarise, shorten, curtail expand, extend, enlarge
abrupt sudden, steep, hasty gentle, gently, sloping
abscond decamp, run away, go away secretly remain, stay, live in
absolve acquit, release, pardon, set free from guilt condemn, sentence
abstain refrain, desist, forbear continue, permit
abstruse hidden, obscure, deep simple, open, revealed
abundant ample, plentiful, rich, exuberant meagre, inadequate, poor, insufficient
abuse injure, maltreat, revile, upbraid praise, use well
accede consent, assent, comply refuse, resign, quit
accelerate hasten, expedite, quicken retard, hinder, reduce speed
accession addition, enlargement, extension diminution, loss
accommodate suit, reconcile, oblige refuse, disoblige
accomplish finish, fulfil, execute, achieve fail, leave undone
accord agreement, harmony, willingness discord, disagreement, unwillingness
accredited authorised, entrusted, delegated discredited, unauthorised
accumulate collect, pile up, store squander, waste, distribute

acquaintance
acute
addicted
adept
adhere
adjacent
adjourn
adoration
affinity
aggravate
alienate
alienation
allegiance
alleviate

knowledge, cognisance

sharp, penetrating

devoted, accustomed to

skillful, expert

stick, abide by, cling

close, near, contiguous

postpone, defer, delay, put off, suspend
worship, reverence, beautify
alliance, liking, sympathy, attraction
intensify, make worse

estrange, transfer, desolation
desolation, disaffection

loyalty, fidelity, fealty

lessen, lighten, reduce

ignorance, unfamiliar

dull, blunt

unaddicted, free

clumsy, not expert/inexpert

break from, come undone

remote, distant, far away

advance, hurry on schedule

irreverence, contempt, disfiguring, marring
dislike, discord, antipathy, repulsion, repugnance
diminish, reduce, please, satisfy

reconcile, recover

allegiance, camaraderie, companionship, fellowship
disloyalty, treachery, disaffection, rebellion
enlarge, escalate, heighten
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
alliance union, combination, league, confederation separation, opposition, disunion, division
altercation quarrel, dispute, discord, friction, strife agreement, consensus
ambiguous doubtful, uncertain, suspicion, scepticism clear, simple, certainty, confidence
ameliorate improve, amend, meliorate worsen, spoil, impair, deteriorate
amiable lovable, charming, aggreable, affable unlovable, unattractive
amicable friendly, cordial, in goodwill unfriendly, cold
analogy likeness, resemblance, comparison difference, dissimilar
annihilate destroy, abolish, nullify, wipe out, reduce restore, ratify, improve
annul cancel, quash, nullify ratify, restore

antagonistic
anticipate
antipathy
antique
apparent

appease
applaud
applause
apposite
apprise
apprehend
approbation
arbitrary
arduous
ardent

arrogant
ascendancy
assail
assuage

atonement
audacious

augment
authentic
auspicious
avenge
aversion
avocation
awful
awkward

opposed, adverse, hostile, rival

forestall, forecast, prejudge, foresee

dislike, aversion, hostility

ancient, old, hoary, immemorial

clear, evident, plain, conspicuous, manifest, obvious

assuage, pacify, lessen, alleviate, lighten
cheer, approve

acclaim, acclamation, plaudit

pertinent, relevant, apt

inform, acquaint, notify, advise, enlighten
grasp, seize, arrest, perceive, fear
approval, sanction, commendation
tyrannical, dictatorial, absolute, imperious
difficult, laborious

fiery, heated, hot, passionate, fervent, impassioned,
zealous

haughty, indolent, overbearing, imperious
superiority, mastery, upper hand

attack, assault, storm, besiege, charge
calm, tranquilize, lessen,

alleviate, lighten, allay

reconciliation, amends, propitiation

bold, daring, disdainful,

insolent, scornful

increase, enlarge, swell, extend

true, certain, genuine, veritable

lucky, favourable

retaliate, punish

hostility, dislike, unwillingness, distaste
recreation, employment of leisure
venerable, solemn, dreadful, shocking
clumsy, unhandy, rude, clownish, ungainly

friendly, sympathetic, associated

be missed

liking, sympathy, attachment

modern, fresh, new, young, recent, novel

obscure, invisible, concealed, hidden, secret, implicit,
inconspicuous

provoke, vex, enlarge, escalate, extend, heighten
cry down, hiss

abuse, disapproval, jeering, booing, censure
irrelevant, inapposite

keep secret, misinform

miss, relax, let go, misunderstand

disapproval, censure, dissatisfaction

reasonable, mild, constitutional

easy, light, simple

calm, cool, impassive

humble, tolerant, modest, docile, obsequious
inferiority, subjection

defend, protect, uphold

excite, disturb, enlarge, escalate,

extend, heighten, toughen

derange, misfit, disjoin, dislocate, disarrange
timid, shrinking, considerate,

humble, polite, respectful

decrease, lessen, reduce

unauthentic, spurious

unfavourable, unlucky

forgive, pardon, overlook

willingness, readiness, liking

vocation, business

secular, unimpressive, pleasant

handy, clever, graceful, refined



4.8 m Objective English

Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
baffle defeat, puzzle, confuse, perplex, mystify clarify, inform, easy
barbarous uncivilised, cruel civilised, gentle
bare naked, nude, stripped clothed, covered, dressed
barricade obstacle, barrier, hurdle help, open, approachable
beguile deceive, cheat enlighten, treat, honesty
belittle depreciate, deprecate, discredit, disparage, minimise credit, encourage,enhance, exaggerate
benevolent charitable, benign, kind, generou, unselfish malevolent, uncharitable, malice, stingy, egoistic,
merciless
betray disclose, divulge, deceive, treacher, conceal, defend, be loyal
bewilder puzzle, perplex, confuse enlighten, illuminate
binding compulsory, obligatory voluntary, laxative
biased one-sided, partial, partisan, prejudiced, slanted, disinterested, open-minded unbiased
subjective
bigotry bias, intolerance, narrow-mindedness impartiality, objectivity, tolerance, open-mindedness
blandishment flattery, coaxing bluntness, disrespect
blasphemy profanity, swearing, cursing, obscenity, vulgarity, reverence, exquisite, polite
obscene
blatant noisy, vociferous, clamorous quiet, gentle, soothing
bleak cold, cheerless, barren, desolate, weak warm, comfortable, luxurious, healthy
bliss happiness, delight unhappiness, misery
bloom freshness, flush decay, withered state
boggle falter, doubt, waver, shrink, demur, shirk be certain, act promptly, consent, accede
boisterous loud, blatant, noisy, clamorous, vociferous quiet, calm, soft, silent, disciplined, tranquil
bombastic turgid, fustian simple, quiet, brief, sober speech
brandish flourish, swing, wield arrest, hang, suspend
brashness brass, cheek, gall, hide, nerve civility, meekness, politeness
brevity shortness, conciseness, succinctness, summarised lengthy, longwindedness, circumlocution
brutal cruel, rough, beast-like human, kindly, gentle
brusque abrupt, rude, blunt, bluff, curt, gruff, surly diplomatic, gracious, mannerly, urbane
by stander looker-on, onlooker, spectator, beholder performer, actor
candid fair, impartial, just, frank, ingenuous unfair, partial, biased, disingenuous
canvass investigate, scrutinise, inspect, solicit leave alone, refuse
caprice freak, whim, fancy, vagary steadfastness
captivity bondage, servitude freedom, liberty
catastrophe calamity, debacle, disaster, cataclysm benefit, blessing, boon, comfort, success
caress fondle, hug, embrace repel, discourage
cease leave off, stop, desist begin, continue
cede give up, surrender, yield, relinquish hold, refuse
celebrated famous, notable, renowned, glorious, eminent unknown, undistinguished
censure blame, condemn, rebuke, admonish, reprimand praise, commend, endorse

ceremonious

formal, solemn, courtly, ritual

unceremonious, informal, undignified, haphazard
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
cessation ending, pause, rest, ceasing, intermission, beginning, continuance
discontinuance
cheer gladden, encourage, exhilarate, refresh chill, depress, disprit, ridicule, sadden, disheartened
cherish nourish, foster, entertain, harbour neglect, repel
chivalrous heroic, brace cowardly, ungallant

circumlocution
circumscribe

clamour
clemency
coalition
coarse
coerce
collateral
colossal
combat
commen-
surate
commodious
compassion
comprehend
comprehensive
compress
conceal
concede
concise
concord
condemn
confer
conjure
conscientious
considerate
consign
conspicuous
conspiracy
contend
contemptible
contemptuous
contradict

euphemism, euphuism, indirectness, periphrasis

bound, contain, encircle, enclose, encompass,
surround

outcry, uproar

gentleness, mildness, mercy, leniency
alliance, combination

rough, gross, thick, rude, vulgar

compel, force, subdue, oblige, constrain
indirect, not lineal, confirmatory
gigantic, huge, large

struggle, fight, encounter

equal, equivalent, tentamount,
synonymous

convenient, roomy

pity, sympathy

comprise, embrace, understand, perceive
inclusive, extensive

squeeze, contract

hide, cover, keep secret

allow, permit, yield

short, brief, succinct

agreement, accord

blame, censure, disapprove

give, bestow, award, accord, grant
adjure, implore, beckon, invoke, beseech
exact, honourable, meticulous, punctilious
thoughtful, unselfish

deposit, commit, deliver

noticeable, remarkable

plot, combination, league, intrigue
strive, struggle, compete

despicable, detestable, execrable
audacious, disdainful, insolent, scornful, supercilious

contravene, deny, oppose, controvert, disprove,
refute

brevity, conciseness, con-densation, directness,
succinctness

open, unbound

silence, peace

harshness, severity

disunion, separation

thin, fine, refined

persuade, lead, free, cooperate, coincide, collaborate
lineal, direct

small, diminutive

peace, rest

unequal, incommensurate,

opposed, antonymous

cramped, incommodious
ruthlessness, antipathy

exclude, fail to perceive

exclusive, narrow

loosen, expand

reveal, disclose

forbid, deny, unyielding

diffuse, lengthy, large

disagreement, discord

praise, approve

refuse, take back, withdraw, withhold
command, injunction

uprincipled, dishonourable
thoughtless, selfish

withhold, withdraw

insignificant, obscure

counterplot

yield, give in

admirable, excellent, moral
considerate, humble, polite, respectful, reverent

affirm, agree, corroborate, maintain, uphold
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Word

Synonyms
(similar meaning)

Antonyms
(opposite meaning)

contradictory

contravene
corroborate
coruscate
countenance
counterfeit
crafty
cripple
cruel
culmination
cursory
danger
daring
dainty

dash

daunt
dawdle
debar
debase

debility
declare
decrease
decorum
deface
defame
deference
defile
deformity

defray
defraud
deleterious
delusion
demur
depose
depraved

descend
desert

conflicting, contrary, opposite, opposed

contradict, interfere, oppose, refute, counteract
strengthen, establish

flash, glitter, gleam

favour, sanction, approve

forged, spurious, shoddy, snide, apocryphal
cunning, artful

lame, disable, weak, hobbled, gammy, halt
brutal, bestial, nasty, sadistic

summit, zenith, top

transient, rapid, careless, hasty, scant
hazard, jeopardy, menace, peril, risk, threat
adventurous, venturesome

delicious, palatable, nice, delicate, neat
hurl, cast, smash, destroy, abash, rush
dismay, terrify, scare

procrastinate, dally, dilly-dally, loiter
hinder, exclude, prevent, shut out

degrade, humiliate, disgrace, humble, demean,
downgrade

weakness, infirmity

advertise, announce, enunciate, proclaim
abate, decline, drop, fall, sink, subside
propriety, decency, gravity, staidness
disfigure, damage

malign, asperse, libel, slander, vilify
respect, reverence, honour, homage
corrupt, soil, stain, contaminate

malformation, ugliness, disfigurement, blemish,
defacement

discharge, liquidate, settle

cheat, fleece, swindle

harmful, deadly, killing

fantasy, illusion, mirage, hallucination
pause, stop, hesitate, recoil, shirk, shy
dethrone, degrade

corrupt, degenerate, evil, heinous, infamous,
nefarious, vile, wicked

decline, drop, fall, sink
abandon, run away

accordant, agreeing, compatible, concordant,
consistent, harmonious

stand aside, assist, affirm, corroborate
weaken, disapprove

flame, burn steadily

discountenance, disapprove, forbid

accurate, authentic, genuine, sincere
ingenuous, honest

help, strengthen

gentle, humane, kind, merciful

bottom, base

leisurely, thorough, careful, minute, profound
defence, protection, safety, security, safeguard
timid, cautious, cowardly

unpalatable, inelegant, uncritical

retain, encourage, standstill

encourage, cheer

decide, persevere, push on, quicken
facilitate, admit, allow

exalt, purify, praise, respect, compliment

strength, health

censor, conceal, withhold

climb, enlarge, escalate, grow, strengthen, wax
impropriety, lack of dignity, levity

improve, preserve

praise, commendation

disrespect, rudeness

cleanse, purify

shapely, adorn, beautify, con-serve, restore

be in debt

honest, sincere

harmless, innocuous

actuality, fact, reality, truth, verify

agree, act promptly, accept, consent, accede
enthrone, exalt

honest, innocent, moral, pious, chaste

climb, increase, lift, soar
stay with, retain
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Word

Synonyms
(similar meaning)

Antonyms
(opposite meaning)

desecration

despair

desist
despotic

destitute
desultory
deteriorate
devoid
devout
dexterity
diffident
dilapidated
dilate
diligence
discern
disconsolate
disgrace
disinterested
disown
disseminate
dogmatic
dreadful
dress

dwell
dwindle
eager

earnest
eccentric
eccentricity

eclipse
ecstasy
edible
efficacy
elegant

embarrass

debasement, defilement, profanation, sacrilege,
violation

dejection, depression, desperation, hopelessness

leave off, stop

unconstitutional, arbitrary, autocratic, dictatorial,
tyrannical

wanting, needy, poor

rambling, casual, random

lower, spoil, decline

empty, vacant

religious, pious

skill, facility

hesitating, doubtful

ruined, wasted

expand, widen, broaden

industrious, care

perceive, descry

sad, cheerless, disturb

abase, debase, degrade, demean, downgrade, humble
fair, impartial, unbiased, objective
disclaim, deny

spread, scatter, disperse, broadcast, diffuse
authoritative

awful, appalling, ugly

apparel, attire, costume, garb, gear
reside, abide, live

decrease, shrink, decline, reduce

avid, desirous, intent, enthusiastic, keen

eager, ardent
irregular, anomalous
idiosyncrasy, oddity, quirk

overshadow, dim, obscure

rapture, transport

eatable, harmless

force, energy, virtue, potency, competency

graceful, refined, deluxe, elaborate, luxurious,
sumptuous

confuse, entangle

consecration, purification, sanctification

confidence, encouragement, expectation, hope,
optimism

continue, go on

constitutional, reasonable, democratic, lawful,
representative

well-provided, well-to-do

steady, straightforward, orderly, systematic
ameliorate, improve

full, well, supplied

irreligious, profane

clumsiness, not skilled

confident, trusting

restored, in repair

contract, narrow, squeeze

laziness, slackness

misunderstand, confuse

happy, cheerful, glad

compliment, exalt, praise, raise, respect
interested, biased, partial, subjective
acknowledge, accept

withhold, withdraw, unite, gather
undogmatic, vague

harmless, pleasing, soothing
undress, unclothed

travel, move on

increase, grow, expand, extend

impassive, indifferent, listless, uninterested,
uninvolved

slack, apathetic
concentric, regular

commonness, normality, ordinariness,
conventionality

reveal, illumine

calmness, agony, displeasure
uneatable, inedible

weakness, impotence, incompetency

inexpensive, ungraceful, unrefined, mediocre, simple,
unadorned, usual, vulgar

help, enable
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
embarrassment chagrin, shame, humiliation, discomposure, brashness, composure, confidence, contentment,
mortification exaltation, temerity
embezzle steal, flich be honest, sincere
embrace incorporate, embody exclude, keep away
emotion affect, desire, feeling, passion, sentiment indifference, reason, insensibility, rationality
encroach intrude, tresspass, infringe, invade, violate keep away from, desist, withdraw, respect
endorse approve, sanction, back, confirm, ratify, condemn, okay  disapprove, oppose, censure, reject, reprehend
endow dower, furnish, bequest deprive, withhold
endurance continuance, persist, withstand, sustain cessation, forgo, relinquish, submit, bear, cope, put
up with
enormous colossal, gigantic, large small, puny, compact
ensue follow, succeed go before, cause
entangle involve, implicate, ravel unravel, free, clear
entice allure, attract, yield repel, repulse, resist
entrap entangle, ensnare set free, liberate
envy jealousy, ill-will goodwill, contentedness
espouse betroth, marry, support refuse, oppose, resist
escalate increase, intensify, step up decrease, lessen, reduce, weaken
escape abscond, flee, fly, retreat, run away confront, face, follow, remain, submit, surrender
eternal endless, everlasting, permanent transient, temporary, non-permanent
evasive shuffling, equivocal frank, honest, sincere
everlasting endless, eternal, timeless, interminable, never- finite, temporary
ending, unending
exaggerate amplify, magnify minimise, understate
exalt lift up, raise, elevate cast down, lower
excel surpass, superior fail, inferior
exclaim call out be silent, quiet
exhale breath out, evaporate, eject, reject, vomit inhale, intake, assimilate
exile banish, expulsion, expatriation, deport, relegate, repatriation, welcome, greet
rusticate
expatriate exile, expel, foreigner repatriate, recall
exonerate absolve, acquit, vindicate, exculpate accuse, implicate
explicit express, definite implicit, vague
exquisite delicate, fine, graceful, polished, refined clumsy, unrefined, common, coarse, rough
extenuate lessen, reduce, decrease, decline heighten, intensify, enhance, exaggerate
extinguish quench, annihilate light, kindle
extraneous foreign, extrinsic, immaterial, inessential native, intrinsic, relevant, significant
extricate emancipate, free enslave, bind
fabulous false, not real, fictitious, mythical true, real, actual, based on facts
facetious merry, jesting dull, serious
fallacy deception, illusion truth, real
fantastic fanciful, imaginative, queer real, practical



Word Stock
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
fastidious particular, meticulous indifferent, careless
feeble weak, debilitated, frail, faint, dim, imbecile strong, vigorous, sane
felicity joy, happiness, bliss, gladness, blessedness misfortune, sorrow, grief, misery, sadness
ferocity cruelty, savagery kindness, gentleness
fervent glowing, vehement cool, unimpassioned
fictitious false, untrue, not real true, genuine, actual
figurative typical, metaphysical actual, straightforward
finite bounded, limited infinite, unlimited
flimsy slight, thin, trivial substantial, serious
fluctuate waver, vacillate, vibrate, oscillate, swing constant, uniform
fold crease, crimp, line, wrinkle, pleat smooth, straighten, unfold

fore-knowledge

forgo
forswear
fortify
fragile
fraudulent
frivolous
frown
funeral
furtive
futility
gaiety
gale

gallantry
ghastly
gauche
genuine
gloomy
gregarious
glutinous
gorgeous
grandeur
gratification
grim
gratuitous
grudge
gruesome
gullible

farsightedness, foresight
forethought, prescience
give up, sacrifice, waive

abjure, disavow, disclaim, recant, retract

secure, strengthen, brace, encourage, entrench

weak, brittle, frail, delicate, frangible, friable
dishonest, cheating

foolish, vain

grimace, pout, scowl

dismal, mournful, gloomy

stealthy, secret, sly, sneaky, surreptitous
useless, vanity, worthlessness

joyousness, festivity

blizzard, breeze, cyclone, hurricane, tornado,
typhoon
courage, bravery, heroism, chivalry

spectral, pallid, horrible

boorish, maladroit, tactless, uncouth, unpolished

actual, authentic, real, true

dark, dreary, grey, dim

affable, amiable, cordial, outgoing, sociable
sticky, viscous

splendid, superb, neat

splendour, greatness

enjoyment, delight

sullen, surly

voluntary, spontaneous

envy, jealousy

ghastly, grim, grisly, hideous, lurid, macabre
credulous, trusting

heedlessness,

ignorance, hindsight

demand, keep, preserve

assert, acknowledge, claim, uphold
weaken, discourage, unnerve
strong, solid, tough, flexible, malleable
honest, candour, sincere

grave, serious

smile

cheerful, bright

open, above board, overt, obvious
utility, advantage, profitable
sadness, mourning

peace, tranquility

cowardice, poltroonery

corporeal, alive, pleasing

urbane, adroit, polite, considerate
artificial, fake, forged, spurious, imaginary
cheerful, bright, gay

aloof, hostile, antisocial, introverted
liquid, smooth

shabby, mean, dirty

shabbiness, sordidness
disappointment, dissatisfaction
mild, gentle

mercenary, paid for

goodwill, love

charming, delightful, pleasing
critical, doubtful, dubious, sceptical
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
gush flow, stream stop, cease, finish
hackneyed common, stale novel, fresh
hamper shackle, clog, hinder release, accelerate
hapless unfortunate, unlucky lucky, fortunate
harbour shelter, lodge, dwell eject, banish, remove
harmony concord, agreement, accord discord, disagreement
hazardous adventurous, bold, dangerous, threatening timid, safe, protected, safeguarded
heartily cordially, ardently insincere, cold
heed mind, pay attention disregard, neglect
herculean laborious, colossal, difficult slight, easy, simple
homogeneous uniform, similar, pure heterogeneous, mixed
hobby avocation, pastime, sport, recreation business, labour, livelihood, profession
humane gentle, kind cruel, ungentle
hostile bellicose, unfriendly cordial, friendly, tolerant
humility humbleness, modesty pride, arrogance
humorous comic, comical, funny, jocular, witty gloomy, dull, sedate
husky beefy, stocky, brawny thin, lean, weak
hypocrisy deceit, imposture honesty, sincerely
hypocritical treacherous, disloyal, false, traitorous candid, honest, loyal, moral, sincere
identity sameness, oneness difference, not similar
imbibe absorb, engross, assimilate, digest eject, discharge, vomit
immaculate spotless, stainless spotted, stained
immerse dip, plunge, douse, submerge draw out
immunity exemption, release, freedom, privilege subjection, liability
impatient restless, hasty patient, submissive
impeach accuse, arraign, charge, indict, incriminate exonerate, pardon, forgive
impediment hindrance, prevention facility, liberty
imperative obligatory, commanding, important, essential unimportant, submissive, not compulsory
impertinent irrelevant, impudent pertinent, relevant
implicate entangle, involve exclude
impel drive, motivate, move inhibit, prevent, quell
implicit implied, inferred, covert expressed, reserved, exposed
impenetrable impassable, impermeable, impervious accessible, open, permeable
imposter cheat, rogue honest person
imprudence thoughtlessness, heedlessness prudence, carefulness
imitate ape, copy, mimic, impersonate create, originate
inaccessible unapproachable, distant, remote approachable, accessible
inadvertent inattentive, careless, oversighted attentive, heedful, thoughtful
inclement unmerciful, harsh clement, merciful
incumbent binding, compulsory, obligatory unnecessary, noncompulsory
incite arouse, exhort, forment discourage, hinder, subdue
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
indemnify compensate, reward, repay inflict, loss
industrious busy, active, laborious idle, lazy
inevitable unavoidable, necessary avoidable, unnecessary
induce cajole, coax, persuade, urge, wheedle hinder, repel, subdue, discourage
infirm debilitated, sickly strong, healthy, stout
infinite houndless, illimitable, limitless circumscribed, finite, limited
infringe break, violate submit, obey
insanity lunacy, madness sanity, sensibility
insipid tasteless, dull, flavoured tasty, well-flavoured
instantaneous immediate, quick, momentary future, remote, tardy
intermission suspension, stoppage continuance, resume

intervention
intricate
intrude
insolvent
intuition
invigorate
involuntary
intimidate
irksome
itinerant
jaundiced
jeopardise
jeopardy
jolly
jubilant
judicious
jumble
juvenile
jurisdiction
kindle
kidnap
knotty
knack
laborious
lack
lament
lavish
laxity
legend
lethal

interposition, mediation, involvement
involved, complicated, obscure, knotty
invade, encroach

bankrupt, broke, impecunious

insight, instinct

strengthen, stimulate

compulsory, automatic

browbeat, bulldoze, bully, daunt, dismay, terrorise
tiresome, tedious, difficult

wandering, nomadic

biased, prejudiced, mistrustful, distrustful
hazard, endanger

danger, hazard, menace, peril, risk, threat
jovial, festive

exulting, rejoicing

discriminating, prudent, well-advised
conglomeration, mess, muddle, farrago, confuse
youthful, young

authority, dominion,

fire, ignite, inflame, light, quench

abduct, carry off

hard, intricate

aptitude, faculty, gift

tiresome, wearisome

absence, dearth, shortage

wail, mourn, gloom

excessive, extravagant, prodigal
looseness, slackness

myth, fable, tradition

deadly, mortal, fatal

neglect, hindrance

straightforward, simple, clear, easy
keep away, respect

affluent, flush, rich, well-to-do
calculation, inference

weaken, unnerve

voluntary, spontaneous

blandish, encourage, induce
pleasant, easy

stationary, settled

unprejudiced, unbiased, trusting, confident
secure, preserve

defence, protection, safety
miserable, dull

despondent, despairing

indiscreet, imprudent

clear, straightforward, sequential, order, arrange
senile, old

forbidding, preventing

darken, extinguish, stifle, smother
restore, bring back

smooth, easy, simple

ineptitude, incompetence

easy, light, simple

abundance, sufficiency

rejoice, approve

restrained, economical

tightness, firmness

true story, fact, reality

harmless, enlivening, life-giving, invigorating
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Synonyms Antonyms

Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)

lofty high, tall, elevated, towering, outstanding, summit, low, depressed, degraded short
steep

lucrative profitable, paying unprofitable, losing

luminous light, bright dark, obscure

lunacy insanity, madness sanity, mental soundness

lustre brilliance, brightness dimness, plainness

luxuriant abundant, profuse scanty, barren, scarcity

magnanimous

magnitude size, bulk, largeness smallness

malevolent malignant, spiteful benevolent, kindly
malice spite, hate charity, love

malign asperse, defame, libel, slander, vilify, lampoon praise, eulogise
massive enormous, hefty, huge, immense, vast minute, small, thin
manifest exhibit, show, obvious, conspicuous, evident conceal, suppress, hidden, implicit, secret
meagre scanty, poor plentiful, plump
melancholy sad, gloomy gay, joyous
melodious tuneful, musical unmelodious, tuneless
mercenary hired, mean voluntary, generous
mingle mix, blend dissolve, disentangle
migrate emigrate, immigrate, move, travel remain, stationary
migratory wandering, unsettled settled, stationary
miraculous marvellous, wonderful normal, natural

miscellaneous

generous, noble

mixed, mingled

ungenerous, mean

individual, separate

misery sorrow, distress joy, comfort

miserable dismal, sorry, unhappy cheerful, contended, joyous

moderate restrained, limited immoderate, excessive

monotonous uninflected, dull, boring, imperious, tedious, melodious, cheerful, modest, stimulating, exciting
tiresome

monstrous prodigious, horrible ordinary, normal

mortal perishable, deadly immortal, imperishable

mutable changeable, variable settled, unchanging

mutiny insubordination, revolt loyalty, subordination

mystify puzzle, perplex illuminate, enlighten

myth fable, legend, saga fact, history

mythical legendary, fabulous actual, historic

native aboriginal, indigenous, autochthonous, endemic alien, exotic, foreign, immigrant, imported

nebulous cloudy, misty, confused clear, unclouded

nefarious depraved, corrupt, evil, heinous, villainous chaste, honest, innocent, moral, pious

nervous edgy, excitable, fidgety, restless composed, steady, tranquil, imperturbable

nicety accuracy, precision carelessness, indifferent

notorious disreputable reputable

nugatory trifling, insignificant important, effective
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
numb anaesthetised, insensible, paralysed, deadened lively, active, vigorous, aware
obedient dutiful, good, well-behaved mischievous, stubborn
oblivion forgetfulness, obscurity memory, remembrance
oblivious absent-minded, inattentive, abstracted aware, observant
obnoxious exposed, harmful, hateful, odious, offensive free, cheerful, harmless, humane, lovable, pleasing
obscene filthy, indecent pure, clean
obscure darken, dim, obstruse, arcane, cryptic clear, explicit, plain, transparent
obtuse stupid, dull intelligent, bright
obsessed addicted, addictive, hooked, compulsive instinctive, natural
officious meddlesome, mischievous, obtrusive, prying harmless, non-interfering, incurious, unofficious,
inobtrusive
onerous burdensome, laborious light, easy, trifling

opportunistic
oppress
optimistic
oration
orifice
ostentatious
outrageous
outstanding
overbearing
overture
pacific
palatable
palpable
paltry
paramount
paucity
penitence
pensive
perennial
perseverance
petition
piercing
piteous
plague
plausible
plunge
preamble
precarious
precedence

ambitious, aspiring, pushy

crush, harass

confident, hopeful, sanguine

speech, address

opening, aperture, hole

boastful, pretentious

atrocious, bold, daring, monstrous, scandalous
distinguished, dominant, foremost, paramount
arrogant, domineering

offer, invitation

peaceful, gentle

tasty, appetising

tangible

little, beggarly

supreme, predominant, important, essential
scarcity, fewness, deficiency, inadequate
repentant, remorseful

thoughtful, sorrowful

everlasting, perpetual

persistence, steadiness

request, appeal

sharp, acute, penetrating

sad, sorrowful, mournful

annoy, harass, pester

specious, credible, convincing, believable
immerse, dip

introduction, preface

risky, uncertain

priority, preference

indolent, lazy, timid, uninvolved

relieve, help

pessimistic, cynical, defeatist

silence

ending

reticent, restrained

timid, appropriate

mediocre, usual

deferential, docile

withdrawal, finale

violent, hostile

unpalatable, tasteless

intangible

fine, great, sufficient

subordinate, inferior, irrelevant, unimportant
abundance, multitude, adequate, sufficient
obstinacy, stubbornness

active, gay, happy

temporary, unenduring

slackness, inconstancy

command, order

soft, low

joyful, cheerful

please, comfort, solace

doubtful, implausible, incredible, suspect
draw out, come out

conclusion, ending

safe, secure

inferiority
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
precipitate hasten, expedite, impetuous, impulsive delay, retard, cautious, impassive, thoughtful
preclude prevent, stop, hinder, hamper help, allow, permit
predicate assert, affirm deny, doubt
prefatory introductory, opening concluding, final
pregnant full, teeming empty, meaningless
prejudiced biased, slanted, subjective unbiased, disinterested
prejudicial baneful, biased unbiased, objective
pretence affectation, show, pretext sincerity, reality
prey victim, capture captor, hunter
proclamation announcement, ordinance silence
prodigal extravagant miser, economic
profane unconsecrated, impious sacred, religious
profound deep, fathomless, excess shallow, abstruse
profuse lavish, prodigal meagre, sharing
progeny decendant, offspring ancestors
prolific productive, fruitful unproductive, barren
prohibit ban, debar, enjoin, forbid endorse, permit, allow
prone inclined, prostrate averse, upright
propel press, push, shove, thrust, urge discourage, pull, stop
proscribe outlaw, denounce pardon, forgive
prosecute indict, pursue abandon, defend
prototype archetype, exempler, ideal, original copy, counterpart, duplicate
provident foreseeing, thrifty improvident, extravagant
provisional conditional, contingent, tentative, dependent conclusive, definite, permanent
prudent judicious, cautious, economical, frugal imprudent, injudicious, incautious
pungent sharp, stinking mild, harmless
quack charlatan, imposter professional, qualified
quash annul, cancel ratify, confirm, restore
quell calm, placate, subdue noisy
quench extinguish, put out light, ignite, arouse
radiance brilliancy, lustre dullness, dimness
radical fundamental, organic superficial, incomplete
ragged torn, jagged untorn, even
raid foray, incursion, invasion, sortie depress, descend, lower
random casual, desultory, haphazard formal, invariable, orderly, systematic
rancid tainted, sour untainted, sweet
rational intelligent, reasonable irrational, foolish
rebuff reprimand, rebuke encourage, approve
recede retire, withdraw advance, retreat
reciprocal mutual, correlative selfish, individual

reckless rash, regardless cautious, prudent
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
rectify repair, renew, remedy, renovate destroy, save, keep, conserve, repair
redeem buy back, recover retain, detain
redundant exuberant, excessive scanty, deficient
relinquish abandon, abdicate, cede, renounce, resign, yield retain, cherish, possess, maintain
remission abatement, relaxation increase, augmentation
repudiate renounce, reject allow, admit
repugnant distasteful, offensive agreeable, pleasant
repulsive abhorrent, abominable, disgusting, loathsome admirable, alluring, amiable, charming
resolute determined, firm irresolute, undecided
respite pause, cessation continuance, perpetuity
restoration recovery, reinstatement destruction, withholding
restraint check, hindrance freedom, frankness
retrospect review prospect
reveal publish, disclose conceal, hide
revive renew, reanimate depress, deject
revolt rebel, mutiny loyal, obey, submit
ridiculous laughable, absurd grave, serious

righteousness
robust
ruinous
rupture
rustic
sacrilegious
sacred

sad

saddle
sane
saucy
savoury
sarcastic
scandal
scandalous
scanty
scatter
sceptic
seclusion
secular
sedate
seductive
semblance
sensual

uprightness, goodness

strong, hale, stout, lusty, portly
dilapidated, harmful

breach, break

rural, simple, rude, clownish

profane, impious

blessed, consecrated

dejected, depressed, despondent, disconsolate
load, burden

sound, healthy, sensible, reasonable
impertinent, rude

tasty, palatable, spicy

biting, caustic, cutting, sardonic
shame, infamy, slander

atrocious, monstrous

insufficient, meagre, inadequate, scarce
sprinkle, disperse, diffuse, disseminate
agnostic, atheist, doubter, unbeliever
separation, withdrawal

temporal, civil, lay, profane, worldly
calm, composed, sober, serious, solemn, staid
alluring, enticing, attractive, luring
resemblance, likeness

carnal, fleshly

ungodliness, dishonesty

thin, lean, weak, fragile

whole, sound

union, attachment

urbane, polished

pious, reverent

temporal, worldly

joyous, blithe, cheerful, jubilant, lively
unload, disburden

unsound, confused, unreasonable, insane
polite, reserved

unsavoury, tasteless

complimentary, flattering, favourable
credit, praise

appropriate, commendable, humane, polite
abundant, plentiful, adequate

retain, hold, gather, unite

believer, bigot, pietist, religious, zealot
publicity, union

religious, eternal, pious

perturbed, agitated, fighty, light-hearted
repelling, chill, dissuade

unlikeness

ascetic, spiritual
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
servile slavish, menial masterly, lordly
shackle fetter, hamper loose, release
shuffle mix, confuse clear, be frank
slender slim, fragile, weak, thin fat, bulky, stout, strong
sloth torpor, inactivity, laziness activity, vigour
smite strike, beat, hit spare, repair
snug close, comfortable uncomfortable
smudge soil, besmirch, dirty bleach, clean, purify
sober moderate, calm immoderate, excited
solace console, comfort, peace vex, pain, irritation
solemn formal, ceremonial informal, profane
solicitude care, concern, worry, anxiety careless, unconcerned
solitary lone, single, secluded companionable, sociable
sophistry casuistry, hair-splitting uncontroversial
sordid dirty, foul, filthy clean, polished
sovereign royal, regal, authority subject, ineffectual
speculation thought, theory action, fact
speculator barracker, observer performer, participant
splendid gorgeous, sumptuous shabby, cheap
spontaneous voluntary, without preparation involuntary, with prior preparation
spurious illegitimate, forged, counterfeit, shoddy genuine, authentic, accurate, sincere
squander dissipate, waste save, economise
stagnant still, motionless, stationary running, moving, in action
stake risk, hazard shirk, avoid
staunch firm, resolute infirm, unsteady
steadfast fixed, established unfixed, infirm
steep abrupt, precipitous flat, gentle, level, low
sterile arid, barren, childless, unfruitful bearing, fruitful, viable, yielding, productive
stimulate arouse, stir calm, tranquil
stout strong, robust, portly thin, lean, weak
stray wander, err, deviate stay, continue
stringent astringent, contracting, tight relaxing, gentle
strip denude, uncover, bare cover, clothe
stubborn obstinate, unyielding, adamant, inflexible adaptable, docile, yielding, tractable
sublime high, exalted low, depressed
subdue check, constrain, curb, repress, restrain, suppress incite, stimulate

subservient
subsistence
subtle
subvert
sumptuous

ancillary, inferior, unscrupulous
living, existence

nice, delicate, rare, thin, crafty
overthrow, destroy

costly, expensive

superior, leading, scrupulous
starvation

rough, coarse, unrefined, simple

reconstruct, restore
cheap, simple
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
superfluous redundant, useless, harmful, unprofitable useful, beneficial, profitable, serviceable
superlative highest, greatest lowest, smallest
surmise suspect, suppose know, be sure, exact
susceptible sensitive, impressionable insusceptible, hard
suspicious doubtful, questionable certain, trustful, clear
swell dilate, expand, bulge diminish, lessen, deflate
symbolical typical, representative actual
synonymous equivalent, similar dissimilar, contrary
tacit implied, implicit explicit, expressed
taciturn close, reticent, uncommunicative, secretive communicative, open, unreserved, talkative
tangible tactile, substantial impalpable, unreal
tantamount equivalent, equal unequal, non-equivalent
taunt jeer, flout, scoff, gibe soothe, commend, praise
tedious wearisome, irksome delightful, agreeable
tenacity adhesiveness, obstinacy looseness, inertia
terrestrial earthy, worldly heavenly, celestial
testimony witness, deposition concealment, denial
theatrical dramatic, showy, histrionic natural, real, prosaic
terse compendious, laconic, concise, brief lengthy, talkative, tedious
thrifty provident, economical prodigal, uneconomic
thriftless wasteful, improvident, spendthrift cautious, frugal, miserly, thrifty
thwart oppose, frustrate, balk, foil, inhibit help, advance, permit, allow
tipsy intoxicated, drunk, nervous, shaken, agitated sober, calm, composed, cool
torment pain, torture comfort, easy, tranquil
tortuous twisted, winding, crooked straight, honest, simple
tranquil calm, quiet, composed, peaceful disturbed, agitated
treachery disloyalty, perfidy loyalty, faith
trench infringe, trespass respect, observe
trifle toy, play, wanton serious
trivial paltry, petty significant, important
triumph victory, achievement lament, fail
turbulent blustering, riotous, stormy, violent tranquil, peaceful
turmoil bustle, confusion, hurry quiet, peacefulness
turpitude baseness, depravity, wickedness, vileness worthiness, goodness
tyrant despot, autocrat constitutional, sovereign
tyro beginner, novice, neophite expert, old hand, veteran
unethical amoral, immoral, unprincipled moral, principled
unanimous accordant, harmonious discordant, disagreeing
unique solve, single, unmatched common, frequent
uphold back, champion, defend betray, destroy, drop
urbane cultivated, genteel, sophisticated brusque, gauche, vulgar
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Synonyms Antonyms
Word (similar meaning) (opposite meaning)
urbanity civility, politeness rudeness, harshness
utopian ideal, imaginary practical, real
vacillation hesitation, wavering decision, firmness
vagrant wandering, roaming settled, homely
vague uncertain, indefinite certain, definite, sure
vain empty, worthless useful, effective
valiant brave, gallant cowardly, unheroic
validity efficiency, authority inefficiency, weakness
vanish disappear, pass away appear, live, survive
vehement violent, boisterous weak, cold, lean
veil screen, hide, conceal disclose, uncover
velocity swiftness, rapidity slowness, tardiness
venerable reverend, grave trifling, light
verbose wordy, diffuse, long-winded, repetitious terse, silent, speechless
veracity truth, reality, correctness fiction, unreality
vexatious annoying, harassing, irritating, knotty satisfying, pleasing, soothing, easy, simple
vicious faulty, defective, corrupt, depraved perfect, incorrupt, moral
viable fertile, fruitful aborted, sterile, untenable
vibrate fluctuate, oscillate stationary, motionless
vigour power, strength weakness, sickness
vindictive revengeful, spiteful, malevolent, malacious benevolent, kindly, forgiving, friendly, generous,
humane
vivid lively, clear dull, unimpressive
vogue fashion, usage, trend unpopular, outdated
voluntary spontaneous, free involuntary
voracious greedy, ravenous satiable, satisfied
vulnerable weak, exposed, untenable, defenceless fortified, strong, invulnerable, guarded, invincible
wander meander, ramble, range, roam, rove, stray remain, rest, settle, steady
wariness caution, circumspection, vigilence, watchfulness incautious, careless
warrant guarantee, certify, authorise forbid, disallow
wearisome fatiguing, irksome, tiring, tedious refreshing, restful
whimsical freakish, fanciful, eccentric, capricious serious, staid
wistful pensive, thoughtful, dreamy, moody, nostalgic cheerful, happy, heedless, airy, flippant
wretched unfortunate, sad, miserable, dismal, sorry fortunate, happy, joyous, contended
wrinkle fold, crease, crimp, pleat smooth surface, flat, straighten
yearn hanker, long, pine, crave, covet, long for be satisfied, be contended
yield forgo, give in, surrender, relinquish, concede resist, withhold, refuse
yoke link, bondage, slavery freedom, liberty
zeal passion, eagerness apathy, weakness
zenith top, apex, climax, pinnacle, summit base, bottom, foot, low
zest brio, dash, drive, energy, gusto, pleasure, spirit dullness, blandness, exhaustion, dislike, weariness,

distaste
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LIST OF DIFFICULT WORDS AND THEIR MEANING

A

Abase: (v.) to lower in rank, office, prestige, or esteem—I wouldn’t abase myself by getting into an argument
with him. Noun: abasement.

Abdicate: (v.) abdicate: to cast off; discard; to relinquish—He abdicated all responsibility for the work to
his elder son. Noun: abdication.

Aberrant: (adj.) straying from the right or normal way; deviating from the usual or natural type; atypical—His
aberrant behaviour after his failure worried his friends. Nouns: aberrant (person who behaves exhibits aberrant
behaviour) aberrance; aberrancy.

Abeyance: (n.) a state of temporary suspension or inactivity—The plan was held in abeyance till the funds
could be arranged.

Abnegation (n.) a denial; self-denial; Abnegation of responsibility is bringing with it the anarchy, chaos and
violence in society.

Abrogate (v.) to cancel by authority—The treaty can be abrogated only by the President himself.

Abstemious (adj.): marked by restraint especially in the consumption of food or alcohol—The hermit
led an abstemious way of life.

Abstruse (adj.) hard to understand; deep; recondite—The concept was too abstruse for the average student
to grasp.

Acerbic (adj.) tasting sour; harsh in language or temper—The opposition party’s acerbic comments about the
Prime Minister was met with wide disapproval.

Acquiesce (v.) to agree without protest—The students acquiesced to the fee hike even though they were
opposed to it.

Acrimony (n.): harsh or biting sharpness especially of words, manner, or disposition—There was too much
acrimony between the brothers for the dispute to be solved amicably.

Adjure (v.) to command solemnly; to urge or advise earnestly; beg—The judge adjured the witness to
speak honestly and truthfully.

Adroit (adj.) having or showing skill, cleverness, or resourcefulness in handling situations; clever; dexterous—
His adroit handling of an awkward situation won him praise from everyone.

Aesthetic (adj.) of, relating to, or dealing with the beautiful aesthetic theories; artistic a work of aesthetic
value; pleasing in appearance aesthetic features—His review made one wonder what kind of aesthetic taste
the critic had.

Aggrandize (v.) to make more powerful; increase; enlarge—He exploited the situation to aggrandize himself.
Alacrity (n.) promptness in response; cheerful readiness—She accepted the invitation with alacrity.
Alleviate (v.) to relieve; lessen; to make (as suffering) more bearable. Her sympathy alleviated his distress

Altruism (n.) unselfish regard for or devotion to the welfare of—There are certainly people who take up causes
that help people they have never met with pure altruism.

Ambivalent (adj.) simultaneous and contradictory attitudes or feelings (as attraction and repulsion) toward;
continual fluctuation (as between one thing and its opposite); uncertainty as to which approach to follow—Many
parents are ambivalent about giving their child a cell phone, fearing that their child would spend all his time
chatting with his friends.

Ameliorate (v.) to improve or make better—There are several biologically plausible reasons why zinc may
help in ameliorating symptoms of the common cold.

Anachronism (n.) a chronological misplacing of persons, events, objects, or customs in regard to each other.
The film about Ice Age had an anachronism in one of the frames with a car in the background.

m 4.23



4.24 m Objective English

Anoint (v.) to smear with ointment or apply an oily substance; choose by or as if by divine intervention—She
was anointed the head of the Christian fundamentalist group.

Anomaly (n.) an oddity, inconsistency; a deviation from the norm—The defence lawyer pointed out a glaring
anomaly in the evidence.

Antagonism (n.) hostility; opposition—The antagonism was created by a misunderstanding.
Antipathy (n.) a strong dislike or repugnance—She had an antipathy toward meat as she was a vegetarian.

Apocalypse (n) one of the Jewish and Christian writings of 200 BC to AD 150 marked by pseudonymity,
symbolic imagery, and the expectation of an imminent cosmic cataclysm in which God destroys the ruling powers
of evil and raises the righteous to life in a messianic kingdom; revelation; something viewed as a prophetic
revelation; Armageddon—Science-fiction movies seem to relish apocalyptic visions—In the nuclear age, we
live in the shadow of the apocalypse.

Apocryphal (adj.) counterfeit; of doubtful authorship or authenticity—Wildly apocryphal rumours about
terrorist attacks raced through the city.

Arcane (adj.) obscure; mysterious; understood only by a few—The old men found the technical consultant’s
explanation of the problem arcane.

Archetype (n.) original pattern or model; prototype; a perfect example—Frankenstein, Dracula, Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hyde are the archetypes that have influenced many horror stories.

Assiduous (adj.) carefully attentive—She tended her garden with assiduous attention.
Assuage (v.) to relieve; ease; make less severe—Medication should assuage the pain.
Attenuate (v.) to thin out; to weaken—Medicine attenuated the fever’s effect.

Austere (adj.) having a stern look; having strict self-discipline—Gandhiji led an austere life.

Avarice (n.) excessive or insatiable desire for wealth or gain; greediness—His avarice for money made him
work long hours and without rest.

Azure (adj.) the clear blue colour of the sky—The azure sky made the picnic day perfect.

Baleful (adj.) harmful, malign, deadly or pernicious in influence; foreboding evil—The Florida eagles have a
fierce baleful look.

Banal (adj.) trite; without freshness or originality—this is the hundredth Hindi film that I have seen with the
banal tale of unrequited love.

Baneful (adj.) deadly or causing distress; seriously harmful—He was ruined by the baneful habit of cocaine.
Bastion (n.) a fortified place or strong defence—The strength of the bastion saved the soldiers inside it.

Batten (v.) to grow fat; to feed gluttonously; to grow prosperous especially at the expense of another—Politicians
batten themselves on the helpless.

Bellicose (adj.) quarrelsome; warlike—The bellicose guest would not be invited again.

Beneficent (adj.) doing or producing good: especially, performing acts of kindness and charity—He is a
beneficent person, always helping people in need.

Berate (v.) scold; reproach; criticize—The child was berated by the parents for telling lies.

Bilateral (adj.) having two sides; affecting reciprocally two nations or parties—The bilateral agreement between
the neighbouring countries prevented war between them at all times.

Blasphemous (adj.) irreligious; away from acceptable standards; speaking ill of using profane language—The
upper-class parents thought that it was blasphemous for their son to marry a waitress.

Blatant (adj.) obvious; unmistakable; crude; vulgar—She broke down at his words uttered with blatant
disregard for a person’s feelings.



Word Stock

Bode (v.) foretell; to indicate by signs; presage—The controversy about who should be chief bodes ill for both
the candidates.

Boor (n.) a rude person—Though not invited, the boor turned up for the party.

Broach (v.) to open up (a subject) for discussion, to make known for the first time—We broached our plans
for the new year.

Brusque (adj.) abrupt in manner or speech—His brusque answer was neither acceptable nor polite.
Bucolic (adj.) relating to or typical of rural life—The bucolic setting inspired the artist.

Burgeon (v.) to grow or develop quickly—Many people view the quickly burgeoning population of the cities
as a problem.

Burlesque (n.) a literary or dramatic work that seeks to ridicule by means of grotesque exaggeration or comic
imitation; a mockery—The antics of the defence attorneys turned the trial into a burlesque of justice.

Burly (adj.) strong; bulky; muscular—Her bodyguard was a burly man.
C
Cache (n.) a hiding place for goods—The cache of arms was hidden under the bed.

Cacophony (n.) a harsh and discordant sound; dissonance—Rock music was termed by his grandfather as
mere cacophony.

Cajole (v.) to persuade with flattery or gentle urging; to deceive with soothing words or false promises—The
contractor resorted to lies in order to cajole the disgruntled workers back to work.

Callow (adj.) lacking adult sophistication; immature—Although the girl was an adult, yet her actions suggested
that she was a callow.

Calumny (n.) a misrepresentation intended to blacken another’s reputation; slander—It is pure calumny to say
that the tribal worship their idols in a way any different from ours.

Canard (n.) false or unfounded report or story—The ruling coalition is trying to prove that the scam was a
canard contrived by the opposition.

Caprice (n.) a sudden, impulsive, and seemingly unmotivated notion or action; a sudden usually unpredictable
condition, change, or series of changes—I’m tired of the old man and his caprices.

Captious (adj.) disposed to find fault—A captious attitude often causes difficulties in a relationship.
carte blanche (n.) unlimited authority—The interior designer was given carte blanche to do the house.

Castigate (v.) to punish through public criticism—The Minister castigated the bureaucrat for the delay in the
implementation of the scheme.

Cataclysm (n.) flood, deluge, catastrophe ; an event that brings great changes—The stress of puberty is the
most intense natural cataclysm that a growing child has to undergo.

Catharsis (n.) a purging or relieving of the body or mind—The city may be in mourning, but the numerous
prayers and candlelight vigils help provide some emotional catharsis.

Censure (v.) to criticize or disapprove of—He was censured by his employers for the impolite behavior with
a client.

Chafe (v.) to annoy, to irritate; to wear away or make sore by rubbing—His constant teasing chafed her.

Chagrin (n.) disquietude or distress of mind caused by humiliation, disappointment, or failure—To her chagrin,
the party ended just as she arrived.

Chicanery (n.) trickery or deception—The swindler seemed to be well-trained in chicanery.

Chimera (n.) an impossible fancy—He told his friends that he saw a flying saucer, but perhaps it was only a
chimera.
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Circumspect (adj.) carefully considering all circumstances and possible consequences; prudent—After the
first failure they became circumspect in all their decisions.

Cogent (adj.) appealing forcibly to the mind or reason convincing—The lawyer made a cogent and compelling
presentation of the case in favour of the defendant.

Cogitate (v.) to think hard; ponder; meditate—TIt is necessary to cogitate on decisions which affect life goals.

Cognitive (adj.) possessing the power to think; capable of perception—An estimated 23% of people over 65
years of age suffer from mild cognitive impairment.

Cohesion (n.) the act of holding together; unity—The staff lacked cohesion in pursuing the common goals of
the company.

Commiserate (v.) to show sympathy for—When I lost, she commiserated over my failure.
Complacent (adj.) content; self-satisfied; smug—He had become complacent after years of success.

Complaisance (n.) the quality of being agreeable or eager to please—The complaisant waiter was in no hurry
for us to leave.

Conceit (n.) an exaggerated personal opinion—The film star’s belief that he was the most popular actor in the
industry was pure conceit.

Conciliatory (adj.) reconciling, appeasing—The two neighbouring nations never seem to find any conciliatory
ground between them.

Conclave (n.) any private meeting or closed assembly—The conclave was to meet outside the city.

Connoisseur (n.) expert; authority (usually refers to a wine or food expert)—Let him choose the wine—he’s
the connoisseur.

Consecrate (v.) to declare sacred; to dedicate—The park was consecrated to the memory of the missing soldiers.

Consternation (n.) amazement or dismay that hinders or throws into confusion—The two friends stared at
each other in consternation, and neither knew what to do

Contiguous (adj.) being in actual contact: touching along a boundary or at a point—Maharashtra, Gujarat, and
Rajasthan are contiguous States.

Contravene (v.) to act contrary to; to oppose or contradict—the management cannot frame rules that contravene
the law of the state.

Contrite (adj.) regretful; sorrowful; having repentance—The contrite man apologized profusely.
Conundrum (n.) a puzzle or riddle—I spent two hours trying to figure out the conundrum.

Corroborate (v.) to support with evidence; confirm—The account given by the accused was not corroborated
by the statement of the witnesses.

Covenant (n.) a binding and solemn agreement—With the exchange of vows, the covenant was complete.
Cower (v.) to huddle and tremble—The hostages cowered in their seats.

Culpable (adj.) deserving blame; guilty—She was the one who committed the crime but he was culpable also
Curmudgeon (n.) an ill-tempered person—The curmudgeon asked the children not to play near his house.

Cursory (adj.) rapidly and often superficially performed; hasty—A cursory reading of the report convinced
him about her involvement in the crime.

Cynic (n.) a fault-finding captious critic; one who believes that human conduct is motivated wholly by self-
interest—A cynic might see this charity drive as simply a ploy to make us part with more money.

D
Dauntless (adj.) fearless; not discouraged—The dauntless firefighters rescued the child.

Debacle (n.) disaster; collapse; a rout—The new regulations by the SEBI are meant to prevent another debacle
in the stock markets.
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Debase (v.) to make lower in quality—People from the North complain that people in Mumbai have debased
the Hindi language.

Debauchery (n.) extreme indulgence in sensuality—It suits you so badly- all this debauchery, dissipation,
and the rest of it.

Debilitate (v.) to enfeeble; to wear out—The prolonged illness debilitated him to the point that he was unable
to walk.

Decadence (n.) a decline in morals or art; implies a reaching and passing the peak of development and a turn
downward with a consequent loss in vitality or energy—Love of luxury is a sign of cultural decadence .

Decry (v.) to denounce or condemn openly—The critics decried the film for its lack of technical skill.

Deferential (adj.) respect and esteem due a superior or an elder; affected or ingratiating regard for another’s
wishes—The student was polite and deferential while speaking to his professor.

Deleterious (adj.) harmful; hurtful; noxious—Deleterious fumes escaped from the overturned truck carrying
chemicals.

Delineate (v.) to outline; to describe—the Minister delineated the steps taken by the government to control prices.
Demur (v.; n.) to delay, hesitate—She hated air travel, so when the subject of the vacation came up she demurred.

Deprecate (v.) to express disapproval of; to protest against—The environmentalists deprecated the cutting
down of trees for the new road.

Desultory (adj.) moving in a random, directionless manner—Most of the audience felt that his speech was
desultory.

Determinate (adj.) distinct limits—The new laws were very determinate as far as what was allowed and what
was not allowed.

Dexterous (adj.) skillful, quick mentally or physically; clever—The batsman showed dexterous ingenuity
with the bat .

Diatribe (n.) a bitter or abusive speech—Graceless in loss, he burst into a diatribe against his rivals when he
lost the championship.

Didactic (adj.) instructive; dogmatic; preachy—Our teacher’s didactic technique boosted our scores.

Dilettante (n.) an admirer of the fine arts; a dabbler; an amateur—Though she played the piano like a professional,
she was merely a dilettante.

Disarray (n.) (state of) disorder—The thief left the house in disarray.

Discreet (adj.) showing good judgment in conduct; prudent—I told her about my personal life, because I could
trust her to be discreet.

Discrete (adj.) separate; individually distinct; composed of distinct parts—these are two discrete issues; they
need to be discussed separately.

Disdain (n.) intense dislike; look down upon; scorn—The problem with my friend is that if T don’t agree with
him, he shows great disdain for me.

Disingenuous (adj.) not frank or candid; deceivingly simple—His answers are always disingenuous; you
cannot make out what he really means.

Disinterested (adj.) neutral; unbiased—His decision will be fair to everyone as he is the most disinterested
party in this controversy.

Disparage (v.) to belittle; undervalue; to discredit—She disparaged her student’s efforts in the event when she
took the credit for its success all for herself.

Disparate (adj.) unequal; dissimilar; different—He and his poor friend come from starkly disparate backgrounds.
Dissemble (v.) to pretend; to feign; to conceal by pretense—The man dissembled his assets to avoid paying zaxes.

Distension (n.) inflation or extension—The wooden table distended and lost shape after being left in the rain.
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Dither (v.) to act indecisively; a confused condition—She dithered every time she had to make a decision.

Dogmatic (adj.) stubborn; biased; opinionated—When the professor became too dogmatic in his speech, the
students began to leave his lectures.

Dormant (adj.) as if asleep—They say that only one third of one’s vocabulary is active; two third is dormant.
Doughty (adj.) brave and strong—The doughty fireman saved the woman’s life.
Duplicity (n.) deception—She broke up with him for his duplicity.

Duress (n.) imprisonment; the use of threats—The convict pleaded in the court that his confession to the police
was made under duress.

Ebullience (n.) an overflowing of high spirits; effervescence—She emanated ebullience as she learnt about
her first rank in the exam.

Eclectic (adj.) selecting what appears to be the best in various doctrines, methods, or styles; composed of
elements drawn from various sources—To be good in reading Comprehension your reading should be eclectic.

Edify (v.) to build or establish; to instruct and improve the mind; enlighten—The students found their philosophy
professor’s lectures to be edifying.

Efface (v.) to erase; to make inconspicuous—Daylight effaced the stars.

Effrontery (n.) arrogance—The effrontery of the young man was offensive.

Effusive (adj.) pouring out or forth; overflowing—The effusive currents rush through the broken dam.
Egress (n.) a way out; exit—The doorway provided an egress from the chamber.

Ellipsis (n.) omission of words that would make the meaning clear—The accidental ellipsis confused all those
who heard the speech.

Elucidate (v.) to make clear; to explain—The first sentence of the chapter elucidated its purpose.

Elusive (adj.) hard to catch—The thief proved to be too elusive for the police, they could never catch him.
Emanate (v.) to emit—Thick smoke emanated from the building that was on fire.

Embellish (v.) to make beautiful with ornamentation; decorate—His fanciful account that embellishes the true story.

Encomium (n.) formal expression of high praise—The actor’s speech was a long encomium for his producer
and director as he received the award.

Encumber (v.) to hold back; to hinder; to burden, weigh down—His was a life that has always been encumbered
with responsibilities.

Endemic (adj.) native to a particular area; constantly present in a particular country or locality—The endemic
fauna was of great interest to the anthropologist.

Enervate (v.) to weaken; to deprive of nerve or strength—The sickness enervates its victims completely.
Engender (v.) to cause to exist; produce—The group attempted to engender changes to the law.
Enigmatic (adj.) baffling—The enigmatic murder puzzled the detective.

Ennui (n.) boredom; apathy—Ennui set in when the children had broken all the toys.

Ephemeral (adj.) very short-lived; lasting only a short time—His happiness was always ephemeral as he lived
alone; it was soon replaced by boredom.

Epicure (n.) a person who has good taste in food and drink—As an epicure, he Visits only the best restaurants
in town.

Epitome (n.) model; typical or ideal example—The student chosen to represent the school was the epitome of
dedication and excellence.



Word Stock

Equivocal (adj.) doubtful; uncertain—His equivocal behavior caused uneasiness.

Erudite (adj.) learned, having a wide knowledge acquired through reading—He was an erudite scholar in
philosophy.

Eschew (v.) to shun; to avoid—Gandhiji exhorted people to eschew violence.

Esoteric (adj.) understood by only a chosen few; confidential—The esoteric language was only known by the
select group.

Evanescent (adj.) vanishing quickly; dissipating like a vapor—The evanescent mirage could only be seen at
a certain angle.

Exculpate (v.) to free from guilt—Though he was innocent he did not try to exculpate from the crime he was
charged with.

Exhume (v.) to unearth; to reveal—The scientists exiumed the body from the grave to test the body’s DNA.

Exigent (adj.) a situation calling for immediate attention—The exigent request for more assistance was answered
quickly.

Exonerate (v.) to declare or prove blameless—Hopefully, the judge will exonerate you of any wrongdoing.

Expedient (adj.) convenient in obtaining a result; guided by self-interest—To drop the case against the minister
was politically expedient decision.

Expedite (v.) to hasten the action of—We can expedite the transaction if we tell them it is an emergency.

F

Facetious (adj.) joking in an awkward or improper manner—When I called you a fool, I’'m sure you realized
I was only being very facetious.

Fallible (adj.) liable to be mistaken or erroneous—The sick man kept repeating that he was in the hands of
God, not fallible human doctors.

Fanatic (n.) enthusiast; extremist—The terrorist group comprised fanatics.
Fastidious (adj.) difficult to please; dainty—The fastidious girl would not consider any offers as suitable.
Fathom (v.) to understand—It was difficult to fathom why he sold his business.

Fatuous (adj.) lacking in seriousness; vain and silly—This is going to sound completely fatuous, but it’s my
honest answer.

Fecund (adj.) productive; fertile; prolific—Zebrafish are highly fecund—each female is capable of laying 200
eggs per clutch.

Feign (v.) pretend—TIt is not uncommon for a child to feign illness to avoid school.
Ferret (v.) to force out of hiding; to search for—The police will ferret the fugitive out of his hiding place.

Fetish (n.) anything to which one gives excessive devotion; fixation—She has made a fetish of cleanliness,
cleaning her house several times a day.

Finesse (n.) the ability to handle situations with skill and diplomacy—She managed that situation with great
finesse.

Flaccid (adj.) lacking firmness—His muscles have become completely flaccid.
Flagrant (adj.) glaringly wrong—The flagrant foul during the game was apparent to everyone.

Flamboyant (adj.) being too showy or ornate—They were all very flamboyant women, very well dressed with
lots of jewellery.

Flippant (adj.) talkative; disrespectful—The teacher became upset with the flippant answer from the student.

Flux (n.) a flow; a continual change—Fashion is always in a state of flux.
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Foray (v.) to raid for spoil; a venture or an initial attempt outside one’s usual area—An actor’s foray into politics.

Forbearance (n.) patience; self-restraint—He exhibited remarkable forbearance when his boss insulted him
in public.

Forensic (adj.) belonging to, used in, or suitable to courts of judicature or to public discussion and debate;
argumentative; rhetorical; relating to or dealing with the application of scientific knowledge to legal problems
forensic medicine forensic science forensic pathologist forensic experts—The forensic squad dealt with
the legal investigation.

Fortitude (n.) firm courage; strength—He showed great fortitude during his long illness

Fortuitous (adj.) happening accidentally—His fortuitous meeting with his friend proved lucky for him.
Fractious (adj.) rebellious; apt to quarrel—Fractious siblings aggravate their parents.

Frenetic (adj.) frenzied—The police received a frenetic call from the scene of the crime.

Froward (adj.) not willing to yield or comply with what is reasonable—The executive had to deal with a
froward peer who was becoming increasingly difficult.

Fulminate (v.) to blame, denunciate—The social activist in his speech fulminated against political chicanery.

Furtive (adj.) secretive; sly—He cast a furtive glance in her direction.

G
Gaffe (n.) a blunder—Calling his fiancée by the wrong name was a huge gaffe.

Gainsay (v.) to speak against; to contradict; to deny—During the group discussion, he tried to gainsay me, but
I was well prepared with facts.

Galvanize (v.) to stimulate as if by electric shock; startle; excite—The group is trying to galvanize support
for the victimized woman.

Gamut (n.) a complete range; any complete musical scale—SRKs roles in films run the entire gamut of villain
to superhero to comedian.

Garish (adj.) gaudy, showy—The gold fixtures seemed garish.

Garner (v.) to gather up and store; to collect—The squirrels garnered nuts for the winter.

Garrulous (adj.) extremely talkative or wordy—He became more garrulous after drinking a couple of beer.
Gauche (adj.) awkward; lacking social grace—Would it be gauche of me to ask her how old she is?

Gauntlet (n.) a protective glove— The gauntlet saved the man’s hand from being burned in the fire. (An open
challenge (as to combat) —used in phrases like throw down the gauntlet)

Genre (adj.) designating a type of film or book—The genre of the book is popular science.

Germane (adj.) pertinent; related; to the point—My personal opinion isn’t germane to our discussion of the
facts of the case.

Gerrymander (v.) to gain advantage by manipulating unfairly—To gerrymander during negotiations is
considered unfair.

Glib (adj.) smooth and slippery; speaking or spoken in a smooth manner—The salesman was so glib that the
customers failed to notice the defects in the product.

Glutton (n.) overeater—He is such a glutton that he ate the whole cake.

Gourmand (n.) one who is excessively fond of eating and drinking:—He is such a gourmand that he vacationed
to Europe every year just for the wine.

Grandiose (adj.) magnificent; flamboyant—He was always full of grandiose ideas.

Gregarious (adj.) fond of the company of others—She is outgoing and gregarious.



Word Stock

Guile (n.) slyness; deceit—By using his guile, the gambler almost always won at the card table.
Gullible (adj.) easily fooled—They sell overpriced items to gullible tourists.
H

Hackneyed (adj.) lacking in freshness or originality; commonplace; trite—It may be hackneyed, but it is true
that the harder you work, the luckier you get.

Haggard (adj.) untamed; having a worn look—She looked tired and haggard after the illness.
Halcyon (adj.) tranquil; happy—TI keep remembering the halcyon years of growing up in a village.
Hapless (adj.) unlucky; unfortunate—The injured and hapless captain could not lead the team to victory.

Harangue (v.) a speech addressed to a public assembly; a ranting speech or writing—The chief guest launched
into a long harangue about the evils of pop culture.

Harbinger (n.) forerunner; indication—The new year was seen as a harbinger of better times.

Haughty (adj.) proud of oneself and scornful of others—The haughty ways she displayed at her work turned
off her peers.

Hedonistic (adj.) living for pleasure—Their vacation to Switzerland turned to be hedonistic adventure.

Hegemony (n.) dominance, especially of one nation over others—Colonization was an example of imposing
British hegemony over other regions.

Heresy (n.) opinion contrary to popular belief or ideology—The fact that the earth is round was considered
heresy at one time.

Hiatus (n.) interval; break; period of rest—Summer vacation provided a much-needed hiatus for the students.

Hierarchy (n.) a system of persons or things arranged according to rank—When I joined the company I was
at the bottom of the hierarchy.

Homily (n.) solemn moral talk; sermon—We listened to another one of his homilies about the value of public
service.

Hubris (n.) arrogance—His failure in life was brought on by his hubris.
Histrionic (adj.) theatrical—She had a propensity for violence and histrionic displays of temper
Holocaust (n.) destruction by fire—We live in the shadow of a nuclear holocaust

Horticulture (n.) the science and art of growing fruits, vegetables, flowers, or ornamental plants—Women
constitute the majority of workers in African export horticulture.

Humane (adj.) marked by kindness or consideration—It is not humane to treat animals in a cruel manner.

Husbandry (n.) frugality; thrift; also agriculture—In accordance with his practice of good husbandry, he never
buys anything on credit.

Hybrid (n.) anything of mixed origin—The flower was a hybrid of three different flowers.

Hyperbole (n.) an exaggeration, not to be taken seriously—The snake in the garden was 20 feet long, he said
with a measure of hyperbole.

Hypochondriac (n.) person unduly worried about his health; worrier without cause about illness—My brother
is a real hypochondriac. Every time he reads about some new disease, he thinks he has it.

Iconoclast (n.) one who destroys revered images; an attacker of cherished beliefs—High criticism of the
government, religion, and custom made him an iconoclast.

Idiosyncrasy (n.) any personal peculiarity, mannerism—Her tendency to bite her nails is an idiosyncrasy.

Imbue (v.) to soak or stain; permeate—The values that he had imbued from education remained with him all
his life.
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Immaculate (adj.) perfectly clean; correct; pure—He always dressed immaculately.
Imminent (adj.) likely to happen without delay—The clouds signaled the imminent rains.
Immutable (adj.) unchangeable; permanent—Nature’s laws are immutable.

Impasse (n.) a situation that has no solution or escape; deadlock—An arbitrator is necessary to break the
impasse in the negotiations.

Impassive (adj.) showing no emotion—The culprit remained impassive throughout the trial.
Impecunious (adj.) poor; having no money—They were impecunious and did not buy any gift for the host.
Impede (v.) to stop the progress of; obstruct—The rain impeded the work on the building.

Impenitent (adj.) without regret, shame, or remorse—His impenitent remark proved that he did not regret the
crime.

Imperious (adj.) arrogant; urgent—Her imperious manner cost her all her friends.
Imperturbable (adj.) calm; not easily excited—He remained imperturbable throughout the argument.

Impervious (adj.) impenetrable; not allowing anything to pass through; unaffected—The politician wore a
vest that was impervious to bullets.

Impetuous (adj.) moving with great force; done with little thought—The young man had an impetuous
temperament.

Impiety (n.) irreverence toward God; lack of respect—Gandhiji considered all forms of violence as impiety.

Implacable (adj.) unwilling to be pacified or appeased—She was implacable after she heard the news about
her friend’s accident.

Imprecate (v.) to pray for evil; to invoke a curse—Witches are known to imprecate people through a curse.
Impromptu (adj.) without preparation—His witty impromptu dialogues entertained everyone.

Improvident (adj.) not providing for the future—An improvident person may end up destitute in later life.
Impudent (adj.) disrespectful and shameless—Impudent actions caused him to be unpopular.

Impugn (v.) to attack with words; to question the truthfulness or integrity—He impugned his rival’s character.

Imputation (n.) to charge, to attribute a fault or misconduct to another—I resent the imputation that I am nice
to her because she has money.

Inadvertent (adj.) not on purpose; unintentional—It was an inadvertent error on my part.

Inchoate (adj.) not yet fully formed; rudimentary—The outline of the thesis was the inchoate form of a very
complex theory.

Incisive (adj.) getting to the heart of things; to the point—She’s known for her incisive mind and quick wit.
Incognito (adj.) unidentified; disguised; concealed—The actor preferred to travel incognito.

Incredulous (adj.) skeptical—Many people were incredulous that the investigating agency could not identify
the murderer.

Inculcate (v.) to impress upon the mind, as by insistent urging—A mother tries to inculcate good habits in
her child.

Incursion (n.) an entry into, especially when not desired—The air-force does not allow any incursion into the
country’s air space.

Indelible (adj.) that which cannot be blotted out or erased—The stories that his grandmother told him left an
indelible impression on his mind.

Indemnify (v.) to insure against or pay for loss or damage—TIt is important to indemnify your valuables with
an insurance company.

Indict (v.) charge with a crime—The court indicted him for theft.
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Indigence (n.) the condition of being poor—The family’s indigence was obvious in the way they lived.
Indigenous (adj.) native to a region; inborn or innate—The plants are indigenous to the Deccan Plateau.
Indignant (adj.) expressing anger to an injustice—He was indignant over the way he was treated.
Indolent (adj.) lazy; inactive—The indolent man slept all day.

Indomitable (adj.) not easily discouraged or defeated—Though injured, his indomitable spirit helped him
win the match.

Indubitable (adj.) unquestionable; sure—The student was the indubitable leader of the group.
Ineluctable (adj.) something inevitable—The sick man was preparing for the ineluctable death.
Ingenious (adj.) clever, resourceful—His ingenious ideas helped to market the product well.

Ingenuous (adj.) showing innocent or child-like simplicity and candidness; lacking craft or subtlety—The
child’s ingenuous admission of guilt touched everyone’s heart.

Ingratiate (v.) to bring into one’s good graces—The man was hoping to ingratiate himself with his boss by
enquiring after his children. .

Inimical (adj.) hostile, unfriendly—When I mentioned about her boyfriend, she gave me an inimical stare.
Iniquitous (adj.) wicked; unjust—The insult to the man was truly iniquitous.

Innate (adj.) natural; inborn—She has an innate talent for art.

Innocuous (adj.) harmless; dull; innocent—His comment about the professor was inappropriate but innocuous.

Innuendo (n.) an indirect remark; insinuation—The office was rife with innuendo that a takeover was in the
works.

Insinuate (v.) to work into gradually and indirectly—He was insinuating the need for a break by saying that
they must be tired.

Insipid (adj.) uninteresting, boring flat, dull—Many people left the theatre even before the insipid movie was
finished.

Insolvent (adj.) unable to pay debts—Unable to pay off his debts he declared himself insolvent.

Insular (adj.) having the characteristics of an island; narrow-minded, provincial—The insular community was
not receptive to new ideas.

Intercede (v.) to plead on behalf of another; mediate—India does not want any nation to intercede between
Pakistan and India.

Intermittent (adj.) periodic; occasional—The patient experienced intermittent pain in the chest.

Intractable (adj.) stubborn, obstinate; not easily taught or disciplined—Every teacher in the school became
frustrated with the intractable student and sent him to the principal’s office.

Intransigent (adj.) uncompromising—She was intransigent; no argument could change her mind.
Intrepid (adj.) fearless, bold—The intrepid reporter went right to the scene of the battle during the war.

Inundate (v.) to flood; to overwhelm with a large amount of—After the show’s success he was inundated by
congratulatory calls.

Inured (adj.) accustomed to pain—The common man has become inured to constant price rise in commodities.
Inveterate (adj.) a practice settled on over a long period of time—He is an inveterate liar.
Irascible (adj.) prone to anger—He has an irascible disposition.

Itinerary (n.) travel plan; schedule; course—Their trip’s itinerary was disrupted by unexpected bad weather.

J

Jaded (adj.) worn-out—The people are jaded by the number of scams in the government.
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Jargon (n.) incoherent speech; specialized vocabulary in certain fields—The doctor spoke in medical jargon
which we could not understand.

Jeopardy (n.) danger; peril—The firefighters routinely put their lives into jeopardy.

Jettison (v.) to throw overboard goods to lighten a vehicle; to discard—With his ship rapidly sinking, the captain
ordered a last-ditch jettison of much of its cargo.

Jingoism (n.) extreme chauvinism or nationalism marked especially by a belligerent foreign policy—When
the war began many people were caught up in a wave of jingoism.

Judicious (adj.) to have or show sound judgment—Judicious planning now can prevent problems later.

Juggernaut (n.) irresistible crushing force—There was no escaping the juggernaut of hype for the film maker’s
biggest summer blockbuster

Juncture (n.) critical point; meeting—Negotiations between the countries reached a critical juncture.

Junket (n.) trip, especially one taken for pleasure by an official at public expense—The minister was criticized
for his expensive junkets to foreign countries.

Junta (n.) group of persons joined in political intrigue; cabal—Although the country is very strictly ruled by
a military junta, people are allowed to attend church.

Juxtapose (v.) place side-by-side—In the film, scenes of extravagance were often juxtaposed with scenes of
scarcity.

K

Kleptomania (n.) an abnormal, persistent impulse or tendency to steal, not prompted by need—The film star
caught shoplifting admitted that he was suffering from kleptomania.

Knavery (n.) a dishonest act—The teacher made it clear that no knavery will be tolerated in the school.
Knead (v.) mix; massage— After mixing the ingredients, she kneaded the dough and set it aside to rise.

Knotty (adj.) to be puzzling or hard to explain—In the group discussion, the candidates cautiously gave their
views on an array of knotty issues.

L

Labyrinth (n.) maze; something extremely complex or tortuous in structure—The culture that I grew up in
was a labyrinth of customs and rules.

Lacerate (v.) to tear or rend roughly; to cause sharp mental or emotional pain to; distress—The broken glass
lacerated his feet.

Laconic (adj.) sparing of words; terse, pithy—He was generally laconic, but always to the point.

Laggard (n.; adj.) a person who has fallen behind; moving slowly—TI hate being stuck behind laggard motorists on the
highway.

Lambaste (v.) to scold or beat harshly—His father lambasted him for failing in his exams.

Lament (v.; n.) to mourn or grieve; expression of grief or sorrow—The boy is lamenting the loss of his book.
Languid (adj.) lacking vitality; indifferent—The languid student was always late to class.

Larceny (n.) theft; stealing—He was found guilty of larceny for stealing from a shop.

Lascivious (adj.) indecent; immoral; involves lust—He was dismissed from his job for making lascivious
comments to a female co-worker.

Lassitude (n.) a state of being tired or listless—Lassitude set in after they had worked continuously for several
days.

Latency (n.) a period of inactivity—The buds went from latency to full bloom in a few days.
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Laud (v.) praise—He lauded his daughter for winning the trophy.

Lecherous (adj.) impure in thought and act—The men at the bar were lecherous and were looking for some action
Lethargic (adj.) lazy; passive—Feeling very lethargic, he watched television or slept the whole day.

Levity (n.) lack of se